
MàaIO 29th, 1889.] THE WEEK.

SGermany doomed to become a second Rtigsia 1 It
would almost seem so if reliance can be placed on the

description of the new Penal bill, given by the Tagblatt.
Rigid repression of every out.cropping of the spirit of
freedom seems to be the ideal and goal of German states-

*manship, under the present regilne. Persons found guilty
of inciting one class against another, or of publicly attack-
ing the basis of public and social order, especially religious,

*the monarchy, marriage, or property, are to be subjected
to severe pains and penalties, including years of imprison-
ment and, in the case of second offences, banishment from
certain places. liewspapers twice oflending become hiable
to be suppressed. Almost any extreme of despotism and
tyranny is possible under the operation of such a code.
And yet the Government is probabhy strong enougb to

jpass and enforce it. There is sometbing very singular in
the spectacle of a people like the Germans, second to none
in education and general intelligence, bowing their necks so
long and patiently to yokes such as no community of
Anglo-Saxons would tolerate for a year.

A RECENT number of the Canadian 1rcîiqe a

Toronto, which contains some valuable suggestions. One
in particulaP is worthy of consideration by every head of
a family in city or country. In no doinain of business or
social life does the adage, "lAn ounce of preventîon is
worth a pound of cure," more forcibly apply than in mat-
ters pertaining to health and disease. Dr. Canniff dwells
strongly upon thie necessity that the services of every
physician should bu heartily enlisted in aid of the bealth
officer of bis district. We may remarfr, thougli Dr. Can-
niff does flot put the thing so bluntly, that while, as a
mIle, physicians unquestionably do a groat deal of unre-
munerated preventive work by means of advice and other-
wise, they are but human, hike other mnen, and should
not be expected to give too much of their time to this
disinterested public service, especially as it obvioushy does
not, to say the least, lie in line with their persona] inter-
ests. Dr. Canniff's suggestion is flot new, but it is valu-
able. It is simply this, that the miedical attendants should
be engyaged by the year to look af ter the health of individ-
naIs and families, instead of, as is the prevailing cnstom,
being summoned only in extremity, and often when it is
too late to save a valuable hife. Lt would be easy to
enlarge on the benefits of sucli a change of custom should
it become general. The whole interest of ail the physi-
cians in the community would be enlisted on the side of sani-
tary reform. In fact we are nlot sure that Dr. Canniff might
not soon find lis own occupation as Health Oficer gone.
The arrangement would ho economical, too, for the physi-
cian could afford to content bimself with a very mnoderate
charge, and doctor's bills would net be added to the other
heavy expenses at the very time, perhaps, that the bread-
winner is laid aside by sickness. The reform is surehy
worth thinking about. Could not the doctors themselves
advocate and promote it without compromise of professional
dignity or suspicion of selfish endsi

THE LES UITS ESTA TES ACT.

THE extreme importance of right opinion and action onl
this burning question, atthe present juncture, must

be my apology for returning briefly to the subject. While
I desire to thank Mr. Armour for bis kind response to my
inquiries, I have to confess myself stiîî sceptical on the

main Point. The fact that Mr. Armour kindhy repeats
some of bis views and reasonings in other forms seems to
indicate that I failed to make it sufficiently chear that my
difficulties were not witb the arguments ïiemselves, but
with the promises, stated or assumed, underlyiiig those
arguments. I may refer to one or two instances.

Mr. Armour says that the question from lis point of

viow is "la question of the recognition of the Queen's
majesty, and loyalty to bier persen." Now what I was, and
amn, uttorly unable to perceive is that there is any question

of this kind in the matter. Does Mr. Armour make it
clear that there is I If so there is an end of ahl contro-
versy. Let us see as we pmoceed.

Mr. Armour elaborates at some length lis reaisons for
concluding that the Act wants finality. This is, as I ho-

âbre admitted, but a secondary matter. Grant that the
enacting part of the Act doos not contain a clause to this

