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The motion was agreed to, and the Bill
was read the second time.

Hon. Mr. LOUGHEED, secaYnded by
Han. Mr. Owens, moved the third reading
of the Bill.

Hon. Mr. WÂTSON- 2 n the forma in
whieb this Bill is presented to the Sexiste 1
cannot accomplish the object which I !bad
wished to attain. The Bill wbich was re-
ferred to by my 'hon. f riend involves an
unnecessary expenditure for the country tc
undertake at the present time, and should
not have been gaine on with, but as the
matter bas corne down ta us, the money
that is ta be paid for this road is inciuded
in this Supply Bill. I had purposed mov-
ing ta reject that Bill, but I cannat do it
now since it is included in the Supply
Bill. I must say that I arn inciined ta
think the country will flot approve of the
action of the Government in undertaking
that expenditure et the present time. We
knaw that tbroughout Canada individuals,
s well as corporations, are tryi-ng to do

everything tbey cen to isave and economize
-for the purpose of asisting in the prosecu-
tion of the war, and at this late hour of
the session to ask for a vote of sometiing
over 44,000,000 to give ta a speculative con-
cern wben there is noa present n'ecessity for
that expenditure, or for the building of
the roa d, is en extravagance which I think
the country will not forgive the Govern-
ment for undertaking. The road in ques-
tion traverses the shores of the great St.
Lawrence river; it cannot possibly cam-
pete with the water route in the summer
time, and from ail the informatio-n that
bas been put before us there is very littie
use for it in the winter time. In fact, my
information is that it is almost impossible
ta operate that road in winter, for there are
very few people ta serve, the trains cannot
run over the track in the winter time, and
there is a very heavy snowfall. Stili, the
Government at this late date suggested the
buying ai this road fram a speculative out-
fit that bas Drosecuted that enterprise for
a number of years, and that has done more
to discredit Canada in ber borrowine
powers than any one man in Canada. The
belted knight bas tried several times ta get
the Goverinment ta take this road over ' and
bas nat succeeded; in fact, from the
rumaurs we heard a few weeks ago, I
thought the present attempt wouid nat suc-
ceed. Unfortunately, with bis tenacity, bis
enterprise, and bis powers ta arganize, he

Hon. Mr. BOSTOCK.

bas evidently succeeded in com-pelling- the
Government-I say compelling the Govern-
ment, because tbey must have been com-
pelled to uridertake this expenditure. 1
was disappointed in tbe vote last night. I
bad expected that t-hat Bill would prob-
ably bave been defeated in tbe Senate. Sa
f ar s I was concernied, there was no can-
vasg made, but I naticed st nigbt a num-
ber ai gentlemen here wbam we had flot
"een for weeks or xnonths, and I had
tbougbt tbey came for the purpose af sav-
ing the country at this particular time. I
venture ta say that if a number of the
members who are nat simply casuai vis-
tors, but w'bao have attended tbis House
pretty regularly up ta witbin a few
weeks aga, bad k'nawn that tbis Bill
was coming before Parliament, tbey wouid
have remained here and voted ag-ainst
it. I arn only surmising, but that
is wbat 1 think. Aï'eference was made last
nigbit wbicb could not but recaîl ta mny
mind a eimilar occurrence li the House of
(Jommons a goad many years ega. It was
referred te by the ban. senator from Victoria
division. On that occasion tbe Bleus ai
Quebec beld up the Government in 1884,
wben they were -"on strike "-I arn nat
sure, 'Mr. SDeaker, whetber you were in tbe
Conmons at, that time, but I tbixik you
were. Tbere was a dead set mnade on the
Gavernment at that time that the Cana-
dian Pacifie raiiway was asking for a Joan
af $30,000,000, and the Bleus ai Quebec went
an strike. Tbey were not in their seats in
the Hause for tbree or four days; tbey were
iii caucus in room S, and intended ta vote
sgainst tbe Government an the $30,O00,000,
as one of the leaders tald me, at 6 a'clock
in the evening. Hawever, by 1 o'clock in
the marning- they ail walked in and voted
for tbe $30,000,000 oan. Tbe gentleman in-
formed me that on the next day they chang-
ed tbeir minls, 'because a respansible min-
ister bad carne ta their caucus and assured
thema tbey would get wbat they were asking
for; cansequently tbey voted, and every-
thing- was ail rigbht. We found out alter-
wards tbat the price ai getting their vote
for tbe $30,000,O0O ban was the giving af
guarantees on provincial roads in tbe pro-
vince ai Quebec for some $15,000,000. This
might interest same gentlemen who bave
heard tbe question discussed an sevýeral
occasions as ta bow tbe term was. intro-
duced inta Parhiament and into legîslation-
"«for the general advantage of Canada."
Tbat is tbe occasion wben we first beard af
subsidies given by tbe Federal Government
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