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Mard last, Mr. Reford. who was for a
time the chairman of the commission and
took an important part fi is reports, writ-
ing to the newspapers, recommended that
we should without any clelay start the
work of building the Georgiait Bay canal.

Now confining my remarks ta some of
these recommendations, 1 would* like to
ask the goverument In connection wlth this
Item, what are its intentions, after walt-
ing two years or more, as to carrying ont
the recoinmeùidations of the ommission
with regard to these two ports in the pro-
vince of Quebec ? If it le urgent and ne-
cessary that without delay they ',hould be
made free ports and maintained as national
ports, is the government going ta, carry out
that recommendation, and when ? Tbey
have expended I tbink at this moment, in
round figures, some $600,000 on a survey
of the Georgian Bay canal, to ascertain if
It is feasible to make it a great waterway.
In view of tbe pressing communication of
the chaîrman of the commission to the news-
papers made last month, bas -the govera-
ment arrived at any conclusion ini regard
ta undertaking t.bat waterway ? How far
has the goverament proceeded ? Does it
intend to carry out without delay the plan
recommended by the commissioners ? I
think, Mr. Chairman, that these, remarks
are pertineiît to the item we have under
consideration. If the goverfiment says, as
by its Act It bas said, we lntend for the

- present to, take no notice of these recom-
mendation,- of the commission, and will
not announce any policy as regards, na-
tionalizing St. John, Halifax, Montreal and
Quebec, we have no policy wltb regard to,
the Georgian Bay canal, and we do not in-
tend to carry out in detail the other recomn-
menldations of the commissioners, but we
intend adliering to the old systemn of build-
ing wharf s and piers here and there with-
out any settled rule or system. For my
part, I do flot see any object ln crltlcislng
each item s0 far as the province of Que-
bec is concerned. There 1i4 no doubt that
a wharf at many of the places mentloned
in these estimates under the headlng of the
province of Quebee, would be of some uti-
lity. A wharf is always useful, altbough
in many cases wharfs have been hut with-
ln the past ten years that bave flot given
the goverament sufficlent revenue to begin
to, pay the salary of a caretaker. It seems
ta, me under these clrcumq'tances that the
question is pertinent, and that It would be
far more systematlc and far more wise,
In our country 'wbere we require ta salve
as qulckly as possible the problemn of cheap,
easy and quick transportation, to take up
that report of the commission, wblcb bas
cost sometbing, wblcb bas been elaborated
witb great care by able men, and ta PaY,
Here Is a recommendation that we are go-
lng to carry out. That report. probably
the most important we bave bad before us

on the subi ect since confederation, lias
been laid aside by the gavernment; while
every year we are called upon to build
small wharfs bere and there, public build-
ings ini places where they are scarcely ask-
ed for. XVe have not even fromn the gov-
ernment a declaration as to, its policy with
regard to that scheme. I tbink It would
be better for us ta take up that report, and
if there are parts of it that are Impracti-
cable, lay themn aside. But if, az3 I believe,
it le a sensible, wise and proper report,
carry it out as quickly as posable. It wll
take millions ta do so, but carry It out as
quickly as possible, instead of frittering
awny the public money, as we bave been
doing ln the past, in building unnecessary
works, and witliout aniy pollcy of a consis-
tent character.

Mr. FISHIER. Aithougli my bon. friend
is altagether out of order, 1 will reply very
briefiy ta bis remaries. In tbe first place,
supposing we were ta undertake the imme-
dinte completion of every thing the com-
mission bas recommended, I ao not think
that would in any -%vay relieve us from
the necessity of doing a lot of local work
for the benefit of the people in these diff e-
rent localities. The hon. member speaks
of the pressure of members of parliament,
but the pressure of members of parliament
represeuts the pressure of the people of the
country, not of the members theinselves,
not ln their particular interest, but be-
cause they represent the Canadian people.
Tbat is the only reason wby the goveru-
ment pay beed ta their representations.
Even if we plunged deeply into the magni-
ficent schemes ühat bave been suggested
by the Transportation Commission and did
every thing tbey asked, lt would flot re-
Ileve us fromn the necessity of having a
long llst of thýese public works every ses-
sion of parliament.

Now as ta the recommendatIons of the
Transportation Commission, my bon. friend
seems to forget that for same years back
we bave been to, a large extent carrying
out tbeir, recommendatIons. I will anly
commence, in the west, at the great work
we bave been doing on the River Kami-
nistiqula at Fort William, and at Port
Artbur aiea, wbere we are spendlng ban-
dreds of thousands of dollars. We are
improving these two ports for the benefit
of the nation, and ta that extent we are
nation allzing them. On tbe eastern side
of the Georgian bay we are doing another
large work. Coming down ta the entrance
of the Welland canal we fInd large works
at Port CJolborne, and caming east a ilttîs
fartber we find improvementq, in tbe canal
systemn of the St. Lawrence. We bave been
spending large sums of money, I am almost
afrald ta say bow mnch, ia plans. specifi-
c4ions and surveys .of the Georgian Bay
canal. Thea when we came down to what
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