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race—long since passed away. It has no ruined teni])les and

eolunnis—no bnW<on statues—no (>xhuined cities left as monuments

of a civilization, which no lonufer exists. Its greatness is in the

future, 3'et clear to thosi; who look through the vista of coining

years with an intelligent and steady ga/e.

But even here we have n jKi.^f, and one of no small interest—

a

past that reaches liack beyond the dearly-defined regions of fact,

into the din\ ami shadowv reuions of romance. We have the his-

tcny of the gay and happy Frenchman leaving his storied, native

land— its vine-chul hills and sunny valk'vs, and with a j^assive he-

roism, that ilefies every danger, and endiu'cs every trial, here

cheerfull}'—nay, joyously—struggling with nature in her obscur-

est, wiUlest dejiths, and meeting upon his own ground, and around

his own camp-fires, the still wilder savage; /*(yvi)lanting the foot-

iste})s of an advancing civilization, and in the midst of every peril

and I'very privation, creating an Arcadia of simple happiness amid

the gree'i prairies and the soud)er forests thatlincnl the banks of

our noble lakes and beautiful rivers. The author, who with a

genial s|>irit and an artist's (>ve, hioking through the dim trans-

parency of the past, shall rcprodnc»> to us a true and lively pic-

tiue of the first century of the Fr<Mich occuiiaiion of the North-

AVt^st, will desiu've and receive the warmiv'^t gratitude.

Then coi\ies in our historv the stirring' (Mcuts connected with

the con(piest of Canada by (ireat liritain—the surrender of the

North-^Vi'st to the conciucrmg power—the conspiracy of PoxTi-

AC—the siege of Detroit

—

the I'ajjture or abandonment of other

posts su graphically described by PAKK^[AN; and finally the

American Ri'volution, some of the incidents of which I have

sought to trace.

Nor is our later history without its absorbing interest. Dur-

ing the war of 181"^, the North- West was the scene of stirring

and tragic events; and when armed rebellion raised its bloody

hands against the UxiON, the North-West poured forth its hardy

sons in one generous, mighty and continuous stream, and where

there was danger to be met, sulVering to be endured, or glory to

be won, they were among the forenmst. Stalwart blows they

dealt, and their blood has enriched, and their bones whitened,

every battle field. ,^
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