* effect--presumably because it was considered unnecessary
seeing that no logal dlaim had been set up or admitted-

it is to the lay mind, I venture toi say, incredible that,
should, the question of fumther moral dlaim ever bo raised,

it couid not be at once settled by reference to the facts
and correspondence given in the preamble. Surely these
would be sufficient before any tribunal to determine the
intention of the Act. Take for instance sucli a condition
as the following laid down by Mr. Mercier and acceptod
in the very same terms, without condition or reservation,
by the- Pope's agent: "lThat you will grant to the
Govrnment of the Province of Quebec a full, complete
and perpotual concession of all the property whicb may
have helonged in Canada, under wbatever title, to the
Fathers of the old society, and that you will renounce to
aîl rights gonerally whatsoever upon sucli property, and
the revenues tlierefrom, in favour of our province, the
,whole, as woll in the namo of the old order of Jesuits, as
of your present corporation, in the name of the Pope, of
the sacred college of the Propaganda, and of the Roman
Catholic Churcli in general." Is not the Pope's acceptance
of the Act, and appropriation of thie money it bestows, a
virtual and tacit assent to its conditions, so far, at least, as
to debar him from pressing any furtlier moral dlaim ?
Mr. Armour crtainly bas not made it clear that the
Act lacks finality.

ccBy the aw of Great Britain," says Mr. Armour,
"the tithe of the Crown was perfect ; but by the rules

of the Roman Oatbohic Churcb the Pope bad, in Mr.
Mercier's opinion, a superior tithe which the Crown of
Great Britain did not and could not divest him of witliout
bis consent." Grant it. That superior title was of the
kind called "lmoral." Does Mr. Armour not recognise the
possibility of tbe existence of sucli a thing as a moral
dlaim ? Can lie deny that if the moral dlaim is valid it
stands on~ higber ground than even a egal dlaim, and is of
such a nature that Rer Mai esty herself cannot divest the
individual of it without bis consent? Is it not conceivable,
for instance, that the Queen mnigbt have unj ustly confiscated
an estate behonging to the ancestors of Brown or Jones at the
time of the Rebelion-sucli mistakes do undoubtedly occur
-and that in consequence the heir, Brown or Jones, loses
ail legal tithe to any portion of it?1 Can it be doubted
that, the act of confiscation being unjust, tbe heir in question
would have a moral dlaim of which not even the Queen
could deprive him? And, supposing the Government of
Ontario, to whicb the confiscated property had been trans-
ferred and which was enjoying its usufruct, should one day
recognize this moral claim and vote for the heir a sum of
money by way of compensation, would it not be thouglit un-
reasonable and absurd for some legal mind to raise the
objection that in so doing the Government had Ilsubordi-
nated Rer Majesty the Queen " to humble Brown or
Jones, and "lhad thus proved itself unfaithful to British
Constitutional usage, custom and law," and that conse-
quently its "Act was void 1 " Suppose, f urthcr, that tbe
heir in question, Brown or Jones, hiad become a citizen of
the United States, or France, would that fact make a
tittle of difference in eitbor the moral dlaim, or the consti-
tutionality of the Act in discharge of it h Would it make
any difforence were the heir an Arcbbishop or even Presi-
dent of one of those Republics'? And yet we must surely
admit either one or ail of these absurdities or conclude
that Mr. Armour li not succeeded in making good bis
position.

Mr. Armour further contends that, admitting the canon
law cf the Catliolic Churcli to be what it undoubtedly is, 1
have made it abundantly clear Ilthat the Act is a declara-
tion that the Legishature of Q uebec is powerhess to make
laws respecting Roman Catholic institutions, property and
iglts without tbe sanction of the Pope." No, it is clear

even fromn the correspondence in the Preamble of the Act
that the Legishature of Quebec can make what laws it
pheases in sncb matters. But it is also clear that it cannot
mako any law respecting Roman Catholie institutions,
property and riglits, having the nature of a contract, agree-
ment or compromise, in wbicb the Roman Catholic Cburcb
is the party of the second part wbose assent is necessary
to moake the transaction miitualhy binding, without the
sanction of the Pope. Nor, we suppose, couhd the Legis-
lature of Ontario make any sucli law respecting the Metho-
dists of Ontario witbout the consent of the President of
the Conference, or some other duly constituted official liead.
Would said President 'or other head in sucb a case bo
96unfaithfully set up over Her Majesty the Queen and the
laws of the Province?">

I lbave it to the judgment of the reader wbo will taire
the trouble to give to the foregoing questions and sugges-
tions a consideration unbiassed byegal or other preposses-
sions, to determine wbether the horns of that formidable
dilemma do not resolve themasehvea, on dloser examination,
into merepaper bugaboos. J. E. WELLS.
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OTTA WA LETTER.

