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arrive at the pinnacle upon which the citadel is erected, and
which hangs immediately over the town. Thus, though the

Adour in fact separates the city from the suburbs and citadel,

yet as the ramparts of the former extend to the water's edge on

both sides, and as those of the latter continue the sweep from

points immediately opposite, the general appearance presented is

that of one considerable town, with a broad river flowing through

the middle of it.

It will be seen, even from this short and imperfect sketch,

that its situation gives to Bayonne, considered as a military post,

a superiority over most cities ; inasmuch as it affords peculiar

facilities towards rendering it a place of great strength. On
one side there is a plain, always accounted by engineers the

most convenient for the construction of fortifications ; on the

other an eminence, lofty enough to command the surrounding

country, and at the same time sufliciently level at the summit to

receive the walls of a fortress, powerful at once from its position

and regularity. But the great strength of Bayonne arose at

this juncture not so much from its original defences as from the

numerous outworks which had been lately added to it. It was

along the course of the Adour, as the reader will probably re-

collect, or rather between the Adour and the Nieve, that Soult

formed his famous intrenched camp. The right of this chain of

stupendous works rested upon the city, the importance of which

was consequently much increased ; and as the capture of it

would have occasioned not only the loss of a town, but the turn-

ing of the whole position, no pains were spared in rendering it

as nearly impregnable as possible. That I may convey some

notion to the minds of others of the nature of these works, I

will describe the aspect which they presented to myself, as I

rode from Anglet towards the city.

When I had proceeded about a mile and a half beyond our

advanced posts, I found myself in front of the first line of de-

fence. This consisted of a battery mounting three eighteen-

pounders, upon the road, flanked by other batteries, one on each

side ; all so placed as that whichsoever of them should be at-

tacked, it might be defended by a cross-fire from the rest. These

were of course additionally strengthened by ditches and felled

trees ; but they were open in the rear ; and though very for-
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