Article 3
General Obligations

1 The Convention and the present Protocol shall, as between the Parties
to the present Protocol, be read and interpreted together as one single
instrument.

2 Every reference to the present Protocol constitutes at the same time a
reference to the Annex hereto.

Article 4
Amendment procedure

In applying article 16 of the Convention to an amendment to Annex V1
and its appendices, the reference to “a Party to the Convention” shall be deemed
to mean the reference to a Party bound by that Annex.

FINAL CLAUSES

Article 5
Signature, ratification, acceptance, approval and accession

1 The present Protocol shall be open for signature at the Headquarters of
the International Maritime Organization (hereinafter referred to as the
“Organization”) from 1 January 1998 until 31 December 1998 and shall
thereafter remain open for accession. Only Contracting States to the Protocol of
1978 relating to the International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution
from Ships, 1973 (hereinafter referred to as the “1978 Protocol”) may become
Parties to the present Protocol by:

(a) signature without reservation as to ratification, acceptance or
approval; or
b) signature, subject to ratification, acceptance or approval,

followed by ratification, acceptance or approval; or
(©) accession.
2 Ratification, acceptance, approval or accession shall be effected by the

deposit of an instrument to that effect with the Secretary-General of the
Organization (hereinafter referred to as the «Secretary-General”).



