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tue rats and mice, and muci lias been done
iii the last f ew years tlirougli this means te
8taY the progress of outbreaks.

Dr. Ritasato, in the present instance, is
'anable tg affirin positively liow the epidemie
O1riginated, but favors the theory that the
fIrst victîi was a Chinese trapper, who con-
tr-aeted the disease £rom the fur of a Mon-
gollan rodent, the bartagen, since wlien it
l'as been spread byhuinan agency, flot by
rats. This cireuxnstance lielps to explain
thie exclusively puhnonary character of the
disease, the most reasonable hypothesis be-
iuag that the filthy personal. habits and over-
crowding of the Chinese promote the con-
tagion through germas fren -the sputum2
brOuglit into contact witli the clothes, liands,
~Ioutli, etc., of the victlis, and thence gain-
Iig entry to the lu.ngs, whereas the bubonic
Plague~ usuafly la contractied by bites of ileas
Ir frein plague-îrfected rats. The bacillus
il' 'lot transmitted througli the air.

~Tlat the disease la aggravated if flot de-
"'rlOPed by bad living lu the sanitary sense

-Poor or insufficient food, overcrowding,
fOui air and ffltli-is well known. Cold
a'eatlier appears to clieck its ravages in
lRarOpean ceuntries, which have been
ne-Ourged by it many turnes. Always it has
tra'veled westward, usually along the an-

IUtcourses of trafflo between Europe and
over or âlong the Mediterranean Sea.

,writers of ancient Greece and Judea de-
scibe its ravages, In Reine It appeared
se"eral turnes before the beginning of the
(fluristian era an~d lu the year 170 A.D. in
the eigu of Marcus Aurelius it raged over
'lu lýroPe and Msia.

TeMost friglitful forin of tlie plague
knýnte histery was "the blaek deatli,"
*chwithin the last six menths lias ap-

Perd in England and lias been virtually
OfeOie by modern sanitatîon. But, ap-

Peri iu 1340 lu Italy, the disease spread
'Dwar4 and throughout ail Europe car-
1 d idden destruction te millions. Eng-

lad nd Scotland suffered greatly from it,
ald reand lu lesa degree. The Seandina-
've ouftries were frightfully devastated

byity Norway losing twe-thirds of lier

k~>~' ")great plague, " whloh began
eeinber, 1664, la said by seme wrlters

t ,haecaused 100,000 deaths; the niortal-
it> 'fiil>" reorded was 68,596. It was

glrPhealydescrbed y Defoe in bisi c"Hie-
0oYO the PlagUe. F ires lwere kept UP

day and niglit to purlfy the air, and it wus
believed the infection was net fully de-
stroyed until the great fire of 1666.

'The "black death" received its name
froin black spots thýat appeared on the skin
of those afllicted witli the dlease. Tumors
of the glands, stupefaction and expectora-
tion of blood rnarked its developinent. No
remedy was known for it. Those who could
afford to do se fled fromi a town or region
in whicli it made its appearance, Wua as,
people to-day are fieeing frein the Chinese
territory, which tlie new plague la ravag-
ing. The belief that the "black deatli" was
an air borne disease prevailed te sucli an
extent that those striclien witli the disease
often were left te periali frein lack of at-
tendance. So fatal was the "black deatli"
that it la estlrnated one-feurth of the 100,-
000,000,population of Europe at the time,
or about 25,000,000 persons, became its
victixns.

Syxnptoms of tlie pneumonie type of tlie
disease usually are deelared lu frein tliree
te five days; and wltliout tlie previeusq ex-
hibition of Haffkin's serum reeovery usu-
ally la rare.

A.lthough this type la really less virulent
than the bubenie type, yet owing te the
virtual absence of technieal knowledge of
preventive rucasures and tlie impossibillty
of segregatien, tlie epidemic at present in
China la alinost bound te, spread and assume
soxnewhat the proportions ef the European
black deatli, whichi aise, was pneumonie.
Comparative lmmunity la solely due te
superior hygiene. 'Dr. Kîtasate reports that
if the disease were intreduced into Japan
he eould starnp it eut in oue month, thanks
te the nation s perfected systein.

Sfantary Milk Pails: There are a great
many different styles of sanitary pals used
in the production of certified milk, any of
whicli are an improvement over the old
open pail wlicli lias ne provision fer keep-
ing eut dirt and wlikli sliould not be used
ln any dairy.

Generally speak!ng the sanitary palu
have a amail opening. Some are previded
with a strainer, througli which the milk
passes iu entermng the pail. This strainer
consista lu some cases of metal wlre, but it
la net se satisfactory as a cheese cloth
strainer.

AsIde from the strainer used ln the. pail
absorbent etton le generally preferred.


