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from the use of traditional knowledge, innovations and practices relevant
to the conservation of biological diversity and the sustainable use of
its components,

Recognizing also the vital role that women play in the conservation
and sustainable use of biological diversity and affirming the need for
the full participation of women at all levels of policy-making and
implementation for biological diversity conservation, ‘

Stressing the importance of, and the need to promote, internationai,
regional and global cooperation among States and intergovernmental
organizations and the non-governmental sector for the conservation of
biological diversity and the sustainable use of its components,

Acknowledging that the provision of new and additional financial
resources and appropriate access to relevant technologies can be expected
to make a substantial difference in the world's ability to address the
loss of biological diversity,

Acknowledging further that special provision is required to meet
the needs of developing countries, inciuding the provision of new and
additional financial resources and appropriate access to reilevant
technologies,

Noting in this regard the special conditions of the least developed
countries and small island States,

Acknowledging that substantial investments are required to conserve
biological diversity and that there is the expectation of a broad range
of environmental, economic and social benefits from those investments,

Recognizing that economic and social development and poverty
eradication are the first and overriding priorities of developing
countries,

Aware that conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity
is of critical importance for meeting the food. health and other needs of
the growing world population, for which purpose access to and sharing of
both genetic resources and technologies are essential,

Noting that, ultimately, the conservation and sustainable use of
biological diversity will strengthen friendly relations among States and
contribute to peace for humankind,

Desiring to enhance and complement existing international
arrangements for the conservation of biological diversity and sustainable
use of its components, and

Determined to conserve and sustainably use biological diversity for
the benefit of present and future generations,



