
THE VARSITY. Jan 22, 1887

TH-E MATHEMNATICAL AND PHYSICAL SOCIETY' Met on Tues-
day afternoon, Dec. I4th, '86. The President, Mr. T. Mulvey, B.A., in the chair. Mr. Robertson read a biographical sketch ofLeibnitz, and the members of the society discussed bis works.
Mr. L. H. Bowerman, B., read an excellent paper on the Mathe-malics of ]nsurance and Mortality, showing the calculations anwlîîch lusurance Companies base their business transactions.
Messrs. Dixon and Duif gave experiments in Acoustics. On mo-tion, the problems were held over until the next mîeeting, January
11 th, 1887, when a paper on Ga]i]eo wiii be read. The GeneralCommittee bas decided to make some siight changes in the pro-
grammes, which will corne in force next terin.

The severity of the weather on Tuesday, i îtb inst., evidentiy
kept a number of the Mathematicai students away fromn the meet-
ing of their Society, whicb opencd the proceedings of the year anthat day. Mr. J. B. Bowermau was nominated for membership.Mr. J. A. Duif offered an excellent paper on Friction, which evok-ed considerabie discussion. This is the flrst paper read by an un-dergraduate during the academic year. It is hoped that the otherundergraduates will take the exhortation of the President to heart,and follow the exampie set by Mr. Duif. Probleins were solved byMessrs. Bowerman, Rosebrugh and McGowan.

A report froin the General Committee, arrauging sane changes
in the programmes, was read and adopted.

LITERARY AND SCIENTIFIC SOCIETY,-The first meeting for theterm was bcld on Friday evening, the J4tb inst. In the unavoid-able absence of the President, Mr. T. C. Robinette was requestedta take the chair. After routine business, Mr. J. A. Ferguson wasnominated for the vacant office of Vice-Presideut. It will be re-membered that Mr. T. B. P. Stewart was elected ta this office iastMarch, but fi]ing ta put in an appearance in, October, he wasgianted à~ lengîby leave of absence. A communication froin Mr.Stewart was iead ta thie saciety an Friday eveîîing, in wbich Mr.Stewart expresscd bis regrets that bis health compelled hum toremain in Europe. H-e tbanked the society for granting bis leaveof absence, and after wisbing every success ta the society in itsgood work of fitting men ta influence their couutry's destiny, urgedits meînbers ta be truc ta their fatberland, ta have faith in itsfuture, and ta direct their talents and education ta advancehumanization and civilizatian. It is in the power of ail to do soîne-tbing in this direction by earnest effort. The iiterary programmewas of an interesting nature. Mr. L. B. Stephem an't readingfrom Nicholas Nickleby was weil received. The delýate wVas verylively, and we cannot heip thinking that the committee would doweil ta have parliamentary dehates more frequertly. Mr. J. J.Hughes moved that "in the Opinion of this society popular theatregoing is a benefit ta the cominunity . " Mr. J. S. Juhurton second-cd this motion in an able speech. Mr. A. H. Ô'Brien moved inamendment, seconded by Mr. Jeffrey, that the piesent low tane ofthc popular draina is deleteriaus ratiier than beneficial ta the coin.munity. On a subsequent objection taken ta its forin the an-end-ment was ruled out of on er. Several ather speakers foliowed,amang whom were Messrs. A. T. Hanter, Macdonald, J. M. Tal-bot, J. A. Garvin, Ritchie and G. C. Biggir. After an able sin-miingup, tbe cliairman put tbe motion to the meeting and deciared
it carried.

The regular weekiy meeting af the H-istarical and PoliticalScience Association was held in McMillan's bail, Wednesday,Jan. i9tb ; President Houston in the chair. A paper was read byJ. M. Clark, B. A. The abject of representative institutions wa«spainted out, viz,, that the wishes of thuse who have a rational willshoid be represented. The present systein of electing represent-atives fails ta do tbis ;for aIl majorities are represeuted, butminarities bave nu representatian, or are misrepresented. Electedbodies often fail ta reflect the truc public opinion, and may evenbe directly opposed ta it. Sametimes the party supportcd by thelargcst nuinher of vaters bas a minarity of representatives. Thesystein of representing mereiy local majarities develops party feel-ing, gives local interest toa mach influence in deciding elections,often gives the floating popularity contrai, and tends ta iower the'intellectual qualifications of representatives. The essayist men-tianed a number of other mctbods. (i) The plan tried in SouthAus tralia-the wboie country is tic constitucncy, and eacb voterbas as many votes as there arc candidates ; (2) cumulative vating,wbich is mach the saine as (i) ; (3~) Lard John Russell',, method offorming Iltbree-cornered canstituencies,l' each constituency eîectsthree members, and a voter may vote for two candidates. This isthe method followed in Toronto in ciecting representatives for theOntario Legisiature ; (4) Mr. Hare's methed-"l proportional re-presentatian." The canstituency is the whole country ; a mnanmay record bis vote for any candidate; (S) a modified form of thissulitable for Canada. Let a province be divided inta districts eachciecting, say, tweive mernbcrs ; a man couîd vote for as manycandidates as be pleases, indicating his preference by nunibersopposite their names. A limit wouid be placed to the number ofvates rcquired far the election of a candidate, and candidateswould be eîected in the order of their preference by the public.This wauid secure the election of the men of the greatcst calibreand avoid many evils of our present systeni. A discussion by

