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shire, a coarse, clownish deer-steaier ; an iaacctcatP mai', Whîo carried on

ne correspondericei, hiad no friendships, and was unknown iii tic litenary

circles of London. Sucll assertions have been proved thorouglîly wvorthicss

by the most learned and conscientious students of Siakespenre's life aiid

times ; but to cail the man whose brilliant Il vit combats " witii Ben Jons-,onl

at the Mermaid Tavern were remembered long aftr bis deathi iuarticî'Jate,

is sucli a curieus infelicity of languagé, and so accunately indietates Mn.

Donnelly's knowledge of bis subject, tint I may be exclised for repeatiflg

rare Ben's well known testimcony to Slîakespeare's gifis of expressioni.

IliHe had," says his great contemporary anti constant coinipanion, " lami

excellent fantasy, brave notions, and gentle expressions, wiîjrein lie flowed

with that facility tbat sometimes it was nccessni'y that lie siculi be .stopped

sujlaminandus erat, as Augustus said of Rlat(rius."

It is a curious concidence tiat just now. whiin the comjunctioti of tint

erratic and dangerous political comet, Mnvl. Gaitotie, wvi li MnI. Parneýll's

r baleful planet, tireatens tic unity ani gr, ns fteBiil îiie
new phase in wbat hias been calicd "ltic Bacon mcx ement,' is bcingr put

F prominently forward in'a heading English literary review. I hopi, it is

flot an emen of Engiand's decay, tbat while MIr. Parn-ll is op-nly r iii

many thousands of dollars from tue subJects of a fom-eigi iiîLtim (1O deulit

with Mr. Gladstone's approvai), to aid in the schime cf Lcobemnt

and Mr. Gladstone is dealing witî Ini-si politics ivitii the saine rei

hardihood, imperfeet knowiedge, and arbitrary a-týcuiiîptiîti, ;vitli %lici lie

writes about the Iliad and tic Bock cf Genesis, a cert-ain clique iiiAmeia

assîstcd by some crack-braîned people iii Engiani, are tnying iii varions

ways to soil and degrade tic gloricus naie whioli for se mnany ye-ans lias

been the symbol of England's highiest, g0nius andi noblest p;ttriotisîtil, and

te make of it a staiking-horse on wiici tlîey may exercîse a punile

ingenunity. If there is one feeling whici iaesen siows. umore

strongly than another it is uis patrietismn. Ilis ieyalty te lus s iveneiga

and uis country, bis pnide in the greî)tucýss ani glorv cf Emglani, speak

with passionate power in thc grand scene cf tic battie cf Aanc naid

in ail bis historical pînys. Thc GermLans4 cal1 tie.se pînys Etiglanl's

national epic. They are thc nobiest food on whlîii thie Engiislï race could

be nurtured, and if they were more read and laid te hcart, tiere would be

more truc patriots to uphold the honour cf Englaiîd. Tic naie cf Shakoi-

speare lias borne bis country's faile over tic world, and is n stnong, tic te

hold the wbole Anglo-Saxon race in a kindrcd bond. If it werc possible

that it could be thrown dowiî and tramîpled in tic hfane, EnIgland wouid

lose haîf lier glory. Yet thene are Englisli iceneclasts wvîo seemi quite

ready te assist the crazy faction that are trying te brin-g about sucli a

downfall. There are aiso Englishmien xvio are wiiling te aid iii destroyingy

the power and prestige of tic greatest empire tic world lias even Itnewn,

in the spirit cf paity, in blind obedience te anl cloquent dleiiagogue.

/Stamford. 
L. M.

THE W0RK 0F filE LATE CONGRESS.

TRE forty-ninth Congress since tic establishment cf tue Union, iîî 1788,

came to an end yesterday, witiout any cf tic scemies cf disorder and

incidents of corruption that used to characterise such occasions a fexv yenrs

ag.The legisiative resuht of its two ycars cf existence lins uiot becn nîccli

in quantity, but it bias donc nothing reahiy bad, and lias pas-ted a few 'good

measures, cf wlîich thc first iii imnportanîce is tue tet regulating the ceunt-

ilg of thc Presidential Vote by tic tWO -Ieuseýs cf Congness. For want cf

such a iaw tic country was brougit mcnsurably near to a civil war iii 1876,

and was filled with anxiety in 1884, when it was seen iîoî close was tue

Vote between Messrs. Cleveland amîd Blaine iii the pivota] state cf New

York that ycar. Another important act is tlîat rcgulatingy tic Presidential

Fiuccession in tic event cf the offices cf President and Vici--President being

conternporanously vacant. More immediately important is tic act repeal-

ini the Tenure cf Office Act, passed during tic admiinistration cf President

Joghnson, te proteet those Republican office-hiolders wvlo refused te "rat":

With him fromn his party, and since used by Presidents, Senators, and office-

seekers in aid of ail sorts cf corrnpt bargaitîs and tmaffies iii public offices.

By way cf reaction from the policy under whicli empires cf temitery 11ave

been squandered in subsidies te railwnys, nets have been passed rescuinc

flearly fifty millions cf acres froni forfcited land-gralîts, aîîd tue quaiititý

would have been mucli greater but for tie streîigth pessessed by land

k> grabbing corporations in the Senate. Reactioni is f u rther îmîdicated IJy ti(

la oprevent aliens from acquirîng lands ini tic territenies owned bJ

teFederal Government, a blow at tic Scotchi Syndicates tint have beel

laigfraudulent use cf the laws intended for actual settlers te acquir'

vast cattle ranges on the plains. An apparently effective biow lias becu

Etruck at the polygamous arrangements of tue Mormion Chunci, tîteugi

time will be needed te sec full and actitai resuits. A start lis beeiin ad

ithe direction cf freeing Congressional Committees frein tic labour an',

ecandaI of investigating private dlaims against tic Goverimient, by sendin

Sncb cases to the Courts for judicial procecdings.

