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THE MATHEMATICAL AND PHYSICAL SOCIETY met on Tues-
day afternoon, Dec. 14th, 86, The President, Mr. T, Mulvey, B,
A., in the chair. Mr. Robertson read a biographical sketch of
Leibnitz, and the members of the society discussed his works.
Mr. L. H. Bowerman, B.A,, read an excellent paper on the Mathe-
matics of Insurance and Mortality, showing the calculations on
which Insurance Companies base their business transactions.
Messrs. Dixon and Duff gave experiments in Acoustics. On mo-
tion, the problems were held over until the next meeting, January
11th, 1837, when a paper on Galileo will be read. The General
Committee has decided to make some slight changes in the pro-
grammes, which will come in force next term.

The severity of the weather on Tuesday, 11th inst., evidently
kept a number of the Mathematical students away from the meet-
ing of their Society, which opened the proceedings of the year on
that day. Mr. J. B. Bowerman was nominated for membership.
Mr. J. A. Duff offered an excellent paper on Friction, which evok-
ed considerable discussion. This is the first paper read by an un-
dergraduate during the academic year. It is hoped that the other
undergraduates will take the exhortation of the President to heart,
and follow the example set by Mr. Duff. Problems were solved by
Messrs. Bowerman, Rosebrugh and McGowan.

A report from the General Committee, arranging some changes
in the programmes, was read and adopted.

LITERARY AND SCIENTIFIC SOCIETY,— The first meeting for the
term was held on Friday evening, the 14thinst. In the unavoid-
able absence of the President, Mr. T. C. Robinette was requested
to take the chair. After routine business, Mr. J. A. Ferguson was
nominated for the vacant office of Vice-President. Jt will be re.
membered that Mr. T, B, P. Stewart was elected to this office last
March, but failing to put in an appearance in. October, he was
granted a lengthy leave of absence. A communication from Mr,
Stewart was read to the society on Friday evening, in which Mr,
Stewart expressed his regrets that his health compelled him to
remain in Europe. He thanked the society for granting his leave
of absence, and after wishing every success to the society in its
good work of fitting men to influence their country’s destiny, urged
its members to be true to their fatherland, to have faith in its
future, and to direct their talents and education to advance
humanization and civilization. It is in the power of all to do some-
thing in this direction by earnest effort. The literary programme
was of an interesting nature, Mr. L. B. Stephencon’s reading
from Nicholas Nickleby was well received. The delate was very
lively, and we cannot help thinking that the commi'tee would do
well to have parliamentary debates more frequenily. Mr, J. J.
Hughes moved that “in the cpinion of this society popular theatre
going is a benefit to the community.” Mr. J. 8. Johnston second-
ed this motion in an able speech. Mr, A. H, O’Brien moved in
amendment, seconded by Mr. Jeffrey, that the present low tone of
the popular drama is deleterious rather than beneficial to the com-
munity. On a subsequent objection taken to its form the amend-
ment was ruled out of order. Several other speakers followed,
among whom were Messrs, A, T, Hunter, Macdonald, J. M. Tal-
bot, J. A. Garvin, Ritchie and G. C. Biggor.  After an able sum-
ming up, the chairman put the motion to the meeting and declared
it carried. '

The regular weekly meeting of the Historical and Political
Science Association was held in McMillan's hall, Wednesday
Jan. 19th ; President Houston in the chair. A paper was read b\;
J. M. Clark, B. A. The object of representative institutions was
pointed out, viz., that the wishes of those who bave a rational will
should be represented. The present system of electing represent-
atives fails to do this; for all majorities are represented, but
minorities have no representation, or are misrepresented, Elected
bodies often fail to reflect the true public opinion, and may even
be directly opposed to it. Sometimes the party supported by the
largest number of voters has a minority of representatives. The
system of representing merely local majorities develops party feel-
ing, gives local interest too much influence in deciding elections
often gives the floating popularity control, and tends to lower thé
intellectual qualifications of representatives, The essayist men-
tioned a number of other methods. (1) The plan tried in South
Australia—the whole country is the constituency, and each voter
has as many votes as there are candidates ; {2) cumulative voting
which is much the same as (1) ; (3) Lord John Russell’s method of
forming * three-cornered constituencies,” each constituency elects
. three members, and a voter may vote for two candidates. “This g
~ the method followed in Toronto in electing representatives for the
Ontario Legislature ; (4) Mr. Hare’s methed—¢ proportional re.
presentation.” - The constituency is the whole country ; a map
may record his vote for any candidate ; (5) a modified form of thig
suitable for Canada. Let a province be divided into districts each
elécting, say, twelve memb_ers_; a2 man could vote for as mnany
candidates as he pleases, indicating his preference by numbers
opposite their names. A lm_ut would be placed to the number of
votes required for the election of a candidate, and candidates
would be elected in the order of their preference by the public
This would secure the election of the men of the greatest calibré
and avoid many evils of our present system. A discussion by

members of the association followed, in which objections and
questions were stated and answered. The next meeting will be
held at 4:15 p.m., Jan. 26. Papers will be read next Wednesday
on ‘ Natural Positive Law,” by Messrs. J. A. McMillan and N. H.
Russell. As Lorimer and Maine will be discussed, it is hoped 2
large number will be present.

