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A NARRATIVE

THOMAS SMALLWOOD.
ds for 
but to
i
tar's.” ill was bom in Prince George’s County, Maryland, the 
bereforelf;22nd day of Fob., 1801. I was recorded 4o be set free 
16. at the age of thirty, in the clerk’s office of that county. , 
ray manwlle who was instrumental in bringing it about was the /$ 
t I'lhavrRer. J. B. Ferguson. Myself and Sister had been j 
ter;—thiQ bequeathed to the Lady whom he married and to her
____  Although by the terms of the will he could
UTHORjnot dispose of us^ at pleasure, yet by paying the amount ,, 

',, we wore valued he could do so by mutual > 
v, with those interested . That he did (for he r 

__ __L_J to slavery) by paying $500 for me, but 
. the amount he paia for my sister J never became 

acquainted However I served until I was thirty years of 
~, and my sister until she was twenty-five, so as to 

out wnai he had paid for us.. It is needless for me 
i go into a detail of the vicissitudes through which I 

passed during that period, more than to say, about five 
3 before the time I was to be freed I hired myself 
.my master for the sum of $60 per year; about a 

year from that time I married From then to the 
expiration of my servitude it was more than the joint 
labours of myself and wife could accomplish to pay my 
hire and to support ourselves and children, hence it left • 
me in debt at the end of my service $60, which I sub* 
•equontly paid to the lost farthing. r
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