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As an Artftt and as a Womaxi, and Stdelght
on Her lise to Fame in the World

02 the d"movies"
By MEULAN LIVING8TNE

JHEEis a fascination in chronidles of achievement. There is within
_each f as just enougli hero-worship I0 inspire admiration of a figure in

thse public eye who lias risen from the ranks, w/w has tasted of success. Storie'
of HOW THE Y DID IT generally suggest the idea SO CA N Ait of
which is one of the reasons we occasionally present suds sketches as tkis ont
of Mme. Petrova. -THE EDITORS.

ME. OLGA PETROVA, the Polish star,
whoghe osalaie o alte omn anmotion

M îh, alied of atreown oman andotton
i pcture players, occupies just now theI ~ Jmrist interesting place in the world of thefr oeqent*y reer to, suteosrvation,

"moviels is ,bavin whabtleoraists
as a meteoric career. In the short space

of nlytwoyears, Mme. Petrova'bas
forged to the very top of the picture pro-

it-suion. In thse brief period of ten years, bier salary lias
risen frem seven dollars to ten thousand dollars per week.
No vonder that the poor reporters are bard put to it to
find any more original expressions than 'meteoric
cýasser" or "rapid rise wicb beggars description,"

wetbywrite about Madame's marathon to fine.'
Olga Peroa eariy in life set out to have a career;

tih ae bad ever been lier ambition almost fromt tbe
tit he was a chuid, and in Beiuin, wbere she received
most of ber education after leaving scbool at Warsaw,
the little Po"li girl sbowed markd talent in the school
dramatic clubs. When she was only eigliteen, she ap-
peared in important Shakespearian i-oies witli Lord
Anglesey, in nsany of bis amateur theatnicals given at bis
Casie ini Anglesey, England. At twenty, Petrova went
on the professional stage and played inalal the more
famous Shakespearian comedies and tragedies. Then
after a year in Shakespearin repertoire, came a dulseason, and during this interim Petrova returned to the
study of voice and pisno This training stood lerjin
godstead later on, as t wil be remembered tisat slip
compooed many of ber aongs, writing the
words aswell as tht music, when she
aftes-wards went into vaudeville.

,For a ie Petrova becamne deepy
interested ini journalism. She
served ber apprenticesbip as a
reporter and was then pronsoted
to speciai interviewer, and liad
experience in practicaily every
branci of newspaper work. t
vias because of bier knowiedge of
tihe theatre that one briglit
morning ber editor tr-ansferred tihe
young feature writer to tbe
dransatic departinent. Hiere it
became bier pleasant duty to
attend fisst nigits and review
new playu. VerL prbby mucli
of tihe techiaical owIedge o f the
draina, gleaned in thos days
fs-an seeing and studying tisree or
four plays eacis week, bas proven
most helpful to Petrova in wrîtîng
snany of her own scenarios for pic-
tus-es. But Petrova's interest in
thse new-spaper field, nus, aftes- ail,
second to ber enttsusia'sm for a
stage career, and deapite bier suc-
ceas osn the London Tribune, as
soon as se was able to secure a
good engagement, ahe retus-ned to
thse footiiglits This turne ule entered
mnu-cal consedy.Later she went into
vaudeville, and achieved a get success
at th- PvMlin-Thetrein Londoir. A A

Olga Pets-ova is sîotbing, if not versatile,
She bas met witli equai success on tbe musical comedy
stage, and in tbe dificult ieading reies of such profound
drainas as those of Htnri Bernstein and Strindberg.
Wbether cosnedy os- tsagedy, as queen os- soubrette, in
problein plays, classicai drasia, or vaudeville, thse" legitisnate " or tbe " movies" hie bas mnade a naine for
berself in tiseinail!

It was visile she was beadiining at tbe Pavilfion
Theatre in London,' that Jesse Lasky prevailed upon bierto cosse to tise United States. Mi. Lasky reasoned that
anyone wbo could play to capacity audiences at tbe
Pavillion in opposition to Anna Pavlowa, wbo was then
at thse heigt ot ber faine at the Palace, was worth gamb-
ling on, in America.

Mme. Petrova's first appearance in New York was attise "Folies Bergeres," but sise soon discovered tbat arestaurant where people ate and drank, wbile watching
thse performance, was flot tlie type of place for ber scenes
and excei-pts from hi gplays. Pet rova's persounaity le of
tise compelling kind. She demnands your undivided
attention. She is flot a cabar-et artiste, consequently
ber fisst appeaiance lAin erca was flot a tremendous
success, but a few weeks later, the identical "act"
wbich she used at the "Folies Bergeses" proved a
veritable fus-ose in vaudeville. Wben Petrova fisst went
on at the Fiftb Avenue Theatre, despite tlie fact that she
isad been brougbt to thse States as a beadiiner, sbe
sequested Edward Darling, the booking-manager, not

to bill her name in electric
liglits before seeing how
she miglit please the
American public. But
after the first performance
there could be no doubt

that the Polish actress had more tian fulfilled the
expectations of those who brought her to this country.
Then after an extensive tour ini vaudeville, she further
added to her laureis and versatility by starring in
"Panthea" and "The Exile," under the management
of the Shuberts.

Wbile Petrova was playing in "Panthea" in Chicago,
she received a telegrain froin the Popular Plays and
Players Co., asking her terma to make a picture. She
wired back-" Regret proposition is impossible at àny
terms," as ber dramatic career then engrossed lier
whole attention. But ber refusai to corne to the
company, oniy brought the company to ber, and
the second wire read tbat their special representative
waS already on the 2tb Century Limited, on bis
way to tbe Windy City, to interview Madame.
Aftes- a long session, Mmne. Petrova agreed to make
"elld efreinorthsean nals ofapicture maont
"eq Tige bre "fortbeis crofpan taiure flot j
Having Once entered tbe film world, ber interegt

în ber new field of endeavor
inci-ea'sed daily, and froia
thse ver>' beginning she was
keenl>' alive ta its tremen-

FBdus possibilities.

