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vendors could take to help the government help our communi
ties become safer for women, for children and for men.

Liberals from Saskatoon—Humboldt were denied the most 
basic democratic right: to choose their own candidate. The 
Reform Party not only allows the grassroots to participate—

The package of justice bills currently before the House, the 
new National Crime Prevention Council, the work of several of 
our ministers and more effective gun control will improve and 
protect the quality of life for all Canadians.

Let us all work together toward these objectives.
[Translation]

IRVING WHALE

Mr. Patrick Gagnon (Bonaventure—îles-de-la-Made- 
leine): Mr. Speaker, last week the hon. member for Laurentides 
quite belatedly took up the issue of the Irving Whale wreck. I 
think it is now time to recall what this government and other 
members of Parliament have done to solve this 24-year old 
problem.

On the second and third of March, the Gagnon-Easter Com
mittee held public meetings in Prince Edward Island and in the 
Magdalen Islands. On March 18, the Minister of Environment 
and the Minister of Transport announced that the Government of 
Canada had decided to refloat that boat that has been lying in 
deep water for almost 8,600 days.

JUSTICE

Mr. Myron Thompson (Wild Rose): Mr. Speaker, with great 
anticipation I attended the CAVEAT convention in Hamilton, 
Ontario. I believed, in listening to various groups and individu
als attending, I could get some new ideas and new procedures 
that would help address the problems in our justice system.

I heard many good suggestions, but I also heard that getting 
support for these good suggestions would be difficult because 
there are no funds to improve justice, victims’ rights, restitution 
and safety for the citizens.

I mention this because no sooner did I hear the government 
had no funds for justice than I was told the government had $ 12 
million to build a commercial building in Edmonton that would 
house doctors, lawyers, private associations, a bank and a 
restaurant, all private enterprises that could fund their own 
working environment.

It seems the government can spend $12 million to support 
associations, professions and private enterprise but has no funds 
to give to justice and give justice to Canadians.

We now know what is important to the government, and one 
thing is for sure: it is not justice.

It took only 135 days for this government to remedy the 
situation. It should be stressed that the Leader of the Opposition, 
when he was Minister of the Environment, had refused to 
intervene even if he was aware of the dangers of that time bomb 
and despite the recommendations of the study report on the 
security of tankers that he had commissioned.

Our public hearings and the environmental evaluation have 
confirmed that the refloating option was the best solution and 
the safest for the environment as well as for the local population.

The Irving Whale wreck will be refloated next summer, as the 
government has promised to do. Unlike the Leader of the 
Opposition, on this issue, we have faced up to our responsibili
ties.

* * *

BILL C-41[English]
Mr. Stan Keyes (Hamilton West): Mr. Speaker, the Standing 

Committee on Justice and Legal Affairs will eventually embark 
on an analysis of Bill C-41. Among other things the legislation 
proposes changes to section 745 of the Criminal Code.

I rise in the House today to encourage members of the 
Standing Committee on Justice and Legal Affairs to give serious 
consideration to the elimination of section 745 of the Criminal 
Code. Clearly the time has come to revisit the appropriateness of 
a legal loophole that allows first degree murderers to apply for a 
reduction in their parole after serving only 15 years of a 
so-called life sentence without parole for 25 years.

GUN CONTROL

Ms. Paddy Torsney (Burlington): Mr. Speaker, gun control 
is part of an important package of crime prevention measures 
the government is serious about embarking upon.

This week I met with members of the Burlington Rifle Club, 
an organization located in my riding with members from several 
area ridings. The club’s safety director, several of its members 
and I had a terrific discussion about ways we could improve 
safety in our communities and measures gun owners and gun


