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sities of England casting away their tradition of learning, its
preservation and advancement, and yet too timid to accept
the American ideal in its entirety. The consensus in England
and in the United States now is that we must have a new edu-
cation, and that it is in Germany we shall find it. In England
there shall be less classics, in the United States more science.
The Germans are not afraid of conclusions which are the result
of a logical process. We in our philosophy, education, and
politics always stop short of the inevitable end. Accordingly
we propose for ourselves a system which shall include a little
classics, a little science, and a little technical training, edu-
cating the boy by books and teaching him a trade at the same
time. We have been trying with rather inconclusive results
to train the mind which no man has seen: let us now deal
with the body which we can see.

So soon as the discovery was made that the minds of boys
were not much improved by the process known as education,
attention was turned to their bodies and various systems of
physical exercise were introduced. At first these exercises
were done in a hard, mechanical way, and succeeded only in
producing an abnormal musculature without educating the
system to a co-ordination and control of the various groups of
muscles for the performance of useful acts. The owners de-
veloped into the type of the professional athlete in whom hyper-
trophy was gained at the expense of elasticity, competent to
perform certain muscular feats whereby the system became
still more rigid and incapable of acquiring new habits. Even
to-day in the American schools it is common to see pupils with
the bodies of men and the minds of boys as a result of persist-
ent, exercises which are divorced from utility. This cult of
the body is not new either. The Greeks educated the body;
but their object was the attainment of the perfection of
beauty and a heightened perception of it. Our object
appears to be to produce athletes for the adornment of the
drawing-room.

The German method has produced remarkable results,
but that does not prove that it would be equally well adapted



