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irgroutici for the writer of fiction, It is fitting ttat tiiese
charac teris tics should fie presented to the îvorld 1)'v Cana-
dian. authiors,, and through die medium of Canadiani pub-
lishers.

Iu the current nitumber of the Noýrtli Aiter-
"Ur Goldwin Sniith icati Re%,iexv Mr. G-oldwin Sinitl's nailte

an~d the oid
Te8tan1ý11t appears under -an article entitled IlChristi-

anitys8 MliHstone." Tihis article xviii fe
verY diflèrentîy received in différenit quarters. It starts
frolrn the assumrption, that the Christian world stili hiolds to
the verbal infallibility of Holy Scripture. It then enumer-
atesï an immense number of religious and moral difficulties
against such a position. No Christian seholar of note to-day
holds the doctrine of verbal inspiration. But doubtless Mr.
Uoldwin Smith is not wrong in supposing titat many Christ-
ns do. Such being the case, this article oughit to have

nîuch the same kind of effect as Colonel Ingersoll's work,
whvIich lîelped to destroy the caricature of Christianity which
was Popular]y knowit as Calvinisni. We liope Mr. (3oldwin
Smith's recent utterance may lielp to clear the grourid of the
no0w discredited, and, in educated circles, discarded, theory
of verbal inspirationt. And, no doubt--as the titie of his
article implies titis was the initenttiont of thte writei'

Ey tite way, Mr. Goldwin Sinith faIls foui
Ml Goldwn Smit of tite editors of Lux Munidi. Hie cotn-IIJ1d Lux Mundi.

pletely ntisunderstands and consequently
nîlisrepresents tîteir position. If Mr. Goldwin Stnitlî is going
tu use the results of Old Testament criticisut to pull dlown old
Positions, hie ought in ail fairness to have made lîimself
Stiliciently acquainted with the new learning to point ont
titat thzre is a new and truer view of inspiration whiehi rec-
Ognizes aIl the difficulties to whlîi lie has called popular
attention, and deals with them, yet, at the saine tiune, firmly
Miaintains the inspiration of the Old Testament. 1If M r.
Goldwin. Smith is uîîaware of titis, hie forfeits his rigltt to
deal with the subject. If lie is not unaware of it lie lias rio
justification for thus wantonly adding to the religious urtrest
Of illaîîy minds.

Rigeroriic8m Wltat riglît bas any man to undermine a
ne the Muttitude. people's religions conîviction-, and gix e no

sign that these convictions may be true
thougît improperly based ? Mr. Goldwin Snîitli's article
Wehjle it seems to upset the religious value of the Old Testa-
tient, in reality only upsets a human view of the mode of its
'1lSPiration. He must know that such an article mnay do
untold injury to maîiy a înan's faith. If in so purely scieit
t'Rec a matter as astronounical knowledge the Copernican
theory did not supersede the Ptolemaic view without a bittert
struggle, wlîat is to he expected wlîen a religious world is
8uddenly called uponi to resign an infallible Bible'? It is,
therefore, not tnerely a blunider but unpardonable cruelty to
expose to men. the impossibilities of their clterishied theory
before they are ripe for tire newer and truer theory whiclt
Will enable ttein to hold substantially the samne religions con-
vl'tiOnst as before. That men are not yet ripe for a complete
revOlution in tîteir view as to hov God inspires his prophets
'8 IiOtably shown in this latest incursion of Mr. Goldwin
8ulith into the realm of theological thought. MrVr. (4oldwin
8tnith shows a complete grasp of tite facts which some timre
since lel the editors of Lux Mundi to discard the old-faslî-
ion'ed theory of verbal infallibility. Hie fails entirely to
gras8p the new view of the best Christian scholars of our day,
Whiil takes account of the difficulties in the Old Testament
Without giving the impression that it is time the Old Testa-
'ienlt was discarded.

AT a titue like thte presehit, when bve-elections call for,
-ti expression of opinion aitd a declaratioti of policy

frotu the outs and thte irs, î'espectively, it is the dnty of every
intelligent meinher of tie comnunîtity to tî'y anîd forni a
reasonaffle opiniont. l'ie tlay for, strict alle giance to party
hunes is, we believe, drawiîîg to a close. O1ler mnt who
itave been brougltt up in the htabits of party discipline, find il
difficuit to do justice to the motives or- arguments of political
opponents, but the yonnger men are, in mtany cases, exceed-
ingly desirous of forming an untramîtîeled opiniont on tOte
niatters niow being discussed.

The sole issue, apparently, at tite next Session will lie
that of tite Roman Catlîolic Separate Scitools in M~anitoba.
That i'ssue at present offers itself iri titis way. The Romant
Catlîolics complain that tîteir rights and privileges have
been interfered witlî by Provincial legisiation iii Manitoba.
The Privy Council hiave decided titat they hiave a grievance;
the D)ominion Goverrament have promrised to remedy that
grievance, l)ut before undertaking to do it tlîemseives tlîey
htave stated that they prefer titat the Provincial Legislature,
wlio passedi the laws in questioni, should either repeal or

antiîdtîtnt.The latter Legislature lias, so far, declirted to
dIo eitlter, and the D)ominion (Govet-naieut htave now to iict
upon tite promtise tltey mîade. Wltile Protestants, as a
general rule, deplore the determination of their Ronman
Catltolic fellow subjects to iutsist upon Separate Scbools, the
larger itajority feel thtat it would be impolitic as well as
unjust to coerce titeni inito attending schools to wbich they
ob.ject, and we doubt very much whether the fanatical
denuniciations of the extreuîte ultra-Protestants fiîîd syîttpathv

with' telre aJority of electors. It does seeni unfair
to insist upon the utemhers of tîtat creed being coin
pelled to pay donuble rates, that is, iii support of Publie
Schlools, which they do not appr(ve of, and at the saine time
support schools which their Cliurch reqnires tireur to attend.
It is a gierious concession for' the country to be obliged to
make, and if it could be avoided the large majority would
gladly not have te, make it, but,, as it is a question of faitit
and not inerely of practice, we mnust bow to the situation. If,
in the end, tire agitation leads to some general îcheine
whereby religion shaîl be tauglit in State-supported schools
it will not have been entirely thîrowîî away.

But wvhat strikes us as the utost serions feature iii thte
political situation isý this. Whtile the wlîole country ims
being upset'and worried by tite constant and heated partisaît
discussioni of a (question wlîich really interests very few
people, the material interests of the I)ominion are seriously
prejudiced. In the first place, instead of the wiîole united
force of the Canadian people being devoted to the developiient
of the D)ominion, bad feeling is being engendered and race and
creed distinctions are being developed, which. prevent united
action in any direction. If Canadians are to create and
maintain a country of their own, it niust be by united
effort, and it is preposterous titat a question of wltether five
or six thîousand childreît shonld or should not fie educated
in schools by themselves, should be allowed to turn the
whole country upside down. Tt is time for corumon sense
and moderation to be once ntore called into play, and the
mischief-makers, and discoîîtertted and dissatisfied politicians
whîo bave raised this question, inust be taught their proper
place.

A further difficulty stares us in the face :the trade
relations of the country mav, be altered by a vote on a collat-
eral issue. Are tue people prepared to allow those trade
relations question to be decided or disposed of by a side
issueI We believe not, and we hope to see yet a sense of
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