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EXPORT OF NEW BRUNSWICK LOGS.
The Legislature of New Brunswick has just

disposed of a resolution introduccd by Mr.
Flemming designed to prohibit the export cil
logs from the Province in the round or uriman-
ufactured state. In Support af his resolution
Mr. Flemming argued that he was erideavoring
to tegislate for the future of the Province more
than for the present, as the RestiLyouche and
Western Railway, upon completion, would îap
the St. John river at St. Leonards opposite
Van Buren, Mairne, and bring that town within
forty miles of the best timber region in New
Brunswick. He pointed out that the result
would bc that the timber cut above Grand
Falls wvould go to the mitîs in Mainie to be
manufactured. The shingle business would
also be seriously affected, as by manufacturing
in the United States the duty would be escaped,
wvhich would be an advantage Of $2.40 on each
one thousand feet of timber, this estimate being
based on tlîe assumption that a thousand feet of
cedar wvill make about eight thousand shingles.

Aiter a preliminary discussion in the House,
the bill was referred to a special committee. A
large amount of evidence wvas given by promin-
ent tumbcrmen, many of wvbom, it is noticed,
were interested in lunibering operations in the
United States. Mr. Todd, of Sr. Stephen,
presented some intcresting figures. He said
that there are in New Brunswvick about 7,000,-
000 acres ofiCrown lands, generally recognized
as timber lands, and that timber is at prescrit
being cut on abouît 2,000,000 acres, the total
cut o! Icîgs on Crowvn landâs being about iSo,-
ooo,ooo feet arinually. In bis opinion, with
proper observance of the regulationb, the
Province migbt cut 300,o00,Uo0 feet a ycar off
its Crown lands for tweiuty-five years, and
barring forest ires, ha",e more standing timber
then than no.

The oppontents; of the resotution argued that

such legîstation rnight disturb the present trade
relntions wviti rte Unuited States, tluat the lands
above Grand Faits, %vere niostly ownedt by
private individuats nnd rite Newv Brunswick
Raitwny Company and betuce would not corne
under the provisions of the laîv, and that as
conditions nowv cxist the balance of trade is
largely in favjor of New Brtuswvick, inasmiuch
as about 6o,ooo,ooa feet oi Mainie logs are

r.rufaicturcd by St. John mills anuîualty.

The committee reported against the bill, on
the grotind ttuat up to the prescrit time the
quauutity of togs cut on Crowvn lands and ex-
ported to, the United States had been very
sniatl, that corisiderable advantage wvas riow
accruing to New Bi unswick through the manu-
facture of Mairie logs at St. John, and flmally
that such legisiation %vould rebuit in very little
advantage to the people of the Province, %whilc
it would wvork to the dibadvantage ot the oper-
ators and others engaged iîu getting out tiniher
upon Crown lands.

The question of prohibiting the export of
unmiarufactured timber Irom ttîe Province of
Nev Brunswick is thercfcure deterred for
another yenr. Wtîite suclu ac ion probably
best conserves thc intercsts of the Province
for the present, the time wvill no doubt corne
wvhen the proper protection of home industries
wilt demand that the rawv material of the forest
shall not be exported except ini a manufactured
condition. VVhen that time is reached, the
Govcrnment shoutd not hiesitate to act prompt-
ly and decisively. No consideratiori shoutd ho
given ta the argument that, such a lawv might
be regarded as irritating legisiation which
coutd be made an excuse for the adoption of
retaliatory mneasures by the United States. The
Ontario Governirnent prohibiîed the export
of both saw-fogs anid pulp wvood wvithout
incurring any penalties from the United Sta *es.
anid ibis notwithstanding that the quantity of
logs exported froin Ontario ta the United
States wvas many times greater than that wbich
is sent from New Brunswick. The Courts alsc,
upheld the Goverriment in tbe contention that
the right wvas reserved ta impose new regula-
tions affecting tbe cuttirig af timber on lands
already tîuder license, even to the extent of
probibiting tbe export of the tiniber.