T H1E festivals in lionour of the -Patron Saint of Ireland
have received a tremendous enthusiasm from the coin-

cidence of recent events in London. In addition to the
usual and imposing services of Sunday, a great gatbering
was hld on Monday evening in the Opera House. Par-
ticularly excellent music could have monopolizod the
programme, had not the speciai interest centred around
tbe anticipated speeches of two distinguishod statesmen,
which proved to be veritable orations. Tbe Hon. Mr.
Laurier lias earned for himsolf the compliment of Ilsilver-
tongued " as he discourses from lis seat in the House on the
questions of the day. But if any improvement could be
suggested, as lie 'threw off the trammels of politics and
huxuriatod in the highier field of patriotisin, it could only
be in Ilgolden-tongued." 11e was not Irish, lie told the
audience, but bis love for France taught hini something of
their love for Ireland, and if hoe did not say mucli tloy
were to know it came from tbe heart. Hie wouhd not
offend their eadiag characteristie-i-iodesty--by telling
them al lie tliought of tbem. But as the Mahommedans
turned to tbe east at prayer, tbe race wlio were met in
sucli entliusiasmn beforo himi gave the civilized world a
lesson by turning towards Jreland, not only ut prayers, but
before and after. Hie touched on the sufferings their
love of country hla brouglit upon them ; on the spectacle
of sucli mon as O'Brien and Dillon enduring humiliation for
baving said something wbicb was distasteful to an Englisb
Chief Secretary for Irehand; on -Parnell's sianderers, not
satisfied witli killing witli the knife, but, wliat was more
monstrous, witb calumny, robbing a mean of lis dearest
treasure-bis reputation. But tbe attompt liad, boomerang-
like, rebounded on its autbors, and Parnell now stood-
alas 1 alas! for Ilihemnian lungs and Hlibernianlboots: flow

and thon in the din one heard a eut of a word-darkest
liour-dawn-before many more St. Patrick's Days-na-
tional Parliament in Dublin.

The Hon. Mr. Costigan cauglit up Mr. Laurier's hearers
at red heat, but with ne profession of silver or gold in
extempore rbetoric, pronounced from lis manuscript a
magnificont and flowing, epithet upon the wrongs of their
Emerald Isle. Not only their Patron Saint had his memory
wreatlied in immortal language, but Grattan, Curran,
Sheridan, Sheil, Burke, Plunkett, O'Connell were reinemn-
bered in tributes of praise which but helped to crown the
feast. The lionoumable gentleman sbowed bis intimate know-
ledge of Carlyle and otlier philosophie seers, and quoted
freely from their inspiring words. From tliese lie bade bis
audience take courage. The blood-stainod, woary way had
been trod for seven centuries in toil and travail, sore dis-
couragemfelit, calumnies, obloquy, scourgos, revilings, mar-
tyrdom; but now they saw before tliem the smiling path
of peace, hope, trust, progres bonour, higb aims. They
represented "lthe sister, not tbe slave, of England, the peor
of any nation in the worhd." Under iloaven, the Grand
Old Man-(ab ! the boots and tho lanat! )-and the Grand
Young Man-(ah! the lungs and the boots !)>-have lot in
the liglit of aspiration, ýand the song of ransom would echo
around tbe world, proc]aiming the glory and sweetness of
liberty.

A gim thougbt liaunted me. Whiat if we have not yot
beard the end of Pigott?

Thougli Ottawa doos not possess a Board of Trade, it
once did; and the advantages of having the decessed com-
mercial element revived bave been the subject of a couple
of rather important meetings. The late Board, it appeýrs,
left this earthly scene without paying al iabiities, and a
committee was appointed to prepare a statement. In due
time the statement submitted that the debts amiounted to
three or four hundred dollars. The ohd membership fee of
ten dollars was considered out of the question, and a pro-
posai to reduce it to five in the meantime was understood
to mean tliree, or even two, later on ; as a Board of two
bundred at two dollars was wortli more than one of one
hundred at four dollars. For further economy, it was
proposed to dispense with a paid Secretary, and to secume
modest accommodation in the meantime, on the under-
standing that each mem ber phedge himself to leave no
stone untumned te raise Ottawa in this respect to, tho higli
position expected of bier. Officers were elected, but-the
liabiities of the deceased were not paid.

The Board of HealtI lias liad a matter of great interest
brouglit undor its consideration by an engineer from
Montreal. With the enlargement of the city comes the
question of increased vigilance over tlio wehfare of the'
the public physique, and this gentleman proposes to remove
the scavengering danger in a manner of thmeefold applica-
tion. 1, the garbage ia to be burned; 2, it iis thereby to,