members of the assaciation folîowcd, in whicb Objections andquestions werc statcd and answcrcd. The next meeiîu4 wiil beheld at 4:15 p-m., Jan. 26. Papers wiii be read next Wednesdayon "Naturai Positive Law," by Messrs. J. A. McMiIlan and N. H.Russell. As Lorimer and Maine wili be discu3sed il is hoped alarge number wili be present.

CONVERSAZIONE.-T1e first meeting of the conversazi'lne coin-mittee was held in Mass Hall an Wednesday, January J2th Theprincipal business cansistcd in striking off the sub-committees,,
which are as foilows :

Deinrom--J S. [a ean (Conve er) , W. 1P1\'h ius
F. F. Mvyley, M. A., V ute, R. L. J ., \st , t N Hý ýýu-SS?1,.G. A. ,H.ser, j. F.S singer, R. H. Jaon HE.T
Ha%'ýtain.

FTiance -F. H. S\ffel(Çnvener), J. ' {s, .A r'a4ley,,W. F. W. '&e Iman, W.H.4 rving, T. C. niete Aw 'llott, ~P. J. Mac.êlurçhyJF.BpwnWH.SXitJ.A. Fguson,,T. A. VzibsonW H dges, BeiN us, L ne, H. ichard-
so, EJnes P irn, W. \is H E 7 Haul-

W. \,ui, S. aul A. Mc lly A. tt W. H. Vraham,,
Mus>-. MHa tn Convener),J. O. Iýer, J. A. Ga\vin,.

W. 5. B ýke, BAMS. erce,LBA., -Aýrost B.A,A.J.
Mçelý . .W.iy B.A A. H. \oun. J. Eoes, J. D.Sp e.J. Fer sanâÀA.rT. Tho\îpson.
Peception - \ren CCanxener), G. C. i ggar, F. H.Mass, Y A. dley, A j Ha Iltou, B., A. D.ýrooks, BA.,,R , cA tr W. L. Mitýr' H. cel% N 14NRu -ell,,W.. M.îýc y ILY)G]o E.C. 1kr,G.A. HFraserR.J.G Ks \AA .. ýdo.ad~ . "'î ý.S van, A .

Sei-gq eht j & CNri ck (Ca enýýr), J. H.1IXd AýNMillan,~ J. Yc\, W. A. La jprt, H. J.
ý>.ur\~br, IIr, L d. R. VIA, cl l)iath, A\T.

,Decoratz'on.- E. ~c esjn, J 0 tiler, \. elly, C.~ani, J ~HI wes, BY C\weu,1~AGoec~ ,BA., A. J. A rg, J A Mil E B rk E qlîrritt,M \r 1t S ilAýD \ ,o Blae, \ý,icareý, L .E,_ sey, D.F uso riC. M' hnniff,1J. D.Sp>ce, P. Fj J. CihNkolI n, J.
Do% aW . r' kler, . J. <tG.A Ba, A IIal'

Ret7 tnens.-H. .\kins (Cïnyener), G. Logie, W. Pij us-trd 'P. *c ow, G.¶ J. S. N~nston, A, T. ýuier ' B,
Sth, W. H. G4 am.ý

1 . 1 .on-F. Redde\ (Canvener), J. A. Pýterson, M.A., W.
-F Bý r .H os , A A H. A.ldHutrH1 «~g ) ~on F. A \Zedden,H.Ani.rs, T. N Nress, W. Mrady, T.Res Hay

ANNOUNCEMENT.

THE VARSITY is conducted by undergradeates of the UniverýsitY
of Toron/io, ana wie'i apoear every Saturday of the academi- year.
It aims at beinig the ea/.onent of the vieus of the Unzive;-si/, Pubie,
and will always .reek t/je hig/zest ùnterests of ozîr Univers ily. T»~
Literary Depýar1ment will, as /iereto fore, bc a main fea/iire. flle
news columunis are fuit and accurate containing reports of ail'
meetings of iterest to its readers.
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Storm in the Night. W. J. H.
The Figbt for Appearances, A. STEVENSON.

The New Literary Sensation. I. Jean Jacques. Cîiîc..

Topics of the Hour.
Unrecorded Conversations of Great Men. W.J.H

Communications.
Il'A Suggestion." OLDSLEDGE. "Varaity."e J. C. BuîsîOW5 ,

Round the Table.

UniveraitY and Coîlete News.
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