TIMBER LIMIT OWr4ERS EXONERATED.
The oft-repeated cry tbat tbe lumberman is

tbe fae af colonization meets a swceping denial
in tbe report of the Quebec Colonizatiou Com-
mission wvhicb îvas recently presented ta tbe
Legislature now in session, and wvhicb is
ret'erred to at somne lerigth eIsewhere in this
issue. One ai the duties af this Commission
wvas to inquire into the number and causes of
the difficulties betwveen timber owners and
licensees and to advise upori niethods for their
prevention and removal. The Comnuissioners
have spokeri in a fearless, *,mpartial mariner.
They bave not besitated ta condemn the
offlt.ials of ttue Go,,ertmnucnit and even the Gov-
erriment itse!f whcre tbey consider censture
justifiable. The report is, as a wbote, a comn-
meridabte document owirig ta it-; thorougbness,
deflniteness aîid impartiality.

Tbe Commission found no grounds ot com-

plaint on the part of bona fide settiers, wvth.
neither complain of the law nor of the regut
tions; neuither do tbey comiplain ot those i'.

hold licerises for cuttiîîg timber, while ti
latter, rar from comptainirig af tbe bona fiJ,
settiers, want Itiem and even lookc upori thi,-
as vatuable bielpers and protectors of thc
domnain igainst tlue ravages of fire. Ttiere i,
stated t0 be no antagonism betveen the awner,,
of timber ticenses anid real settlers or tlîo,:
who honestly take up public lands with tlie
view ai clearing them and riot ofspectilating -il
tbe timber. Only one case of cutting timi',r
on lots under location tickets and taken out of
thz timber liceri;es wvas iotînd by the Comrni"i
sion, and iii this instance it appears that the
lots were taken and held for the bentefit ai ltbe
owilcr ai a saw nuill in the vicinity rather th iii

for seutlement purposes. This, however, d;d
riot justify tbe license-holder in cutting li'e
timber after the lots bad beeri takei out of his
licerise. Many cases ai aileged curing tif
timber on settlers' lots were rerorted to the
Commission, but beyond the auue exception
stated tbey were found riot ta be genuine, rte
persons making such claims being unable lx-
produce any retiable evidence, wvhich showed
that they had taken for granted statemnenis
made witbout foundation.

In striking contrast to the above are the
many cases of theft and iraud on tbe part o!
bogus settlers that came ta the knowledge of
the Commission. Forgery bas beeri frequently
resorted to in order ta obtain possession of
lands wvlich were beavily timbcced, in ane iii-
stance an area of 1,5oo acres or ovcr two
square miles beirig obtained in this mariner.

The contention that noa tiraher reniains on
the lots wberi they are handed over ta ttîe
settîcrb is dispraved by figures sliowing the
quantity ai .timuber ctît by settlers in différent
localities. One or two examples will suffice.
TIn tweniy-two townships cf Labelle region up-
wards af 28,000,000 feet vere cut on settlers'
lands during tbe season Of 1902.0,1. In tlue
St. Maurice regian the ticerise holders obtained
from settlers over 12,000,000 feet ai logs.
Instead of the settler being deprived o! luis
timber, bie realizes a considerable stim by ils
sale, on account af the liberal setulement
policy of the Quebec Goverriment. The report
states : "We are unable ta, obtain proo ai a
single case wvhere a settler Iacatirig on a lot
taken out of a license bas failed to find wood
enough an it ta erect suitable buildings." Theu
dissemination of false reports atong this line ib
calculated ta retard the progressi ai coloniza-
tion, for the settler requires timber for luis
buildings and ta enable bim ta carri a little
money during the first year of his settlement.

The profits realîzed from speculation in lot.%
frauduleritly obtairied are stated ta be ver%
large. One settler mentioned bad as many as
eighteen lots in bis possession and resold flot
one af themn for less thani $200. This illicit
specutation has reacbed such a stage that il
actually inuperils the existence ai the industrie.-
ai the country. The proprietors ai pulp milîs
huave found it difiucult to raise capital for the
extension of their. plants solely because ai the
wvay their timits bave beeri depleted wittîin a

~few years urider the pretext ai calanization, and


