
THE, VÂRSITY.
NEW YEAR'S EVE.

NOTE, -In many conntry chapels the custom is practised of 1,Pray-
inL the OId Year out and the Nev Year in."

Softly the moon-bearns shed
()er waste and field and feil a lonely ligbt,
Tremhled tbe vision on the cliapel walis
And deep into the nigbt.

Far from tbe glistening sbroue' of liuddled homes,
Like somte wild dream beside a wveary sea,
Whicb bears. betimnes, tbe plaiîîing of tue xvaves
Then sweetly sleeps, nor knows tbe mielody,

The hllsides droned and murmured ;then to rest
Ail n atures noisy piigrims fondiy stole,
\Vbile stili the watclîer iîel< tlîe dying sands,
And inemories fond and hopes swept o'er ecd soul.

'Twas New Year's Eve.-E'er since with raptures
sweet

Declining day lîad drawn tbe breatb of even,
'Nîthin tlîe sacred walls a niusic's sxvell
Had moved each wandering tbongbit, iii peace, to

H eavern.

Stili rolieti tbe chorus on, subdued and slow,
Soul eclîoes by the soul lîest lîiderstood
And ever througlî tlîe surges' loxv refrain,
Awoke one syrnplony : IlGod alonc is good!

Thus passed the ciiies ; l)it as beynnd tue spire
Tbe darkening slîades of Passing faiîitly slione,
The music cease(l, to cling the parting bour,
Tbe silence deepenied, andi tue shades crept on.

Softly tbey stole, and oh !bow sweetiy too
Tlilied every heart as neared the angel Day
Whicli, pausing to ontponr the blessedj year,
Wafted to heaven the Il Brethren, let uis piay.!

B3.

A FORGOTTEN WORTHY.

HERE is sometbing palpably ilicongruonus in the mere

juxtapositioni of sncb words as Scienice and History.
It is, as Fronde bias said, as if one were to talk of tbe
colorof sound or the longitude of tbe rnle-of-tbree.

Science,coflcatenatioîî, systemi and History, the registry of
human nature, wayward and inexplicable even to tbe pre-
sent, infinitely more so wben viewed in the doubtfnl past.

The coordinate advance, accordingly, of science with
philosophy bias given birtb to no more Minteresting, thongh
abortive, pbienomenon, than tbe attempt to establislî the
paradox of a Science of History. Vico first tbougi1t of it,
and the idea bias suggested itse]f in various phases and in
varying degrees of intensîty to Montc:squieu and Compt
and others even greater than these. But it is of the last
great theorist of this school, Henry Thomas Buckle, that
we wish to wvrite, not, liowever, as a critic of historical
method, wbîcb would be too grave an office for even an
undergradnate to assume, but from the point of view of
perhaps the most interesting individual of the great book-
loving public-the desultory reader.

IlThe History of Civilization in England " appeared at
a day wbien speculatite philosophy exercised a facination
which it lias since, in a very great degree, lost; and with
this tendency the work of Buckle jumped in a way dis-
tinctively its own. The man himself lent interest to bis
book. Sîckly from his cradie, hie lived to read more books
perhaps than any man before or since, and died at the
zenith of bis powers, a disappointed man. His work is
but a fragment of a fragment, being, in fact, only a portion

of a great introduction. 'Ne subjoin a few of tbe mnfy
startling and paradoxical statemients it contains, nlot, how-
ever, as résume, or even statemerit, of its cardinal
doctrines.

l-listory, and especialiy statistics, proves that the iaws
governing humnan action arc as fixed and irrevocable as
those that rule ini the physical world. TEue numrber of
marriages in a commuiinity dcpends flot so rnuch upon
sentiment as upon the price of wbeat. Intellcctuality and
not morabity, (letermines buman progress, Reliion, liter-
atiirc and Yoverniiienit are produets, not causes, of civili-
zation. Sirnilarly the individual is the mcrc lool of bis
age. Thb, Romian republic xvas overthrowvn not by the
ambition of Julius Cavsar, but by tlîat condition of affairs
wvbich made bis success a possibility. The progress of
civilization varies directly as tbe spirit of scepticismi and
inverscly as credulity-to the support of wbiclb single
stateient tbe xvbolc of Vol. Il. andi a large portion of
Vol I. is (ievoted. Tbese and oiher equally dariîîg and
really more imp)ortant speculations, backed by a prodigi-
ons display of learning (in Vol. I alone over i,700 works
aire quoted), raîsed their aîîtlor at once froni obscurity to
renowîî. H-e was tbe lion of a London season. Not tili
bis deatb in 1802 did tbe reading wvori(1 recover its- equan-
imîty.

Yet for ail I3uckles iaboured ingenuity, even tlie
desniltory reader, be lie nieyer so impressionable, retains a
iingcring coîisciousness tlîat lîad for instance tue Cossack
skirmnislbers been a trille more active in tiiat Russian gar-
(lei), or had the spirit of trtlî or goodness entered a littie
more into tue composition of Naipoleon---thie face of
Europe înigbt bave becn featured otberwise tlian it is to-
dlay -wvhicb surely is a consideration wortlîy of History.
It is snrprising also to read froîn one xvhose views were
sncb, elaborate and trutîjîni p)aîlegIyrics of Burke, Rich-
elieu, Adani Smitb, Voltaire (tbe greatest bistorian
Europe yet pro(Inced," yet one wbo is at vital issue with
Buckle lîimseif), Descartes and otber justly celebrated men.
Tbus does lie turn bis own guns upon bis owvn fortress.

A corollary of tbis abasement of the individuai is that
inany so-cailed hîstorians are mere annaiists-uore
i)abi)lers of vain things infesting tbe public higbiway of the
national literature, Anotber neccssary consequence is bis
hiatred of monarchy, with the guies, the azures, tbe dexter-
chiets of beraldry. The hlIl of science is the temple of
dexnocracy.

Statistics anti books of travel do not constitute tbe
wliole anatoiny of a nation, nor does Buckle liimiself con-
sistently follow ont bis stateinent tlîat they do. To show,
however, tbe wonderful compreliensiveness of the mnan, it
is enougb to say of bis plani, tlîat after cboosing Englaîid
as exbibiting on tbe wbiole tbe mnost normal political atino-
spliere, hie notices as a preliminary sketch a few of the
problenis that are absent from or obscure in Englisb bis.
tory, investigating, witlî this intent, tbe rapid accumulation
of knowledge in Germany, its rapid dliffuision in America,
tbe protective spirit in Franice, in Spain ecclesiasticisni,
in Scotland superstition, intending to apply the resuits
deductivcly to the Englisli portion of bis work Tbe
chapters on France, and especially tlîat dealing witlî the
period of Louis XIV., bave been pronounced an excellent
portrayal of tbe conditions which culminated in the revo-
lution. Germany and America bie did flot live to treat of;
but the chapters on Scotland are sketcbed with a power-
fnl, though often mistaken, band ; and ahl in a style which.
rising at times to flights of bnrning eloquence, contains
not a single involved or obscure passage, nor a sentence
that is flot apt and musical. If one notices the recîîrrence
of a metaphor by whicb the progress, of civilization is
likened to the march of an armiy, this is but the intentionai
repetition of the fact that though individual wilis must and
do move in irregular orbits, they counterbalance one
another in the grand sum-total, and neutralize any distur.
bance of final results,


