formed by nations whose common tie is a mutual desire for the destruction of
their neighbours. It is part of the enduring foundation of a new world order,
based on friendship and good will. In the furtherance of this new world
order, Canada, in liaison between the British Commonwealth and the United
States, is fulfilling a manifest destiny.

It cannot be assumed that our common background would, of itself,
haye produced harmonious relations between the two countries, much as that
background has helped to make possible a close understanding between us.
The understanding which exists owes its vitality to positive and far-sighted
Statesmanship over more than a century.

May I recall in this connection the words I used at the opening of the
Thousand Islands bridge on August 18, 1938:

Our populations, after all, do not differ greatly from those of Europe.
In-deed, the European countries have contributed most to their composition.
ach of our countries has its problems of race and creed and class; each
as its full measure of political controversy. Nevertheless we seem to have
found the better way to secure and maintain our peace.'. . . In the realm of
International relations, we, too, have learned to bridge our differences. We
ave practised the art of building bridges. . . . In the art of international
Idge-building there are twe structures, each with its association with the
. Lawrence and the great lakes, of which I should like to say just a word.
ey stand out as monuments of international co-operation and good will.
ach has its message for the world of to-day. The one is the Rush-Bagot
?ngl‘fement of 1817; the other, the International Joint Commission created
909.

The Rush-Bagot agreement, is a self-denying ordinance of mutual dis-
armament. The International Joint Commission is an instrument for the
Peaceful adjustment of differences. The permanent joint board is a mutual
arrangement for common defence. All three may appear an inevitable pro-
8ress dictated by ordinary common sense. But we need only to pause for a
Moment’s reflection to realize that, in the madness of the world to-day,
®ommon sense is the highest statesmanship.

I doubt if any act by a Canadian government, and certainly no develop-
Ment in our international relations, has ever received such unanimous
8¢claim in this country. So far as I have been able to ascertain, not a
Single newspaper from coast to coast uttered a syllable of disapproval of the

&densburg agreement itself. Though estimates of its importance and of
€ contribution made by myself may have varied, almost no voice was
fised to decry its significance.

The present war has, as I have shown, enlarged the opportunities and

the solemn responsibility of Canada to serve as a vital link between the
Nited States and the British commonwealth. This role is, however, not
€ only one which Canada is uniquely equipped to play in international
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