
EXAMINATIONS A TEST 0F SCHOOL EFFICIENCY

the incaning of the new inoveinent ini
educafion.

Now, far lic it for the Journal f0
Pceoinîuend a revolution. Thaf is not
lhe -way of truc reforrn. If wil]. take
twcnty vears to reach fthc goal ne iow
have in vicw, and then there wil bi lc
i.mst as urgent a dernand for another
step forward. But eau we flot kecp
IflOving? As a inatter of fact we are
Mioving. and the people intend thaf we
shall move. Teichers afi(d e(lflcftioiial-
isý'ts shoudd lie the servants of the peo-
pie.

Are the Examinations a Test of
School Efficiency ?

0f ail alisurd tlîings in e(lliatioii
nlone is more isurd flan this tbat
parents and trustees shold illea-ui'C
-Chool. success liy the resulis of the mid-
sumîner examinations. Ail the exam-

* mations prefend to test is the know-
ledge and flic power of flic students,
nnd the power tcstcd is verv limited in-
dcted, A goodI sehool conisid(ers tliings
0f greafer moment sucl as pliysieal andI
Olloral. condition, attitude to trufli.
baliaty and goodiless. habit, taste. char-
ac et er, co(lliet, al)ilify to do0 things,
POWer of initiative, power of self-con-
trol. kucow'ledIge of inen and nature, dlis-
Position, tolerance, social power. and
attitllde-ail these and a dozen other
things that wvil1 suggest fheinselves.
tT OwI aisu-rd, then, ta make success or
faillure in onle littie field ihe measure of

D3t own in Ontario and iu the
Westerni States fifty years ago if a
eaiO to have tests in spelling. AIl
the schoolýs in a township or a, state sent
represcutai ives fo th e a ujuali contcst.

The seoo scnding the inner iras
Ihcrlaldcd as flic bicst slolini flic iown-

s")Or state. As well proclain flic
lad'y to 1)c flic best dressedl wvlo ivears
fhé, finest buttonis on lier ýshoes,.

'ýchooîs that 'Place a liih -valne on
h exainliati rsîmîtsoftenj rail to aiei

to WVeighftie maffers. Thmis is truc in tfli,

teacluîng in flhc eleintary schools is,
as a rule, sul)Ci~or f0 that in colleges
and universities is flic facf that flic
teachers are free to -wvorký for somefhing
mnore tIitan exaiiatioîi resuits.

Aýs a inatter of filet, if is a vcry easy
tluing to gel pupiis through exainla-
tions. Tiiose wlio have coached stu-
dents knovw low simple a niatter if is
for a cuîîning insfrucfoi f0 select prob.
able questions anid drill on these. A
coach ini this city, lookiug over the ima-
flieiiafi('al papers set for feu years,
Pasf, was so successful ini hladling a
green strident thaf ini fhrec niglîts ini-
stiruction lie 1]0(d gucssed over fwo-
thirds of flic probleiîîs. This is but one
illustration. Up andl down flic coiutry
there arc coaches of fuis kind at woî-k
ail fle ic ine iii flic sehools. Tlîey are
iiof ly any meails our liesf feachers.
This JIournal does niof wish feaching f0
lic degî'aded f0 flhc level of coaching,
and consequeiitly profcsfs agaiiist flic
action of parents aud frustees mwho fake
a narrow viei,.

A grenfleîîan wrifiiîg froin an castein
Plroi iîieC ,;solciting ain appointfIlleelt ini
flhc Mest, eonicludcd lus letter witlî tlîis
sentence, "'I have always l)asse(l frotil
85 ta 95 per cent. of my pupils." To
lis that was a, doubfful recommiînda-
tion. Evidenfly some feachers have not
advaniced beyond flic examination
i(Icai.

Now, of course, if is possib)le for ail
the other wortlîy thiîîgs ment ioned
above fo go aiong wifh succcss at cx-
anuinafions. If is possiile. That is
ill thaf need lie said. But succcss at

exanmînaiomi is nof pedagogically flic
kingdom of lîcaven, ivhich if attaiued
will ensure fthc aftaiîîmeîît of ail things
cîse.

The fournal coîîgrafula.tcs those stu-
denits j'ho have succeded at flic cxam-
îîa fions; if conigratullates sehools fliat
bacve liad average or more than average
siteess where sucli sclîools are ini oflier
respects wortli ' ; but if congratillates
eliiefly those sehools wliich ]lave exaît-
e(l indivi(fl al an d commiunity eharicaeer
auJ effieiency even af flic expeîîse ot
lesser 1ibuîgs. And ail fuis is wriffeîî


