
(c) If the authorities aof the reueted State Party would be prohibited
b>' its dornestic Iaw rom c*rrin& out the action requestcd witb regard ta an>'
similar offence, liad it been subject ta Investigation, prosccution or judicial
proccedingsu mnder their own jursdiction;

(d) If it would be contrary ta the legal system of thc requested State
Party relating ta mutuai legal assistance for the requcit ta bc grantcd.

22. States Parties aa> not refuse a requcat for anutual legal assistance
on thc sole ground that the offence is alsa considered ta involve fiscal matiers.

23. Roasons shah bc given for an>' refliai' of utual legal assistance.
24. T'he requcsted Stat Party shalh exeute the request for nmtual

legal assistance as soon as possible and shahl take as fullt accotant as possible of
any deadines suggesîed b>' the requesting State Party' and for which roasons
ar given preferab> ini the requcst. The rcquesied State Part>' shail respond ta,
reasonable requta by the rcquesting; State Party' on progress of lis handhing aof
Uic roquest. The requcsîng State Party sha promplly inform the requcsted
State Part>' whcn Uic assistance saiaght is no longer reqiaired.

25. Mutual lcgal assistance ma>' bc postponed by Uic requested Siate
Part>' on thc ground duat it Interfères with an angoing investigation,
prosecution orjudicial pracccding.

26. Beforc refusing a request pursuant ta paragraph 21 aof tbis article
or postponing; las execution pursuani ta paragrapli 25 of' ibis article, Uic
requested State Part>' shall cansuli with thc requesting Siate Part>' ta consider
whether assistance aa bc grantcd subject ta such terans anid conditions as it
deenis necessar>'. If Uic requesîing Siate Pariy accepis assistance subjcct ta
those conditions, it shail comp>' with Uic conditions.

27. Without prejudice ta Uic application ai' paragraph 12 aof Uiis
article, a witness, expert or ailier persan, who, ai Uic requesi aof Uic requesting
State Party', conserits ta give evidence In a procceding or ta assist in an
investigation, prosecuion or judicÎIa procoeding in Uic territor' ai' Uic
requesting State Part>' shai flot bc prosecuted, dctained, punished or subjected
ta an>' other restriction ai' bis or lier personal liberty in Uiat territory in respect
aof acts, omissions or convictions prior ta bis or ber departure froan the territaxy
aof thc requested State Part>'. Such salle conduct shali ese when the witness,
expert or other persan having bad, for a perlod ai' fifteen consccuive.da>'s or
for an>' period agreed tapon b>' Uic States Parties froan Uic date on whlch he or
she bas been oficial>' inforncd Uiai his or her presence is no longer required
b>' the judicial authorities, an apportunit>' ai' Iaving, bas neverthcless
reniained voluntarily in Uic territor' ai' the requesting Siate Party' or. baving
left It, bas returned ai' bis or ber own frec will.

28. The ardinary costs ai' exccuting a request shail bc borne b>' Uic
requested State Part>', unlcss otherwise agrccd b>' Uic States Parties cancerned.
If expenses ai' a substantial or extraordinar>' nature are or wili bc required ta
fulfil Uic requcst. the States Parties shall cansuit ta determine Uic ternis and
conditions mnder wbich the requesi will bc execuicd, as well as the manner In
which Uic coSis sha bc borne.


