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and Albania. In the case of Roumania, we have
recently had exploratory discussions concerning
the possibility of concluding a trade agreement....

CANADA'’S ADVANTAGES

For several reasons, Canada enjoys certain advan-
tages in trading with the Socialist bloc. We are not
feared ot envied. We are regarded as pursuing peace-
ful objectives, and they all refer meaningfully to
Mr. Pearson’s Nobel Peace Prize in this context.
We have extended M.F.N, treatment to most of them,
and in several instances have supported their appli-
cations for accommodation in GATT. Our business
community should press these advantages. :

One of the key facts in the development of trade
with Eastern Europe is that ours is an open economy.
Foreign exporters may sell freely, subject only to
our laws and regulations which apply equally to all
of our trading partners. But trade agreements con-
cluded between governments only provide a frame-
work or climate. The actual buying and selling must
be done by the Canadian businessman — both importer
and exporter. He remains the essential element in the
development of this trade. In any market, the exporter
must know the buyer’s requirements and practices,

and this is particulatly true of Eastern Europe,
whete the trading system is different from our own....

NEW YEAR EXPECTATIONS
Looking to the year ahead, I am anticipating a more
than normal expansion in the size of out exporting
community. I say this for two reasons. First, I expect
that more companies will enter the export field and
that existing exporters will be further developing theit
export sales. With this in mind, I shall be sending
a letter to the presidents of the several thousand
companies now engaged in export, and to those
considered to have potential export capabilities. ‘I
will be appealing for close attention at senior manage-
ment and board level for the matter of export expan-
sion. I will be asking for suggestions and advice
from senior company executives on what further con-
tribution might be made to expanding our export
trade, where obstacles lie, to what extent Govern-
ment and other setvices and facilities are fully
recognized and used, and what further support and
assistance might be appropriate from Government,
On the strength of our present export momentum,
supplemented by the measures I have outlined, I
concluded that an export target of $11.25 billion was
in range for next year. Accordingly, I put this to the
Canadian Export Association in October and I believe
that it commands general acceptance.... '
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