The Canadian Contribution

I believe there are five essential principles by
which Canada should be guided as we enter this new and
path-breaking phase of East-West relations.

First, we must do everything possible to promote
greater communication between the peoples of East and West.
Through visits, through cooperation in the Arctic and in
cultural exchanges, through trade, we can do much to break
down the walls of distrust and suspicion.

Second, we must continue to make a full and
effective contribution to collective defence, alongside our
friends and allies. Working together and maintaining a
strong deterrent, in conjunction with dialogue, has brought
us this far; it can take us even farther. Canada is doing
its part, as the Defence White Paper shows.

Third, I reaffirm our goal of vigorously promoting
progress in arms control and disarmament. The objectives in
the nuclear, space, chemical and conventional field that I
set out in 1985 are as valid today as they were then. We
will continue to work in every forum available to us -- in
NATO, in the Conference on Disarmament, in conventional arms
talks - to achieve this purpose. We may not be at every
negotiating table, but our commitment and expertise will be
brought to bear wherever they can contribute effectively.

The goal in all these areas is stability;
stability at lower levels of arms, and stability in the
relationship between offence and defence.

An enduring security structure, however, requires
a broader basis of confidence than we have had in the past.

Canada's fourth principle, therefore, is to
encourage a more constructive Soviet role internationally.
We welcome a world in which the Soviet Union is a committed,
responsible partner, whether in political or economic
matters. We encourage this, and look to the Soviet Union to
match its words with action.



