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toric, in the face of facts, flot on]y known
to the laymen, of Canada, but set forth
with great particularity by the experts of
the admiralty!

I could go on and refer to the speech of
the hon. member for Pictou (Mr. E. M.
Macdonald). I could refer to the speech,
the volcanie eruption from. Red Deer. Usu-
ally that gentleman is content to belch
forth the burning lava of Cobdenism on bie
frienda in this House, and especially, in-
fandum dictu, on our own and only Cob-
den-medalist, until that right hion. gentle-
man finds himself buried and suffocated in
the slag and ashes an d forgotten things, of
a dead doctrine. I could refer to the other
speeches, but I wish to repeat in conclusion
that xnanly, robust Canadianism is well con-
tent with a fleet if it conforms to thiese
conditions: it may be a fleet buiît and
equipped in Canada by Canadians, offlcered,
manned and provisioned by Canadians, but
it must be an integral part of the imperial
navy just as Canada herseif is an integra]
part of the British empire. Canada bas
grown on the gaze of the world, a signal
example of internai expansive energy, but
Canada'has not yet found herseif, Canada
has not yet realized the significance of bier
peculiar, lier unique position in the empire,
and lias not been fruitful in the more
salient and striking characteristics of na-
tionhood. How can that be brought about?
Let us cease to seek sheiter under, let us
cease to be parasites upon, the Britishi tax-
payer and the American taxpayer. Let us
give, and give at once, to the imperial navy,
whicb ail admit is the best guarantee of
Canada's future greatness and safety. Let
us remexuber that armed and equipped by
nature with ail the weaith of boundiess
wheatflelds, of inexhaustible minerai re-
sources, of vast forests and teeming fisher-
ies, Canada occupies in the Britisb family
in these vigorous latitudes of the north, a
peculiar, a pivotai position. Midway be-
tween Europe and Asia, midway between
Europe and Australia, on the direct Uine of
commerce between the occident and the
orient stands Canada, that young giant of
the north, witb hands outstretched, the
ene foir the trade and commerce of the At-
lantic, the other for the new and grow-
ing trade of the Pacific. How essential to
that trade and to the protection of that
trade it is that the imperial navy shaîl con-
tinue to be our navy, and shall continue to
hold the supremacy of the seas. With
these two conditions satisfled, who will
deny that Canada, owing to that central
position she occupies in the empire's circle,
will one day become the centre of the mer-
chant fleet, the commercial progrese and
the transportation facilities of the British
empire. Long may the day be distant when
any party or propaganda in Canada will be
able to swing the pendulum of our destiny

outside that empire circle; that circle within
wbich lies not only Our present freedom
and liberties, but our future permanence
and jgreatness as a people, a nation and an
empire.

Mr. IRALPH SMITH <Nanaimo.) I find
as such difficulty in controlling the argu-
mýent of my hon. friend (Mr. Cowan) as hie
and my good friend the member for New
Westminster (Mr. Taylor) found when they
were operating that balloon on their flshing
trip last summer. I have listened carefully
to every 'word my hion. friend (Mr. Cowan)
bas said and to every argument bie bas
tried to present, and I say that no bon.
member in this House bas submitted to this
panliament a depreciation of the leading
men of this country in any way equai to
the denunciations of the hion. memben. He
began by telling the bouse how very im-
portant it was that we sbould eliminate
politics fnom this debate, and I submit to
!lie intelligence of eveny fain-minded man
in this panliament that the bon. gentleman
strayed very far f rom bis own advice. He
wvent on to argue in bis own way that the
Prime Minister was propagating, preacbîng
and pnoclaiming a doctrine of absolute in-
dependence and that bie was using bis in-
fluence at every opportunity upon the hust-
ings in certain portions of this country in
favour of a spirit of alienation from Great
Bnitain. Mr. Speaker, that is a charge not
against the Prime Minister but againat the
intelligence of the British people in this
country. There is no one man in tbis coun-
try to-day-even if the Prime Ministen had
the disposition the hon. member speaks of
-stnong enoughi to use an influence jthat
could alienate tbe attachment that 'the
great mass of the Canadian people have
ton Eritain and British institutions. But
that is not tbe doctrine tbat bon, gentlemen
opposite preacb aIl the tîme. In one por-
tion of the country they cny out that tbe
right bon, gentleman is too Britishi, and in
another portion of the country they declare
-and I know full 'well whene that portion
of the country is-tbat the rigbt hon, gen-
tleman is not British enougb. We neyer
bave gone thnough a federai campaign in
British Columbia, but that the principal
ýdeclanation of bion, gentlemen opposite is
-the nepeated statement that the Prime
Minister of Canada is not loyal to British
sentiment, or to the interests of the people
of the west. No question bas ever been sub-
mitted to this parliament of greater import-
atice or of more far reaching effect, and no
question was ever submitted to this panlia-
ment that ought to receive the sober de-
liberation, of this House more than the
question now under discussion. And yet I
submlt, Sir, and I think the members of
this bouse will agree witb me, that te-
nigbt we have had to listen for two hours
ýo the performance of a political mounte-
bank.


