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Some Canadian Reconstruction Problems
;s of Sir Henry Dra.yton, Minister of Finance, Before
D Association of Lif e Insurance Presideuts' Gonven-
in, New York, Deceinber 4th and ôth.

ruction problems of every country are di-
To attempt te deal with theni generally

ass of a brief paper would be entirely im-
ie treatment given were indeed superficial.
.ny aspects, the problenis of reconstruction

than material. In so far as inaterial re-
3erned, Canada las no need for concern.
all present agricultural, mining, lumbering,
vities thc untouched natural resourees of
ain in volume and indeed in greater vol-
ave up to the present been utilized. While
.anada 's debt today stands approximately

Il1iiian af tln11ars with heavv resultant

ing twenty or thirty dollars in a thousand-dollar policy.
Life insurance indeed tends to stabilize financial and in-
dustrial conditions. It tends to, where adopted in large
measure, prevent distress and suffering and constitutes a
real protection to the worker and his dependents.

I feel that today we require the fullest extension, the
fullest production, the greatest amount of useful work and
the practice of econoniy and thrift everywhere. Life in-
surance agents are 'particularly at home in preaching thrift
They ean do mueli to instil into our people thrifEt-that es-
sential perequisite to national reconstruction. iPersonally 1
well recollect that the first money 1 ever saved was that
rendered necessary by a twenty-pay life insurance policy.
M1ay your endeavors to make Canadian people mouiey-savers
be most successful.

Very intiniately connected with the problem of recon-
struction is the bettering of conditions of publie health.
This is a matter in which the insurance conipanies are parti-
eula-rly interested, and as I understand it many of you
have already commenced an educational eampaigu. amongst
your policyholders. You are in a position, with yoiir effi-
cient organizations, to aid very largely in propaganda on
better health conditions, of which both our countries are in
need. Your efforts in this regard will be doubly pleasing
to you, as while betteriug and aiding the living conditions
generally to the great national benefit you will also be se-
curing a greater longevity in the lives insured, bettering
youi< risks, and increasing the profits of the policyholders
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