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Mr. GARDINER: In view of the fact that
the Minister of Labour and his department
are dealing with this problem, which was
put up to thom by the Departrnent of Labour,
perhaps the minister would state in a few
wvords what the position is.

Mr. MITCHELL: My hon. friend knows
the situation in the packing industry. H1e
knows thero bas been a tremendous increase
in the production of live stock in this country.
Speaking approximately, tbere are now 4,000
more people engaged in the packing industry
than there were at the outbreak of war. I
recently roturned from the United States,
where w-e had a discussion of problems affec-
ting the agricultural industry, and a similar
situation exists there. My hon. friend raises
the issue of equol pay for equal work. The
national war labour boord bas laid dlown cer-
tain guiding prineiples. The org-anization to
whicb my lion. friend refers bas the right to
appear 1before either o regional board or the
national huard, wlîiehe ver jurisdliction may
coi or its partieular probleui. I do not think
the question is eue whiehî con be diseussod
in detail in coinrnittee of this house. Wbat-
ever case the applicants eau inike before the

board, in conformity witlî the wago stabiliza-
tion policy of this countr 'v, the board will
considler and render a decjÂion lipen. If it

is a rogional board question the parties have
the rigbit of appeal to the national board,
whoso determination is final.

There was sorne talk. I believe, of a slow-
clown strikoz in a plant in Edmonton; I think
it w-as the Burns plant. The matter involved

aa one of provincial jurisdliction, coming
under what I think is callod the wages and
indlustry board of Alberta, and my information
ns that Mr. Cla-yton Adams, chairman of the
board, diseussed tbe issues involved in the
slow-clown in Edmonton: that the slow-down
stopped last Friday; that at tbe presenit
moment nogotiations are taking place hetween
employers and ernployees in that particular
indnnstry, and that it was expected that a
conclusion would ho reacbied to-day or to-
morrow.

Mr. CASTLEDE N: I can take it from the
minister's reply that the answer to my
question is: ne, there is net at the present
tirne equal pay for wernen for oqual work.

Mr. MITCHELL: My hon. friend is not
geing te put words like that in my rnouth.

Mr. CASTLEDEN: Thon would the minis-
ter jnnst answer the question?

Mr. MITCHELL: That is aIl right; I know
that is good campaign matorial out in tbe
country, but the bion. member is net going
to get away with that.

[Mr. Castieden.]

Mr. CASTLEDEN: And probably I shall
flot gct an answer to my question.

Mr. MITCHELL: My bion. friend does
flot need to worryv about that either. I was
describing the process of labour negotiation
in tbis country. I do flot know neither does
rny hon. friend or he would flot have asked
the question what will be the outcome until
this partictilar orgonization has made jts case
before the regional board in Alberta. If they
feel that an appeal to the national board
would he a just exercise of their rights, no
doubt they will appeal. I do not thjnk
either my hon. friend or myseif can answer a
question of that description.

Mr. WRIGHT: The Minister of Agriculture
'tated ît moment ago that hie thought that
sorne of the responsibility for the securing of
this help rested witbi tbe farm organizations of
western Canada. that tbey sbou]d supply
sorne belp from the farms to the packing
plants. I connot agree witb him about that.

Mr. GARIDINER: I did not say that some
of the responsibility rested uipon tbem. 1 said
that tliey had been nsked for their cooperation
and that they had granted ii.

Mr. WRIGHT: Absolutely. It seems to
mie that they migbit be made available in
seasons of the year when tbey are not needed
on the farîns. But there are~ a number of
indlustries in Canada which are less essential
thon agriculture.

Mr. GARDINER: Some of the fellows who
corne oint of theni would not be of much use,
on short notice.

Mr. WRIGHT: They prohably would have
as rnuch experience in the packing plants as
sorne of the people who are taken fromn the
farms.

Mr. GARDINER: Not at throwing some-
thing around as beavy as a hog.

Mr. WRIGHT: I have been through a great
miny paeking plants, and I have not seen
any moan box ing to tbirow oronrnd a hog. To-
day thing-s are done pretty well by mechanism.

Mr. GARDINER: H1e is a lot better man
if he can do it.

Mr. WRIGHT: No; strength is not the
main factor. That is borne out by the fact that
a number of wornen have heen taken into
these plants and are displacing men. I strongly
suggest to the Minister of Labour that he
make a survey to discover if there are not
other industries from which men can bo drawn
înstead of asking the farmors of western
Canada to supply more labour, ospecially in
the sommer timo.

Mr. MITCHELL: I arn not going to get
into a discussion of solective service, which

COMMONS


