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The Standing of Municipal Governments in the Province
of Ontario

By G. H. KENT, City Clerlc of Hlanilton.
(Part of Presidential Address dellvered before Annual

Meeting of -Ontario Municipal .Association.)
At _pur last session we were hopeful that by this time the

great war would h~ave been practicallY ended, but w'e StUR
find our Emxpire engaged in a stupendous effort to over-
came the coflmn enexny and te establish the pripciples
of Democracy, Freedomn and Justice throughout the World.
We tlioroughly belleve in the righteousness of our cause
and lIn the a¶ility of our Empire and her AMles toaccom-
plish this noble purpose, and althoiugh the task is hard
and the sacrifices many, aur faith In ultimate vicetory doeia
flot ýwaIver or our confidence in God's guidance and direc-
tion fail us even when the clouds hang 19w and the burden
Wll fuliY COMPenSate for all the sacrifices we are called
upon ta mnake.

The war lias brought 'wuçh work and mny responsi-
bilitles ta the municipalities of aur province, and it devolves
uponi our Coirncils to exercise great care snd wisdom ln theconduct of muniipal affairs. Extravagances shouîd be
studiously avoided and only works of an urgent character
undertaken as the olifgations of our great war expenditures
must be met in the future, and tlhQse municipalities that
now conserve their finances IUQt wiselY will tpe the bet-
ter enabled ta meet their payments wi1tlqpt baving te Im-
pose extresuely heavy burdens an the people of their carn-
munities. I therefore cannot urge tao strongly the neces-
sity of strict economy and careful expenditure of rau4i-
cipai fixnds.

Municipal Act.
1 would draw your attention pardi

iexpt ta the Municipal Act passed at
egislature, being Sec. 3 of Chap. 32,
ýws: 53a (1) To remove doub'ts it

th e xnost equits.ble and satisfactory law In Its practIcal
application that 1 have had the priviiege, af cansidering.
There are some ruiner matters that It would be weli ta
Ma1te provision fer that have been caused by war condi-
tions In some municipalities. One of these le the collec-
tion of the income-tax on non-househalders. This tax
should be colle*cted in the year lin which the assessment Is
made and provision made for the co-operation of the emi-
ployer with the mnunicipality In the collection of this tax.
Permission should be given municipalities affected ta pass
by-lIaws pravIding therefar, and 1 wauld suggest that the
Resolutians Çammittee consider this matter and report
thereon.

Worm of Governmont. 4
The question of form' of municipal gavernment is one

of the most Important ta the-people of this Province. Et-
ficiency is the demiand lIn ail departments of commercial
and Industrial life and is rapidly becoming the demand af
the ratepayers. Our present system' of municipal gavern-
ment is not conducive ta a hlgh degree of efficiency by rea-
son of its character, and until munIipalities are allowed
ta adopt and put into operation the business prInciples thaf
appîy in private corporations, conditions are neot ]ikely ta
Imprave. This question is one deserving the most care-
fui and exhaustive consideration and the appointment of
&. speçial Commnittee of the Legislature for this purposewould I ama confident produce gooci results,
the Municipal Loans.

fol- In view of the high rate of interest'prevalling caused
the by war condtitions I thinlc it would be wise for this Asso-

a E ciation ta confer at an early date with -the fInancial
d ta brokers and with the Minister of Finance, andl if possible
a or devise a policy respecting the sale of municipal debentures
cor- that would be more favorable ta muinicipaIlties than the
ided pre5siit method of placing debentures on the market at

be any and aIl tirnes which are subject ta vsrying rates of
tor discount and ln the event of a general palicy or plan be-

ith- Ing adopted that the municîpalities be advised of the same
sien by the Secretary of this Association.
gis- Fire Prevention.

ýre- Lt 15 gratifying to note tbat the Provincial Government
1ta i tal<ing up the question of fire prevention, and I trust thla

)OS Association will render the Government every assistance
ýre possible lin this matter of vital Importance ta muinicipalities.
an LegIslation can do much, but education can do more ta

Lrs overcome the Feat loss caused by preventable fires. 1
)ro- would be g1141 ta have serious consideration given the sub-

or ject by the Association In order that some suggestioxfs of
[oe a practicai nature MaY be given the Government Iu their

g a laudable effort ta Prevent fire loss,
the Food Production.

~on Urban unicipalities fihould do everything possible te
encourage their oilzens to produce food by making 'pro-) 'vision for tne cultivation of vacant lands. The g-reat proli-lemn before the Allied !inI 4

sept«, 1918.


