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The First Conference on Food and Agriculture, convened at Hot Springs,
Virginia, in 1943, took the initial action toward the creation of FAO by setting
up an Interim Commission to draft a specific plan for a permanent organization
in the field of food and agriculture. Then at Quebec City on October 16,
1945, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations was formially
created and temporary headquarters were established at Washington, D.C. Six
years later, in 1951, the Organization moved into its present permanent head-
quarters in Rome.

In 1945, the FAO Constitution was signed by 42 governments; in 1960,
FAO had 81 members and, in 1967, its membership rose to 116 member nations and
three associate members.

As of October 31, 1967, staff employed by the FAO under either permanei
or fixed-term. annointments stood at 5.301. Of these, 2,957 were in the pro-


