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in Canada; and to the petty type of Canadian politician it was an
added source of satisfaction that, for the support of these regi-
ments, not a penny came from the Canadian tax-payer. One
thing, however, had been settled. The great federation was com-
pletely self-governing. The Governor-General, who represented
the dignity of the British Crown, no longer made any claim really
to govern. He was at Ottawa what the King was at London, the
official head of the state with duties chiefly formal and ceremonial,
He could act only on the advice of his responsible ministers.
The Prime Minister ruled in Canada, as he ruled in England.
It soon happened that when a governor undertook of his own
motion to pardon a man who was under sentence of death for what
was in reality a political crime, due to unsettled conditions in the
West, there was a great outcry in Canada against even this vestige
of the right on the part of the Governor to act independently of
his Canadian advisers and the claim of the right so to act was soon
abandoned. Then Canada was governed as Great Britain was
governed, by a Parliament to which the Prime Minister was re-
sponsible and which might at will dismiss him from office and install
his successor.

So far so good; but the most difficult problem remained still
unsolved. What should be the relation of Canada to Great
Britain? In this problem was wrapped up the larger one of the
relations of all other British self-governing states, of Australia,
New Zealand and South Africa, to Great Britain. Could the
relation remain one of subordination? Could a great state, con-
tinental in area, continue to be in a dependent position, its defence
paid for by the heavily burdened tax-payer of Great Britain?
India paid for its own defence, since the cost of the Indian army
came from the exchequer of India. Canada, however, paid
nothing for the British fleet and the British army which made her
secure from attack. During many years there was slight interest
in the question. Canada was creating the great railway systems
which should bind together the East and the West and her financial
power was so strained to meet the vast cost that, for a time,
collapse was feared. In such conditions it would have been im-
possible, except in a time of dire peril, to persuade the Canadian
voter to carry any tangible share of the burden of fleet and army.
He had, moreover, no sense of impending danger. Down to 1914
war seemed to the average man in Canada an almost impossible
thing. When war had actually touched him there had been a
partial awakening. This had happened in 1899 when Canadian




