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UNIFORM MUNICIPAL ACCOUNTING
By ANDREW E. FRITZ.

Under the titi. of "Uniform Municipal Accountlng" Mr.
Andrew E. Fritz, the State Public Examiner of the. State of
Minnesota coutributes a very instructive paper to our con-
temporary the. "Mirnnesota Municipalltles," as the followlg
extracts show.

A deterrent factor to the developrnent of municipal ac-
caunting la the fact that the azeauntant bas nat corne intio
his own. This is nearly as true in the industrial world as it
is in -the municipal world. Aoeounting is a profession as
mucli as Jaw, niedicine or engineering and some day will be
so reeognized. It requires more study and preparation than
the average sec<>intant bas been willhiig to give it or than
the employer lias beexi willing ta allo'w for it. But an se-
'nlinfant (Yf 2flnv qnrn4 hmild have a braader' concen-
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that he has a good average caw he is confronted with the
prablein as ta whether the returns he gets fraen his caw.
warrant the autlay. While the cow is giving mîlk lie must,
alter taking inta consideration hy-products, provide a surplus
witli which ta feed the cow during the period when she will
ho dry. He must ascertai the life of bis c0w and ber value
wlien she must bo disposed of and provide a surplus ta
replace ber. He establishes his business rlght to keep the
cow entlrely by comparison and in the absence of such in-
formation woüuld be workig in the darlc. That la what uni-
£orau accounting and reportiing allers ta municipalities. An
opportunity for cSmparisons.

For a city to say that it bas paved fifiteen street crossinge,
during a season mneans no more in accounting than to say
that a cow gave five quarts af nihk. To say that one city
pavod fifteen street crassings while another <zlty paved only
ten ie more prattle. But to say thýat a city paved lifteen
streot crossings containlng so many square yards af a certain
kind of pa'ing at a cost af so mucli per square yard, carryiiig
out the total, tells the story. The square yard af a certain
kind of pav-ing le your butter fat produced by the cow -while
the cost represents the consumption by the caw. No mabter
what amount of pavlng another oity reports, having reduced
the work ta a unifoi'm unit and the cost thereai, the anly
thing loi t to cansider le the elemeut af procurinýg material for
tlie work ta onable a city official or tax payer to detormine
as to whether or nat the paving lu pro-duced at the average
oost. Those i power must ho satuw-fied'that the. returns war-
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