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Acts this is impossible. We can only vest the
admiralty jurisdiction in a court having unlimited
civil jurisdiction. The County Courts are notsuch
courts, and, therefore, it is not possible to give
admiralty jurisdiction to theni. So we are thrown
back on two propositions: The one which I sub-
mitted, that we should leave it where it should be

left, and was left by the ImnperiaI Parliaient
if we did not legislate, namely, in the Supremine
Court of the several provinces ; and' the other
is, to constitute the Court of Exchequer and
Admiralty Court. The Exchequer Court is a'
court of unimited civil jurisdiction within the
interpretation clause méntioned in the Imperial Act.
By that clause, unhimited civil jurisdiction means
jurisdiction unliinited as to the amount to be
recovered. The Excheqiuer Court cones within
that definition. I repeat there are only two possible
schemes for this House to adopt :one is to vest
the jurisdiction in the Supreme Courts of each prov-
ince,ani theother is to create the Exchequer Court
the Court of Admiralty. There are gräve and serioins
objections to thelatter course, and the Minister of
Justice lias endeavoured to meet tlese obiections,
but the hon. gentleman lias notconvinced nie, parti-
cularly with respect to the right of appeal, and in
that the lion. member for Cape Breton coincurs
with me. The more you think of it, the more
objectionable that feature will appear. Putting4

on one side the objection as to whether it is proper
that the judgment of the chief justice should be
subject to appeal to the exchequer judge-suppose
a case involving $2,000 or $3,00) is tried iin Halifax,
is lecideF)y the chief justice, ani an appeal is
taken to the exchequer judge here, counsel will
have to come all the way fromn Nova Scotia
to argue the case, the Exchequer Court will take
time to - consider it, and reverse or confiruii
the decision. An appeal lies to the Supréme Court,
and the same course Will be pursued, and the
counsel will have t< n'me here. The Court of
Review is not a court: that recommends itself in
practice to the better judgment of "litigants or
counsel. There should be an alternative appeal,
and there should be a right of appeal, either to the
Exchequer Court judge or direct to the Suprene
Court. That, of course, might get us ont of the
difficulty. I look with some degree of alarn at the
possibility of establishing a large numnber of local
Admiralty Courts within the Dominion. Such a
scheme would involve a very large outlay. It
must be remnembered that the judge selected to dis-
charge the important functions of an admniralty
judge mnust be a superior class of man. He will
have to deal with cases involving amnounts varying
fromn $1,000 to $50,000, and in case of a collision be-
tween larg e steam vessels, thesummightbe$100,000,
and therefore, the abstruse nature of the subject, the
important character of the cases and the immense
value at stake, call for the appointment of a very
high officer. What I coutend is that we now have
that class of officers on the bench in every pro-
vince, and if instead of legislating so as to create.
a lot of separate and independent courts in this*
Dominion, we begin in the direction in whieh the
Im erial Parliament has been legislating, that of
naking one universal Supreme Court with several
branches, we shall be proceeding in the right direc-
tion. With all deference to the arguments ad-
vanced by the hon. gentlemeü opposite, I an still
of the opinion that the judges of the Supreme

Courts in admiralty cases, with jurisdiction vested
in all the judges and an appeal to the Supreme
Court of the province, would bea more effectiveand
cheaper mode than that proposed. In view of the
importance of the subject, I sugget tLU the Minis-
ter of Justice whéther he woudbe disposed not to
press this subject through the House this session,
)ut leave it as a inatter for moi'e mature considera-
ti6n on the part of the legal fraternity througlhout
the Dominion.

Mr. McDONALD(Victoria). I do not seewhere
thé objection in regard to the appointment of
County Court judges applies. I think this Parlia-
ment could naine any person;,whether a judge or
not.

Mr. DAVIES (P.E.I.). The Imperial Act pro-
hibits you froni doing so.

Mr. McDONALD (Victoria). No; whoever is
appointed wil be a judge of the Exchequer Court.
If the judge of the County Court were appoiited,
lie would become a local judge of the Admiralty
.Court. I ean quite understand the reason the lion.
mnember for Queen's (Mr. Davies) desires to have
only one court ineach province. Heresides atChar-
lottetown, and no doubt would like to have alil the
adniraity business transacted there. It lias been
a great objection in regard to the Adniralty Court
in Nova Scotia, that all the court business was
transacted at Halifax, and a great many of the out-
side lawyers obtained very little work there. It
was so expensive to get even very small laims
through that very mauy were abandoied. Two
years ago we lhad a seamnan's claim for 850, and it
cost $100 in Halifax to get a decree to sell the.
vessel, the. expenses- being-divided betweei~ the
master of the court, the registrar, and a very small
fee for the solicitors. The vessel w'as afterwards
sold for $120. I hope sone proposition will be
maide for the reduction of the fees, and I do not
see why the clerks of the court should not have
power to mnake out the necessary papers, especially
in regard to claims for smiall amounts.

Sir JOHN THOMPSON. The lion. gentleman
is quite right in supposing that the provisions of
the Bill cal be applied to smnaller divisions than the
present .dmiralty divisions ; but such provisions
could ròt be applied without a Bill of this char-
acter. As reghrds the proposal to postpone con-
sideration of this matter, I look upon this Bill as
not only important but most urgent. The Imnperial
Act came into force on July lst; it provides that
ertain steps shall)be taken in regard to jurisdic-
tioe, and it would be very objectionable to allow
the jtirisdiction to be vested elsewhere aind then
take it way,

Mr. DAVIES (P.E.I.) The hon. gentleman's
arguments no doubt will be quite sufficient to in-
duce hiun to proceed with the Bill. I understand
by the Imperial Act that if we do not establislh an
Admiralty Court for Canada, the adniralty juris-
diction will be vested in the courts having ainir-
alty jurisdiction, which will be in the Supreme
Courts of each province, so that in case we do not
pass the Bill it would resuilt that the Supreme
Court of the different provinces would be Courts
of Admiralty.

Sir JOHN THOMPSON. That is what I meant,
that the jurisdiction would pass to the provincial
courts, and it would then be very inconvenient for
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