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It is further resolved, that~the half-breed in thee Territories are entitled
to, and should receive the marne privileges as regards lande as have
already been conceded to their brethren in Manitoba.'

"I send this by the request of the meeting. A memorandum of griev-1
ances goes forward by next mail. with over two hundred signatures, In
case of refusal of the demands, the question of resorting to arms and
joining the half-breeds was moved. One speaker said that if we are
refused we will get behind our Winchesters. The President said the only
difference between a settler and a wild animal In this country was that
the wild animal had a close season, whereas the settler was hunted at
all sasons, either by the police, Government officials, or ranchmen.
The balf-breeds are greatly pleased with the resolutions, and intend to
join the association. A manifesto is to follow the telegram to Sir John.
This feeling has been matnring for some time, and it ls believed to be
more serions than it seems."

Sir, following up the proceedings of that meeting, a petition
was prepared and transmitted to the Government at
Ottawa, wherein it is urged by the petitioners :

"I 1. That we, Her Majesty's loyal subjects, residing In the North-West
Territories of Canada, are entitled to the same rights and privileges as
freemen, both In regard ta the tenure of the soi, and representative
institutions, as are enjoyed by our brethren in the other colonies of the
empire.

" 2. That these rights and privi1egea have hitherto been denied to us
for, as we consîder, very lnsuffletent reasons.

"°3. That corne ofus have been reslding up on our homesteads,and have
made improvements thereon, for a much longer period than that
requlred by the provisions of the Dominion Lands Act, and have con-
formed to all the conditions thereof, but have as yet been unable to
procure our patents. the result of which has been that settlers have
been debarred and discouraged from making on their uncertain hold-
ings the improvements necessary for their comfort and success, and we
wiah to impress lu the most forcible manner upon the Government the
irritating and mischievous result of this nost unreasonable and unac-
countable delay In giving legal ownershtp to those peaceable settlers
who, by their assiduons compliance with the conditions or settlement,
are entitled to the same. We require, therefore, from the Government,
thaft patents for these lands be at once issued to those entitled to receive
them.

"5 That large tracts of land in the disfriet of Alberta are now nom-
Inaly under lease (a considerable quantityof which is fit for agricultural
purposes) the terme and conditions of whlch leases have ,not been com-
plied with. We require that these leases be lmnediately cancelled,
and the lands ineluded in then, and also In all other leases already
granted, uron which settlers may wish to locate, should be opened for
entry and settlement.

"7. We are of opinion that the half-breeds of the North-West Terri-
tories are entitled to the same rights and privileges as have alreadv been
conceded to their brethren in Manitoba. And we most earnestly
impress upon the Government the neesity of granting these privileges
as the onlv way of removing the present discontent, and of quieting
the disturbances which have already unhappily arisen ln these Terri-
tories.

"s. We have heard wlth great regret of the rejection of a measure
introduced into the Dominion Parliament providing for the represen-
tation of these Territorles In that body, and we would wish strongly
to impress upon the Goverernment the fact that notlhing short of imme-
diate representation In Parliament will satisfy the people of these
Territorles.

Now, Sir, I say that the proceedings at this publie meeting,
held by British subjects, livinLr under the British flag
under the protection which the Goverument of this coun,
try are bound to afford them, are entitled to every conside-
ration at the hands of this Governmeont. So far as appears
by the papers brought down, they have received no conside-
ration at the bands of this Government. The Government
have been inactive,they have not moved, they have done
nothing, they have allowed these grievances to go uninves-
tigated and these wrongs to romain unredressed. I find
that the correspondence of the Mail newspaper of the 17th
April, 1885, which states:

" By far the most serious complaint, however, le based upon the idea
that ln nome way or other the settler "bas no show'> with outsiders,
who obtain possession of lands wbich he, as a squatter, has Improvedi
and built upon. This, I take it, Ia the core of ail the discontent andJ
disaffection among whites and half-breeds alike; but of the truth or1
falsity of it I am not ln a position to speak from any personal know-
ledge."

The Toronto Telegram says:
gi" But we may be sure that all those who are discontented ln the North-
West are not half-breeds with frauduient claims. Even white settlers
have complained that tney could not get their land patents, so ma ny
ofmcials having fallen victims to the land fever."y

Sir, it 1e quite clear from those papers, and from the state-
monts I have read that the half breeds in the North-Westi
Territories have grievances that have remained unredressed,
that settlers have had for a long series of years, grievances
of the most important character, that the Government of
the country failed to recognise or consider. I now proceed
to discuss for a few moments another class of the populationt
in the North-West Territories deserving the careful consi-
deration of the Parliament of Canada-I refer to the Indianst
I would not have entored at length upon the discus-1
sion of this question had not the hon. member who pro.t

Mr. CAMEuON (nron).

