
. ç t Rnlflur has said the Standing If I am not mistaken, his suggestion is to have the Senate play

spending estimates, but quite often it attempts o g examine anything we wanted on the Finance Committee. I think"£L one commiuee ,o hand,-.

carried out by a particular department. In the case of Foreign 
Affairs, we need a committee that will review with the minister 
and his officials what the department is doing and do this year

I want to thank three senators who offered their assistance and 
those who urged me to persevere and to go and see them if I 
wanted further comments.

I would appreciate it if Senator Bolduc would comment. I 
I agree with Senator Bolduc that this is not something that ^now he is an expert on public affairs. He was a formidable 

should decide now. However, it is a proposal to which we ought adminislrator in the public service in Quebec He knows 
to give serious consideration. Increasingly, what we do hi there is t0 ^ow. We must give everyone his due. We
internationally is almost as important as what we do mus{ als0\ec0gnize a person’s qualifications. I must admit that
domestically. This is true in trade. It is increasingly true in s Bolduc is eminently qualified in the field of government 
international finance. It is true now in the fisheries, and I could 

I support Senator Bolduc’s proposal enthusiastically.

after year.

administration.

[English]
I would say the same about Senator Pitfield. If there is 

someone who knows the federal structure, it is Senator Pitfield.

If we could contribute more, the net effect would be a better 
Senate and a better understanding of the importance of the 
Senate. The Canadian population would see that the Senate can 
play a greater role. In this respect, I should like to ask

go on.

[Translation]

Hon. Marcel Prud’homme: Honourable senators, I would 
like to proceed the way they do in the House of Commons, with 
questions or comments regarding what was said by our esteemed 
colleague Senator Bolduc.

An idea I always wanted to develop with respect to the 
business of the Senate goes along the same Unes as what was 
suggested by Senator Bolduc. I am not going to make a formal [Translation] 
proposal. I am simply working on a proposal to change the way ^ fnend Senator Bolduc if he has a few comments to make, 
we work in the Senate. 3

t Senator Bolduc: If the honourable senators will permit me. 1
I thought Senator Stewart was very encouraging. I appreciate on ^ subject. j would perhaps, qualify

- remaL m* b, Senate, —

estimates which, as we know, are examined in the House ol He spoke of a detailed review of programs and votes as such.
must be careful here. I would qualify this somewhat.Commons — I believe we

In terms of votes, we must remember that the role of the 

details, could include a look at the poUcies behind the programs.

[English]

deemed to have been accepted on May 31 of each— or are
year.
r„ , , Th;s in my opinion, is one important role the Senate could
[Translation] Th,s. ^ P ^ haïc a vari6t of expertise. The, haw

Honourable senators. I always thought it was a rather bcc„ hcre long enough whereas. in various
unfortunate wav to examine the estimates. I agree it would be high turnover rate. Senators have practica exP^ review
hard to do otherwise in the House of Commons but I think the areas. It seems to me ^at senators could p ay 1 p0iicies.
Senate is the ideal place to engage in detailed scrutiny of _ and I stress this P°inJ- underlying P
programs and spending. programs and approaches of departments.

Not long ago, Senator Olson commented o my suggestion I was involved^n^this ^^e^unng a.yea^I
that the estimates should be examined under th headings of s NaV°fnnri. ,, bul we looked at foreign policy matters as well 
or eight government envelopes, and that senators who were at defence_sues, butwe f lotyol discret,onary
CcôÏÏùüïïthe yrorolild!?1eC|lUg5eCin delaiW scruliny of room. We have ‘he way Ihcy^ ™sn* s0

Bfi ?Bc ™r/arfon ,n - ~~
I continue to promote this idea, and I was delighted to hear parliamentarians should question public

what Senator Bolduc had to say. I would appreciate hearing his approa^h in various
comments on this.

areas.

[ Senator Stewart ]
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