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ment in parts of the economy with great potential for growth,
including information technology, telecommunications, broad-
casting, computer services, especially software development,
environmental services and in medical and biotechnology areas.
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It is also important to continue to have a solid foundation of
support for basic untargeted research because the precise source
of the next advance is never fully predictable. At the same time
we must pay particular attention in developing or enhancing
programs which are effective in converting advances in basic
research into jobs and economic opportunities, whether they lie
in advance materials, in information technology, biotechnology,
agriculture, fisheries, transport or other areas.

[Translation]

Initiatives aimed at establishing partnerships based on the
lever principle to maximize our efforts, are important.

Another important goal of our strategy is to develop a culture
of innovation in Canada.

[English]

Our second important objective is to create a culture of
innovation in Canada. Creating this culture means showing
leadership by being innovative. It means showing leadership by
including research and development components as central
elements in the way our government works, whether in the way
we promote industrial development, in the way we achieve
effective change to our income support programs, or in our
innovative development of pilot programs, for example, like the
Canada Business Service Centre in Winnipeg to ensure we have
the research and development base to ensure high quality and
cost efficiency.

A third goal of our research and development strategy must be
to make better use of sophisticated current research and devel-
opment approaches to design and implement government pro-
grams and to assess outcomes of these programs.

This goal must apply to new programs as well as existing
programs including those involved with health care, income
support, learning, resource management and so on. We as a
government must use our resources with the greatest possible
efficiency. This means continually assessing and testing our
approaches.

A fourth and final goal of our research and development
strategy is to integrate all our approaches to maximize the
quality of life for Canadians. An enhanced quality of life is an
important result of research and development efforts. Research
into health care, child development and environment is an
important component of this thrust.

It is our objective to work with Canadians from one end of the
country to the other to utilize research and development and to
support the development of a new economy in Canada. We have
some marvellous models, some shining examples of success.
One is the city of Waterloo, a community which has been hurt
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over the last several years with the loss of thousands of jobs in
traditional sectors.

I visited there recently. Through an extraordinary research,
development and training partnership between the university
and business, the largest co—operative program in the world, the
community has built upon the opportunities of the new economy
to replace the large majority of the lost jobs through the
development of new businesses and new industries.

Initiatives such as the information highway will play key
roles in promoting growth in the new Canadian economy. To this
end I spoke at the beginning of February in Toronto at the
Information Technology Association of Canada to outline the
government’s goals in developing a Canadian strategy for the
information highway. Our goals are threefold.

First, we want a strategy which emphasizes employment
opportunities through innovation and investment. Opportunities
for Canadians are our top priority.

Second, we want a strategy that emphasizes Canadian culture
and Canadian values. In essence we believe the cars and the
trucks of the information highway, the information packages,
may be as important or perhaps even more important than the
highway itself. We want to be sure that Canadians can learn
about Canadian achievements and Canadian success stories
through the information highway.

[Translation)

We want to make sure that Canadians can be made aware of
Canadian successes and achievements through this information
highway.

[English]

Third, we want a strategy which will give Canadians universal
access at reasonable cost. All Canadians, whether rich or poor,
whether rural or urban, must be able to take advantage of the
opportunities of the information highway. Initiatives like the
media centre in the constituency of the hon. member for
Broadview—Greenwood and Larry Geller’s freenet in rural
Sprague, Manitoba, may be very important in bringing these
dreams to reality.
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The information highway provides extraordinary opportuni-
ties for communities to take control of their own destiny
wherever they may be located. The example of North Bay is
inspiring.

Ten days ago on February 25, just three days after the budget
which will result in a considerable reduction of personnel at the
base in North Bay, the community was going full steam ahead
with plans to make North Bay a central hub on the information
highway, to create an integrated community network for health,
education and business, and to bring the benefits to North Bay
and surrounding areas of the emerging technological opportuni-
ties. I was there that day and felt the excitement as participant



