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it out with that clearness and readiness
which are essential in a matter like the
franchise.

The hon. member for West Huron (Mr.
Cameron) said that one of the greatest ob-
jections 10 the existing law was its fraudw
lent character, and that it was desirable o
adopt measures that would prevent anything
like fraud or dishonesty in the cenduct of
our elections. There is not a member of
this Hcuse who does not realize the vitai
importance of
law, and one that will be fairly and hon-
estly administered. 1 was very much as-

tonished on a ftformer occasivn, when
this question  was under the con-
sideration of the House, to hear the

bon. First Minister refer to ballot stuffing.
There is something worse in my judgment
than even ballot stufling, and that is stuft-
ing the voters' lists, but I may tell the hou.

gentdeman that 1 think he can hardly bave : 1,000 men have been robbed of their franchise,
taken place in y4nd now Mr. Laurier. seeing how much it has

been following what has
connection with the charges of ballot stuft-
ing in the province of Manitoba when he

gard to that province. The Lon. gentlewan,
o

e¢r thought, fully justified him in bringing this
question to the attention of the House. With the
iknowledge which he possessed regarding the in-
famy that has followed in the tracks of our pro-
vincial Election Act, he could only qualify this

~.Act as an infamy.

There we have a description of this Mani-
toba Act which the hon. Solicitor General
(Mr. Fitzpatrick) invites us to make the law
of this Dominion for the election of mem-

i bers of this House :
having an lonest election :

By it, nut only are the people of this province

! deprived of their rights, but the very law shields

the men who are guilty. Mr. Laurier’s intention
ix to substitute the present Dominion Elections
Act with the Act which is a standing disgrace to

s tiais province.

cAnd 1 invire the attention of ien. gentle-
“men who want an honest law, one that will
Sprevent fraud. to this statewment :

By it, at the last provincial eleetion,

above

Lelped his friends in this province, now proposes

 to give it wuder scope and adopt it for the Do-
ventured to speak of ballot stutling with re- .

I presume. does pot require to be told that:

having expended some 35000 of public
money in the prosecution of that charge,
having put the law in motion in that pro-
vince, and the Attorney Gewneral having ar-
rested somne twenty or more parties accused
of that charge, the result was that only one
single conviction was obtained out or the
whole twenty cases. Instead of its being
proved that any such general violation of
the law had taken place, the very reverse
WwWias  proveu. One man  was convieted on
his own testimony, amd it is believed that
that textimony was due to the fact that the
Conservative party had refused to allow
him to blackmail them. Ile then went io
the other side, and on the evidence of thix
one man. a blackmailer, they succeeded in
ohiaining one convicetion out of twenty or
more cases, in which people had been treat-
ed with the greatest harshuness and orushy
possible, through the law being put in foree
against them without cause, One after
another of those accused was acquitted and
only one conviction  obtained. and thar,
under most gquestionable circumstances, and
after an expemtiture of $5.000 by hon. zen-
tlemen opposite.

I may =ay that I hold in my liand the re-
port of a speech of the leader of the Oppo-
sition in the Manitoba House, Mr. Robhlin :

Mr. Roblin said Lefore proceeding to the or-
ders of the day there was a matter of importance
to the province and to himself, as a loyal citizen.
which he would like to bring hefore the House.
He referred to the rights of citizenship. The
speaker then read from a speech made in the

' House of Commons on Friday last by the Hon.
Mr. Laurier. regarding the clections held in this
jrovince last summer. This statement shouid be
taken in connection with what was put into the
mouth of His Excellency the Governor General
in the Speech from the Threne.
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minion.
“Amd when it is remembered how small is
the number of votes in the province of

This, the speak- .

Manitoba, the IHouse can readily grasp the
statement made by a respousible member
of the local legislature that it has defraud-
ed 100000 electors in that province of their
votes, What has been the result of all
these prosceutions for alleged ballot stuft-
ing :

What has been the result of all these proseci-
tions for alleged hallot stuffing? Only one man
is convicted, and that upon his own evidence. If
the Attorney General has obtained from his pro-
tege, Frechboru, all the evidence that has been
revealed hefore the courts, he should communi-
viate it to the House, so that we might be in a
positian to refute the vile slander of Laurier’s on
this province. Is lL.aurier aware that, after his
Governinent had granted 85,000 to this govern-
n:ent to prosecute those suspected of ballot stui-
fing, only one wman has been convicted?

Mr. Roblin gives us in graphic detail what
the real character of this Manitohba Aer is,
and 1 would net trouble thie House with it
were it not that we are invited to make this
Manitoba Aect the law of this Parliament
for the election of members to this House.
Mr. Iloblin states from his place in the
House :

What does Laurier propose doing? He intends,
if he can, to have the provincial and infamous
law imposed on the whole Dominion. This Acg
vas introduced in 1890 or 1892, He bhad fought
this Bill at every stage because he knew that thao
governinent intended by it to legislate away the
rights of a large number of voters. As it was
first introduced. it would give power to an agent
to prepare the voters’ list without any one know-
ing who was on it. He had, however, succeeded
in having this clause struck out. As it now
reads, the Lieutenant-Governor can appoint a re-
gistration clerk, who is not bound by time, so
that a court of revision can, and often is, ap-
pointed and sitting before the list is completed.
It can be easily seen what an opportunity this