CONVERSAZIONE.~—The first meeting of the conversazione com-
mittee was held in Moss Hall on Wednesday, January 12th  The
principal business consisted in striking off the sub-committees,
which are as follows :—

Dregsing-room.—]J. S. hﬁfan (Convener), W, PN\Th mpson,
F.F. %nley, MA,J. G e, R, L. ]o‘l&sto , N. H. Russell,.
G. A, H. Nser, I. F singer, R.‘HNoMaston, H.YE. T.
HaWtain.

Fonance—F. H, SX{;&I (Gonvener), J. H\ Moss, W. A, Bréd\l;&zy,,
W. F. W. %e&man, . HN\lrving, T. C. inette, AndMdw \El-
]

liott, . J. MaWlurchy, J. F.' B\ownsW. H. S ith, . A, Fguson,,
T. A. Gibson, W' P&H dges, BY Aikjns, L nme, H, Richard-
son, C. M, Ca\niﬁ', E. (}\nes, P. Norin, W. &oss, H. E. T Haul-
INp, W. J&ur , S. all; A, McMNglly, A. tt, W. H. Graham,

F.H. I'Qs, T. E. Sn\¢h.

Music™>R. M. Hamilton Convener), J. O. NNller, J. A Gz&rin,.
w. .B%:e, B.A, M S\fercer, B A, W. A\Froit, BA., A. J.
M%Lle , RA, C, W, don, B.A, A. H.Qoung, J. ENones, J. D.
Spdace, ]. J. FerMgson, A. T, Tho\Apson.

Reception—Q. H. (xBrien onvener), G. C. Riggar, F. H.
Moss, W. A, dley, A J. Ha ilton, B.A., A_D.Xrooks, B.A.,
R, McANhur, W. L. Mikg H. B. Blyce, N. H\ Russell, V7. M.
McXay, P. M\Leay, G. ; E. C. Sel\kler, G.'A. H\Fraser, R.
J. Gi solg A, A %‘onald, - Royd, E. SNlivan, A. Watt.

ecaling, Seating, Wighting. — eidrick (Congener), J. H.
d, ].Aq M{Millan, J. NC&B, W. A, Lr;\ ort, H. J.
, H. WXC. Shore, W. lor, L. %i, R. Mcltaith, A\T.

Prbctor.

ecoration.— E. %ﬁc‘hes n, J. O.\/Iiller, \ Kelly, C.

ani, J. H. Iﬁves, B.A, ¢. (&Owen, YA, Geo&i Achgson, B.

ﬁ., ﬁ.{.A strohg, J.‘A. M E. Blake, W. E yrritt,
e’

illgn,

. clared, L. E\Skey, D. F&:uson C. M, 8uniffV]. D.
SpMwce, P. th J. B\% D. ‘htw’son, G. Q. McCi Jn, J.
Eo&lz}s,' W. L. kler,‘ . I @urt, G. A&Sall, ATMAVallY, L}

\kins (Cqnvener), G. Logie, W. PXMus-

‘]\’efres vnegpls—H. A,
& hnston, A, T.‘lumer, . B.

rd, P. McReown, G. Ro, J. S.
%, W. H¥GMpam.
ilion.—F \Redddy (Convener), J. A. Pterson, M.A., W.
H. Hurker, J. H. Moss, A, A. cdonald,

rinting.—F. B. HMdgips (Coliven ) F. A. Q3Redden, H. A.
'Alﬁns, T. N&ress, W. Mc@rady, T. lg\éers, W.%HeaLy. ’ :
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ANNOUNCEMENT.

THE VARSITY Zs conducted by undergraduates of the University
of Toronto, ana will appear every Saturday of the academic year.
1t aims at being the exponent of the views of the University publie,
and will always seck the highest interests of our University. The
Literary Department will, as heretofore, be a main feature, The
news columns ave full and accurate containing reports of ald
meetings of inferest lo its veaders.

CONTENTS OF THE PRESENT NUMBER.

Storm in the Night. W, J. H
The Fight for Appearances, A. STEVENSON,

The New Literary Sensation. H, Jean Jacques. CHiC.

Topics of the Hour.
Unrecorded Conversations of Great Men, W, J. H.

Communications.
‘A Suggestion.” Orp_Srepce, “Varsity.” ]. C. Burrows:

Rouad the Table.

University and College News,
Di-Varsities, &c., &,




