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The issue of the energetic niovement Iookinq to commutation
of the death penalty which Mr. Justice Riddell of the Ontario
Beneh, passed upon the murderer, Blythe--a movement, <critics
not a few will think, beorn of delusion, and promoted by fol1'-
bas, in the writer's view, deait a blow to the administration of
justice in Canada from which it will not speedily reeover.

It will be convenient, at the start, to review the cireum-
stances of this unwented expression of the erituinal instinct in
mari from the bringing of the offender to trial until the present
moment. }Laving been apprehended, ho was committed for trial
nt the last 'viater assizes for the county of York, in Ontarlo, on
a charge of having murdered hi& wifé; achieving that unnatural.
object by recourse te an iron poker, his blowa upon the lower
part of her body only ceasing with the cemplete exhaustion cf
ber vitality. and uiltime 'a death. The prisoner was afforded
what seenied te uxost oeiL okers in the court rooni and the vaut
rnajority of those deriving their knowledge at second-hand f rom
the preas. a thoroiighly fair trial-the miles of evidence, appar-
vntly. bcirig strained, in a good many respects, in his faveur. The
premiding judge. inoreover, being a mian of broad acquirementm
and keen preeeptions and the defence being in the banda of a
eounsel exceptionally well versed ini the department of Iaw being
treated. bi@ interests. iinmistakably, could have suffered little
prejudice. After suitable deliberation by thc jury, the prisoner
was found guilty, and senti nced. to be hanged on a day sanit, six
or seven weeks theréafter. The trial judge was asked, tâough
after nîany weeks interval, te reserve a case fer the Court of
Appeal, whieh was however refused.

Representntions having been made to the Minister of .Tustiee
that niaterial evidence, gciing to shew mental def1cieneyv. was
obtainable. a respite wvax granted a day or so before the tiue
fixed for the exoeution, to illow cf a fuller and more thorougb
consideration of the case ini Ottawa. Subaquently, UC G4overnor-
('eneral, t'xerei%îng bis authority. ini the inanner preeeribed by
thpe onstitution, deelated that emunsvi had failed to reake out
suffieient reason te jumtify his interference,


