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Thornpson then made what 1 consider a
solemu declaration, wbieb I charge hon.
gentlemen opposite with ntlvn pt
on this occasion. fotlvn upo

I appealed to the House to continue the pre-
sent system while the territorial system con-
tinued, and I declared that in my opinion the
whole subjeot would be open and free to par-
liament as to what constitution we would give
to the provinces when the provinces were cre-
ated.

Now, Sir, I only remark in passing, that
it is flot a declaration. Let' the constitu-
tion take !ts course; that is not a declara-
tion that the constitution applies autornati-
caily. It le a declaration to this parliament,
and to those men who were endeavouring
to get rid of that clause to prevent any
sucb argument being used as is now used.
Keep quiet, be stili, becaulse when the tirne
cornes-as if- bas corne now-you will be
free to act as you see fit. Mr. McCar.thy
replied to hlm in these words:

I arn ve*ry glad that the right hon. gentleman
has explained it In that way, 'and perhaps I
was wrong In my understanding of hie remarkýs.
Of course It ie an Important declaration frorn
the Firet Minister. Now, the Bouse will bave
to use its own judgment on this question. Wbat
I say is this :that if this question of separate
scbools is to remain in its present position
until we grant provincial autonomy to any por-
tion of the Northwest. it will be praotioally
Impossible, unlese there la an -enormous change
lu public opinion, to deny thern what every
other province that bas jolned the confedera-
tion bas beeu entitled to, wbat Manitoba was
entitied to, and what I subrnit under the cir-
cumstauces every Province would be entitled to.
Now, let me draw attentIon to the constitution
conferred upon Manitoba lu that regard. I
have not got it under my baud, but lt will be
found ou consulting lt that when we conferred
autonomy upon the province of Manitoba we
did it by reference to the British Nortb Ameni-
ca, Acot. Wbat we declared was, that- wbere
not otherwise provided for. in the Act, ail the
provisions of the British North America Act
sbould apply to the province of Manitoba, and
1 think the very sarne words were contained
iu the resolutions whIch were passed at the
tixue British Columbia and the province of
Prince Edward Island carne into the union. So
that we have got that precedeut before us;
that was the promise upon wbleb we admitted
Manitoba, and looking at the character of the
legisiatt-on, I do not thiuk there can be auy
doubt that the same rule muet apply wben we
admit the provinces to be created out of the
Nortbwest Territories.

Now, Sir, wbat bappened ? There are
many bon. gentlemen sitting opposite Wbo
were present on that occasion. Tbe bon.
member for East Grey (Mr. Sproule), 1
tbink, Is the ouly gentleman lu this Bouse
on tbat aide wbo is consistent to-day. He
said : You sbould net give them a chance,
or let .tbem bave an 'argument that tbey
can use for fastening separate schools on
the new provinces under the constitution.
But of course be migbt have justIfied. hnself
lu votlng wltb tbe then premier by saying:

Wheu the time cornes we will be free-as
the tben premier said. But they were
warned tbat wben this time did corne tbat
wouId happen wbicb Is happening to-day.
Again, wbat bappened ? The vote was
taken, and 114 members to 21 maintained
tbat clause on tbe statute-book, notwitb-
standing the warnings. which were then
gîven, and we are now face to face with
the position that was then foreseen. Now,
S1r, up to tbat point whIcb brings us to
1894, tbere cannot be any cavilling, tbere
cannot be any quibbling over the statement
that from the standpoint of policy both
political parties were of the sarne mmnd.
There were Independent men wbo broke
away from party hunes on that question
and who cbose to think for thernseives as
I do. First, there was George Brown. Then
later there were my revered uncle, Dalton
McCartby, tbe member for East Grey (31r.
Sproule). Col. O'Brien, the Hon. Clarke Wal-
lace, Clifford Sifton, Josepb Martin, John
Charlton, and several others-there are men
w'ho have always spoken their minds freely
and from conviction. Then we corne to 189,
when the agitation began with reference to
the Manitoba schools. We then bad, as you
will 'renxmber, a fight lu Haldimand. The
Hon,. Mr. Montagne sougbt re-election after
the rernedial order was passed; we faced
hlm Iu Haldirnand and we were defeated.
We fougbt the question over again In Card-
well and we won. As to wbat took place
In Cardwell, I will bave more to say, be-
cause upon that occasion a gentleman wbo
bas grown very eloquent in this House.
spent a cons4derable tirne In that riding. A
platforrn, upon wbicb Mr. Stnbbs, the Mc-
Car.tby candi-date was elected, wns formu-
lated, and the third plank lu that platforin
was as follows:

To lusiet In the matter of education, so fan
as tbe subject is withiu the control of the par-
liament o! Canada, that the provin:!es shahi
bave exclusive autbority, that no sý!3tarian Bye-
tem shahl be forced 'i1pon the provincas by Don-
Inion legisiation, and to further Insist tipon the
abolition o! the provision requiring the astab-
Ilshment of separate schools lu the Ternitories.

Now, Sir, upon th&t we fotigbt Cardwell,
upon that we won Cardwell, and, as 1 say,
the hon. -gentleman who was the Finance
Minister ln that administration, the hion.
gentleman who now represents North Toron-
to, made a great many speeches, of which
I have extracts. 8peaking on the l7th De-
cernber, at Camilla, he said:

Be sbowed bow separate echools had cri-
ginated at desire and the protection of Pro-
testant rninerity iu Quebec. This guarantee
had been incorpcrated In the constitution at the
time of confederation to protect the rights of
minorities of ail provinces.

At Alton he said :

He thought the narrow sectarian platformn of
Mr. MoCarthy was Dlot broad euougb for the
Intelligent electors of Çardwell. The iriniple
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