ceded me declared in his lace in Parliament, that the
Indians of the PNorth-West errtories had been treated
with the utmost consileration by the Government of this
country, that they had no caims, no grievance3, nothing to
complain of, no wrongs to redress. Sir, I propose to make
it abundantly clear that the Indians in the North-West Ter.
ritories had a cause of complaint, that they did complain to
this Government, and that the publie press of the North-
West Territories, writing in the interests of our common
humanity, complained to this Governmont, that the Indians
in many cases were starved to death, and in many cases,
frozen to death through the negligence of this Government ;
that the Indian was neglected, robbed, and cheated, that ho
was swindled by the employes of this Govern ment appointed
to administer the affairs of this country in the North-West
Territories, and that this miscoduet was conninved at by the
Government. Sir, on the 14th March,1884, the Moose Jaw
Newrs, writing of the condition of the Indians in that neigh-
borhood says :

" In this connection the case of several Indian familles In this vicInity
may be cited. A friend drivlng by one, a few days ago, was given to
understand that death had been in their midst. On entering the tepee a
pi lable sight was discovered. Starvation was visible in their counten-
ances, and a glance sufficed to show the cause of the warrior's death.
One can hardly imagine how they had lived at ail. The canvas of the
tent waq old antd torn. Not a vestige of anything edible was to be seen,
but a few rabbit-skins iying around showed what had composed Oneir
last meal. Everything la the way of blankets was under or over the
dead braves. Around a cheerless fire were huddled an Indian and three
or four squaws. They stated that they had been without food for two
days, and appearances would go to prove the truth of their assertion.
Can we. In this enlightened age, allow scenes like this to take place In
our midst wlthout utterIng an indignant protest to the proper autheš-i-
ties. Would these Indians have left their reserves, and run the risk ef
starvation, if they were sure of being supplied with the necessities of
life there ? "

The Quebec Mercury says:

"Could thisrising of the Indiansl ithe North-West have been pre-
vented ? There is, at this early hour of the rebellion, a différence of
opinion on the subject; but IL does not prevent soine from thinking that
the Department of Interlor at Ottawa, who have charge of the Indian
reserves, muet have been dreadfuliy dilatory lu their attention te Indien
and half-breed mattera. rl thîs clty there la a feeling aaong tie
English and French tha tihe Indians had a grievance, and It should
have been settled."

The Moose Jaw News, on the 13th Jane, 1884, discussing
the injury inflicted by this Governmont on Chief Piapot in
compelling him to remain on a swampy and unhealthy
reserve and declining to change it for one of a more hoalthy
character says:

" But even this will be utterly insuffcient to wipe out the past. Its
record will remain a foui blot In our history. The sufferings of the
Indians in the Assnibola reserves during the past winter are a burning
shame to us, a lasting reproach to our Government. What would be
thougisi of us lu Engianti, or lu any otiser chrictian country, were IL
ceary understood that for weeks large bauds cf Indians, the wards of
the nation, poor, wretched creatures, whose primitive sources of supply
had been cut off by our invasion, and whom we were bound by solemn
treaty, as well as by every consideration of justice and humanity, to leed
and care for, were dying by scores, partly from seami-starvation and
partly from disease resulting from the bad quality of the food supplied by
the agehts! It le no excuse to say that the lacts were not-known. Why
were they not known ? Were there not higih officiais whose first duty iL
was to know the facts? If it should prove that the want of knowledge,
or to the fearful ravages of scurvy, were due In any degree to a petty
economy which dispensed with the services of a competent medical
Inspector in order to save his fees, this would be an aggravation of the
guilt of those responsible for It.

" We write thus strongly because we feel strongly on tist subject IL is
a subject on which every Canadian and every settier lu the North-West
In partlcular, la In duty bouand to feel strongly. As we have before
pointed out,the gravest Issues, involving not oniy the paramount claims
of humanity and right, but also the security of life and property. are
wrapped up in the maintenance of friendly relations and good faith
wlth the aborIgines.

"We do not remember to have met with a settler from the neighborhood
lu which those events occurred, who has not sympathised with Pi-a-pot
and admitted that, however wrong-headed and cantankerous the ehief
rnay have shown hismself on other occasions, he Is, In this instanee, the
injured party. We have returned to the matter because itl is of the irst
importance that the record ol last wInter's treatment of the Indians
shonid be thoroughly examined, and such measures taken as will render
the recurrence of such scenes impossible."

Lot anyone take up the Public Accounts, the report ofIndian
Affairs and the Mounted Police reports and ho will see how
those Indians were treated, whom the hon. meinber for
Jacques-Çartier (Mr. Girouard) declared last night were well
treated and had no ground of complaint, what will he find ?
He will find that the Indians were to get beef, for whiCh
the Government contraoted with responsible men in the
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