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connects ixtore than one province, the fede-
rai parliamnent lias the power to operate

the road ; that follows. Here Is thie jutig-
ment, anti it ls quoted ln Bonrinot, by
Chief Justice Taschiereau :

The Federal parliament must have free and
unfetterel exercise of its powers with respect
to matters placed under its control, fiyei
thougli such exercise niay inter fere w=t
some of the powers left under the provincial
control.

Now. if nmy starting proposition is riglit,
that this Bill deals witb a question of trade

andi commerce, the regulation of trade and
commerce is one of the features. at al]

evtents. of the Bill, tlien by tis jutignient
of Chief Justice Taschereaif s. as well as

that of Chief Justice Strong, wbicli I have

already rend, this parhiamieut lias the riglit
tct pass it.

Hon. MNr. DAVIlD-I would gsli my hon.

frieuti ta rei the decision ln the case of

Citizens? Insurance Company vs. Parsons,

*ivbicli I think lie will finti very near the
decision lie bas just cited.

HIon. Mr. FERGUSON-'fhazt la t.le case.

It la the case of an Insurance companýý, but

the jutigmeut NvIicb I have read is a quot.i-
tion f romi a previous judgiieflt reudereti by

Chief Justice ýStroug anti is quotcd hiere aip-

provingly by Justice Taschiereau. Then 1

turui to the jndgaîeit of Justice Ritchlie:

I do not thinl, tbat the local legislatures
are ta be deprived of ail power to ' dpal i-.itli
pro,)erty and civil rights, hecause parliament.
in the plenary exercise of its power ta regu-
late trade and commerce, may possibly pss
la.-x- inconsisteuit with the exercise by the local
leghlatures of their powers-the exercise, of

the powers of the local legisiatures being xin
such a case subject to sucb regulations as the
Dominion may lawfully prescribe.

1 mniglit also re.td fraîîî Bourluiot witli re-

garil to tli., sub.iect. Ir runls very mucli
in the sanie direction. After speakiug

about the difficulty lu layjng tiownl any fast

mIle of construction. lie says:

The nearest approach to a mule of general
application that has been attempted in the.
courts, of Canada with a' view to reconcile the
apparently conflicting legislative powers under
the Act is with respect ta propemty and civil
rights, over which exclusive authority is given
to the local legisiatures ;that as there are
niany inatters involving property and civil
rights expressly reeerved to the Dominion
parliament. the power of the local legislatures
must, to a certain extent, ha subi ect to the
g eneral and special legislative powers of the
Domnioni(f.
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Hle goes ou further:

It is themefome to bie presumed-indeed it is
a necessamy implication-that the Imperial
statute in assigning to the Dominion parlia-
ment the. subjects of bankruptcy and in-ol-
vency, intended to confer on it legisiative
power to interfere with property. civil riglits
andi procedure, within the province. so far as
a general law melating ta thede snbjects oîight
affect them.

The conclusion I have arriveti at for nir-

self is, that we have a rigbt to pass tliis
ineasure, and that if we do pass It It will

become operatîve, andi wliere there may bie
nny clash between It andi a provincial law,

the fetieral lau' must prevail. 1 do flot
tilnk that we shioulti at this stage dis-
cuss the mierits of the Bill; but as that

seems to bie the trend of the discussion, I
thîink there are some thiugs la tlie measure
wvith w-hidli I could not agree, andi that wlien
wve get into commrittee I shahl be very glati
ta join withi tiiose whio think as I do on

that subjeet ta modify the Bll in that re-

spect. But 1 appeali to bon. gentlemen,
that it is not £air to the interests that are
Iiivolveti ln this Bill to tieny them what a

sing-le Individual may do andi what aaiy

group of people may do in other simiilir
avocations of life under the law, whicli is
concedeti ta thien freely andi witliaut any
restraînt wbatever. Take for Instance,
miniug: I have no liesitatian ta say that

in the incorporation of mîiuig conipaies,
thiere lias been a great deal of îvronig-tioing!
lu Canada as well as in other countries;'
yet the proverbial liar with a haie ini the
ground anti two or tliree other associates,
is nllowed ta get an .Act of Incorporation
anti go on anti operate. Tliat being so, 1
do not see wliy tlie civil servants in Ot-
tawa, for Instance, should flot be alioweti
to co-operate anti carry on business la a
way tlit would be most contincive ta their
oivn interests. 1 have not a very strong
opinion ini favour of farmers co-operating
hn trade. It is essential ta tarmers that
there shoulti be mierchants. and that tliey

shoulti tratie and tliey sboulti worc together,
ain d for tint reason 1 would uot encourage
farmiers to trade lu co-operation. But for

a ciass like civil servants or eanployees la

large factories, they bave notliag to seli.

Tratie is ail lu one direction. If tbey feel
tint middtlemen are taking tao mucli out of
thean, why shoulti tbey not be aliowed to


