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BYRON.
'Fut pre<tty fable by whacb, tbe Ducheas of Orlemns illustrâtes

tho charactor of ber son <ho regent, migbt, wtIltle 111 change ho
epplied <o Byron. Ali the fairîeu, save one, bail been bidden <o
hi; cradie. Ali tho gossips bad been profuée of <heir gilis. One
had bestowed noblI<y, mnother gefius, a third beauty.. The mea-
liguant elf wbo had been uninited, came lest, and, unable <o re-
verse wbat her aiters bad dous for <beir favourite, badl oeied
up a curse witb every blessang. ln the rank of Lord Byron, ln
bis understanding, la bis character, in bis very pierson, <here was
,a strange union of opposite extremes. Ho was boru <o ail tbat
men covet and admire. But in overy one of <home enent ad-
vantagos which ho possemsedl ovor others, there wam mingled
sometbing of misery and debasement. He wam sprung frons a
house, aucient indeed and noble, but degradod and aoepoverished
by a merles of crimes and follies, wblch bad attalned a scandalotis
publicit>'. The kinsman whomn ho succeeded baid diod poor, and,
but for merciful judges, would bave died upon <ho gallows. The
young peer bad great intellectuel powers ; ye< <bore was an un-
sound part iu bis mind. He bad maturait>' a gouerous and tender
beart ; but bis temper wam wayward .and irritable. Ho b.d a
bond wbicb statuaries loved <o copy, and a foot, the deformlty of
wbich the beggarm in <ho streets mimicked. Distinguished at
once by tho arength and b*v the weakneas of bis intellect, affec-
tionate y0< perverse, a poor lord, and a bandsorne cripple, ho re-
qwired, if evor man required, tho firmest and <ho most judiclous
training. But, capriclous>' as nature bad deait with hlm, <ho re-
lative <o wbom <ho office of foruing bis character was intrus<ed,
was more capricious still. She passed from paroxysme of rage
<o paroxysmes of fqndneas. At one Urne sho stifled hi. with ber
caresset-a< another Urne as Insulted bis deformit>'. Ho carne
Into the world, and <ho world <rea<ed hlm as bis mothor treated
birn-sometimea wi<h kinduesa, sornetignea with severity, nover
with justice. 1< indiulged hi. withou< discrimination, and pumlsb-
ed hi, whthout discrimination. Ho was trai>' a spoiled cbild,-
flot motel>' <he spoiled cbild of bis parent, but tho mpoiled chld
of nature, <ho apoiled cbild of fortune, tho spoiied chiid of lame,
tho spoiied cbiid of aocioty. His firat peine were received witl
a con<ernpt wbicb, feeble was the>' were, tbey did mot absoliately
deserve. The poern wbiciv ho pubiisbod on bis roturn frorn ýis
travels, was, on <ho other baud, extolled far above Jits merit. At
twen<ty-four ho fouad bimmelf on <ho highest pinnacie of litorar>'
fame, wlth Scott, Wordswortb, Southe>' and a crowd of other
distingulsbed wri<ors, hemeath !his foot: Thore is scarcol>' an in-
stance lu bustor>' of so audden a rime <o so dizzy an eminenco.

Every tbing <bat could atimulate, and every <bing <bat could
gratif>' tho strangoat propensities of our nature-the gaze of a
buadred drawing rooma, <ho acclamatfions of <ho wbole uation, the
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