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tion, the most consiclcraMo Hint litul Ix-fMi artomptod

in modern times up to tliiit period. As the intro-

duction of foreirrji troop'^ into England was prohi-

bited by tlie J5ill of Kij^hts, the Russians were

sent to the islands of Jersey and Guernsey, the

season not udniittiiiL; of their return home. About

(),()()() were qiuirtered in the latter islaiul, where a

disease, contraeted by exposure to the marshy

grounds of Holland, carried off some hundreds,

who wore buried at the foot of the hill on which

stands Vale Castle, and where their 'graves are

still to be seen. Their conduct in (ruernsey was

at first pe.icenble and orderly;— the inhabitants

-^ere surprised at seeing them eat the grease from

the cart wheels, and they were also excessively

fond of ardent spirits; and, having plenty of

money, they indulged in them freely, swaUowing

largo draughts in a raw state. But in June, 1800,

while the transports were in the roads to convey

them to Russia, a soldier, who was robbing vege-

tables on a snudl fa -m, M'hich had been frequently

plundered by his comrades before, was fired at

and wounded by the proprietor. This so exas-

perated the whole body, that fears were entertained

of their reventi-ini!: themselves on the inhabitants

generally ; and as the British garrison was very

small, it required all the tact and conciliation of

the lieutenant-governor, Sir Hew Dalrymple, to

prevent an outbreak. The Russians embarked,

but the guns at Castle Cornet were kept shotted to

prevent their relanding.*

* Duncau's History of Guernsey.
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