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who, though he is not of the council, is prefent at
all the affemblies, and taxes the mandarins both
with their private vices and public oniilfions of
duty. It is faid, that he who undertakes this

oiiSce can never accept any other, that the hope

ofpreferment may neither tempt him to be par-

tial, nor the fear of lofing his place deter him from
i^ccufing the guilty. Of thefe officers, even the

^ighell ranks ftand in awe.
The provinces are under the immediate infpec-

tion of two forts of viceroys; one has the govern-
ment of only one province, and the other has two
or three provinces under his jurifdidion, and a6ts

with a paramount authority; but all are fubordi-

»ate to the councils of Pekin. The viceroy, in

whom refides the imperial authority, convenes the

principal mandarins of his province, to take cog-

nifance of the good or bad qualities of the go-

vernors, lieutenants, and inferior officers, and pri-

vately lodges information againft fuch as appear
faulty in the execution of their office. On the

other hand, the power of the viceroy is counter-

poifed by that of the great mandarins, who may
accufe him when he forgets Ins duty, and even

petition the emperor for his removal. The Icall

difturbance of the public peace is laid to his

charge; and if it continues three days, he mull

anfwer for the confequences at his peril. ^^i^r

Caufes are generally decided, and judgment
given, by a linglc mandarin; who after a iliort

procefs, and the examination of both parties, or-

ders the lofer to be puniflicd according to the na-

ture of his offence. Carrying on an unjuft pro-

fecution, or maintaining a caufe contrary to

fquity, is liable to be puniilied with feverity,

Some of the pnnifliments are extremely fevere

;

but


