
o The''infonmation v.acimarn" has-Only served Ito reinfo:rce their existing .fears and concerns. 

• Their views.cari be.shittecl slightly nlo .re'poSiltively with hforniation -.about: 

e Concrete exarripies-of prOgress (focusing .on women and chilgr.en) 

• UN a nd NATOtnvolvement 

• Clarity around the need for security and:stability in order to provide  ad  and uridertake 
dipiernacy (they do generally buy inio this premise) 

Potenti e l 
rnrnu n ications 

approach 

• 

Executive Summary 

genera.1,younger ,Cdnadians (aged 18 fo 35), .yv .ith 'oule:e...ice.eptioris (e.g. Saskatoon), .tend to be 

lemi: supportive eif  the  »zisiomonpared tp older Canadians., aged 3.6  and  up. This appears 'to be 

linked tr..)  a lésff.inforrned pei:Tspective on Tearki eirefits ingeteeral and.A ..fàhanistan in particular, 

as:well as aTeforiger.anii. -Amerïcan.sfdpice, comparedto  !hase  in ihe older ake`cé..lhon 

Gencràlly speaking, with.thé execiptiOn as nOted above, yoltinger fOcus group participants tended 

'to be.morestrongly dripoged .tO Canada  's involvement  iii Afglianistan, This generational effeet 

a result of a nuÉrib'er‘of factors., including: 

Stronger opposition le U.S. international polieies.end a senSe that .Çanada is simply following, 

suit  - ManyyOurtg .people were stropglY.  opposed.to  Cgiada's involveMeht in Afghanistan 

because it sLiÊgests analignrnent with L.f.S. foreign .pol icy. Moreover, there is a belief expressed 

by  some  young people that the Afghanistan mission is an American -led initiative. AS  such  tily 
are concerned that danadians  are noti n éontroi. This  sense, that Canadians are blindly fol !Ow mg 

U s. le:Mel-0:4 inihe.region iS a worry to the eitencthat Canada is seen to become more 
vulner.able as a terrorisi target .  They are concerned ihaL ter-rorist.groups will make little ,  
distinction .between Can.  ada.and the United 

A cOncern that  Canadian  Forces dôn't'real iy know what they're doipg  h what,enemythey are. 
fighting  in Afghanistan  —This atiitude is based on three distinct but mutually reinforcing 

perceptions  about the  Canadian mission.and about Afghanistan in geneMl. This first is a lack  of  
confidenee'in the 'political leadership  in gelieral, On  many issues,,ung.people .  expres sdoubts 

about thewisdorn and judgement of gov.ernment.officials. This is.reflective of the broader Éssue 
of a laek of confidence .  in traditional -institutions and . authoritarian bodies which .plays oui in their 

perceptions  regarding - Canada's role in Afghanistan. The Second is a. general tendency to view 
thenailitary as .an.inmasingly outdated institution in many respects -  this'attitude is simply 

relleetive Of the idealism  of  youth and the . desire for a world in which military intervention 

becomes unnecessary. Finally, it is clear from Gomments.maciety-matiy youn -peopk in'foéu.s' 
grou.ps the tliey 14c1c a full tin.derstariding cd tue  .gomiphy„ histoty, cUlture.ànd politics of 

Afghanisi4n. Their V.iew•a are .shap.ed by limited information and understanding . which leads them 
to-a  ver  y simplistic (and generally negative) view ofthe situation. 