BUT thougis so mnuch as bee
writtesa of Mme. Petrova's

earI>' struggles and later triiumph,
acti»ver>' little is known of ber intimiatemete ~self-bher honme ifè,rher tiStes, ber

id"al and aimi. She bas soine-
times been calied "the aisogyniat of the screen," because
she sisuns baving the innermost details of hes-personal
life made the topic of casuai conversation. Not tbat
Mmie. Peti-ova lacks the cleveruaess to be cognizant of
tihe value of a certan ainount of digaified publicit>',
wbich makes for tbe sale of ber pictures-fos- one of
lier moat strikingcharactesistics is that
she combines a very unusual executive
abilit>', wth ber sensitive and artistic
temperament. She la perfectl>' williag
that "bhe who i-unse ay read " of how the
titie of lies- new picture is to be selected,
or wbo is to be ber next leading man, or
anytbing else in coanection witb ber
worling hours.Her frcreen pssnli tyber pictures, she adsoits, belong to the.
public-but ber few remaîving bous
at tbe end of a long day, belong to
iesself and ber intimate friends. T bat

is why the erstwhule cub reporter tucks
away bis note book la bis pocket if be
is fortunate enough to get an interview
witli Madame, at lier beautiful estate
oni the Sound, at Great Neck, LAI., and
smoke lis cigarette as lier guest, instead
of chewiag lis pencil as lier interlocutor.

"Dom't you ste," explained Madame, C .« f 1Mwhen she gsaciously invited me ta tea, arj

so that the readers 'of EvERvwomAN's Wosu.n migbt
g et a brief acquaintance with ber, fi-st hand, rather than
fromn hearsay. "I'm flot what you might cail a gregarious
animal-thougb I really like some people, but my work-
ing hours are long, and my resting h ours are few, almost
nil, in fact, because most of my evenings and even my
Sundays, are largely devoted to reading scenarios,
titling my pictures, or dictating answers to my letters. "

Mme. Petrova gets on an average of tbree bundred
letters per day, nd mkes it a rule to personally dictate
an anwer toYpraia Ily al of thein. "So," she con-
tinued, "you mustn't b too severe on me, if 1 don't
find tisue, or inclination to spend my aIl too few leisure
hours in receiving the girl who asks me to grant. her au
interview in order that she may fifld out *i f a girl witb
blonde hair and a short upper lip pbotographs weli?' or

if 1 will read the
first literai-y at-
tempt of Bub
Hicks, 'wlio got
honorable mens-
tion in the High
Scbool English
test at ýSquan-
tuinville.'

Mme. Petrova
is an eariy riser.
She thinka noli-

à,- ing of getting up
at seven o'ciock
each morning.

~ brealcfasting at
eight, and then
motoring to town,
frorn Great Neck,

a trip of thirty miles, to ber
studio on 175th Street.
There she poses f roin n to
six daily, usually stopping
off before returning to Long
Island, at bier charming
studio-office on 59th Street,
overlooking Central Park,
to keep a dozen appoint-
ments with modistes, law-
yers, players, authors, and
so0 on, for anotberhouror 80.

Mme. Petrova finda little
b' intereat in active social

life-nor bas the Great and
j Glittering White Way the.

slightest attraction for ber.
Sbe is neyer seen at res-
taurants, and seidoin goes
to parties, prefes-rinq to
entertain a f ew close friends
in bier own bome, or to

Peu-n,, ~,,,spend bier eveninge at bhe
Vi hu,"piano. -;"The tragedy of being

successful," she says, "is
that if one wants to keep a footing on the slippery
ladder, one muet devote oneseîf entirely to work or art,
and there is no time lef t for cultivating acquaintances
or making new friends. We are slaves, as it were, to our
own success. Our- time is not our own, and ouri- 
clinations muet be guided in the direction of our contracts,
wbich bind us down to bard work, definite houri and cer-
tain obligations to our backers, and those who bave
faith in us. It's a sort of case of 'tbe poor little ricbgirl, youseey

MadamePeov finishes a five reel picture in 'from
four to five weeks, that would take the average player
two montha at ieast. She works very sapidiy, neyer
rebearses a scene lierself, althougli of course tbe members
of the company do. Punctuality at the studio is one ci
the thingesbe insiste upon. The player wbo shows up
an hour late will neyer find himseîf in tbe cast of a
second Petrova Picture. Neither wiil tbe poet

man who forgets to remove bis bat, forpg.rod
mannes-s play quite as big a role in Petrova's
estimation as talent and capability. She is

berself one of nature's aristocrats, and
cannot tolerate people around ber wbo
are flot gentlewomen and gentlemen. Yet
she is not snobbisli, and lîke most true-
born aristocrats, is democratic et beart,
andtoogylie up to the best de-

fintin vergîenofa gentiewo mn:-
"Onewhoneyr filsto show con«ider-

ation for other."
Mucb bas been written about tbe

>cheap and tawdry atmospbes-e of life
behind the films, but the samne does not
apply to tbe Biograph Studios, where
the eigbt Petrova pictures are being
made. Here, there is very little idle
sitting around and wasting of time,
for everyone fromn the director down to
the merest errand boy takes a tincture,

Ptroa's chamneleon-like from this dynamic star.
w-traita.(Continued on page 50)k'- P
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