Moderate provision hias been ruade for continuiuig tue restoration of th

%lriict vanished navy, and it is gratifying, iii this cennectien, te know tii

tic millions upon millions recklcssiy voted by thie Seniate uider tic spi:

Of a newspaper craze for national defences-a rage stiunulated by a synd

Oate cf people interested in suppiying, tic Goverument with material-

'eere withheid by the Huse. Another reckless mensure tint failed wî

tic Canadian Retaliation Bill, promotcd by tic lieuse for purposes

b *Uncombe, and which the prometers kîîew could neyer have any pîactîc

COnisequences. -Thc more moderate Senate bill on tic saine subject becan

law, but will probably find ne other use than as a stick for the Repu

licansl to belabour thc President with, as the shadow of the next gener

election draws nearer.

llaving regard to the social life of the country, the act to rogulate the

trunk-line railwàys is of the tirst importance, but rather as a matter of

intention thaii performance ;for miany additions and changes will be

needed before nîncli practical control of the great lines of commerce can be

exercised. The indications are that this act is the bieginning of a series

that will, in the end, put the railways and the public on a just footing

toward ecd other, to the benefit of both.

The extension of the system of free delivery and collection of letters to

ail towns having not less thail ten thousand inlhabitants w'ill promote the

comifort and convenience of the people mnaterially. The relief of Ainerican

ships from a multitude of smnall imposts and other burdetis înust lead, in

the end, to an act allowing our citizens to biiy ships xvieresoever they can do

so with tie greatest advantage. Aniother step forward lias been taken in

the civilisation of the Indians, by providing for an allotmnent of their lands

ftmlong themi in severalty, and protecting tlîeir tities against their own

iînprovidence for a long terin of years.

The most serious omissions of the expircd Congress have been the fail-

urc to revise the oppressive tariff on iiports ; to stop tie debasenient of

the carrency by the depreciateil silver dollar, and to grant to thc mercantile

classes a National Bankruptcy Act. The scandaIs of the sessions have becen

the reckless grantýing of pensions for alleged miert or (lisability iii tic Civil

\Var, ai-d tie corrupt combinations by whicb the public trcasury has been

plundcred to erect uselcss Federal buildings ail over the country, anid to

improve rivers and harbours thnt have but anl apocryphal existence. On

many of sucli jobs and ,swindles thc President, by mnens of the veto power,

lias set a heavy foot.
As tie days of the Congress drew toward their eîîd there was an

inicreasing disposition on the part of Deinocratic mlemibers to harmonise

withi the Administration. This is pariy due to recently-acquircd wisdoin

and partly to fear. Tie Administrationi, on its side, is a little more pla-

cable, and a slow but steady attenuation of the Civil Service Reforni ges

on, to the grief of the independent supporters of President Cleveland.

The gerieral tendency ami experience of ail modern legislative bodies is

recounted in the foilowing words of the New York Ilerald: " More bis

were introduced iii both Flouses, more Committee reports made, more

bis passed, more becamie laws and more were vetoed than ever before.",

lVashington. 
B.

"THE, 1>IT 0F Il'."

WE are standing in the face of a terrible crisis in Jneiand, in spite of al

thnt Lord Randolph Churchill lias propliesicd to the contrary. It is not a

political crisis ; it is not a social crisis, though liotî tîtese have lielped to

create it. It is a financial crisis. \lîethcr tlome Rule bc granted or not,

wiethcr the Plan of Campaiga be successful or ijot, a vast number of Irish

tenants will be ruined this year. It is thc natural outcome of a legisiation

whicli has rewarded idieness and perjury ; of an agitation wîiclh lias iiectly

recommen(led them. Aluiost the whoie of Englisi legislation upon Irislî

land questions since 1881 lias beeni a direct incitemlent to look poor, to

show ilebts, and to swear tîtat Ilthc rents are impossible." The fariner

wlîo owed arrears had themi wiped off ; thc fariner who showed bis land f ll

of weeds and rushes had his rent reduced ; tic farier who biad set lus land

for crops of flax, and so rained it for years, was rolieved and commiserated

wiile the honest inan who did bis best, and paid his relit on the ad*oi ig

farm, got nothing. Tiese plain hints given hy Engylish legislation have

been impnoved upon by Irish agitation. The former only rewarded iying

and idling; while the latter plainly recommends themn. It is of tic last

moment to the sordid patriots who are sucking the life-blood of tic Irish

peasant, that his destitution shahl be signal and hîs rent proved im-lpossible.

The people have been openly and deliberately taughit tiat agitation will

psy themi better tban agriculture, and that ail ostentatious poverty is tic

sure road to wealth and comnfort. The resait is that iii tie poorer districts

Irish farming lias gone to ruin. AIl the zealous sud constant care which

the lîonest farmer bestows upon his land is now regarded as mere fol ly.

What use is there in gettirîg up eariy, in sowing and plarîtîng betimes, in

rwatching the weather, in keeping down tlîe weeds î If men appear com.

fortable and tiîriving iii their farns, wiil not agitation decay, and the

National League die a natural deati ] Accordingly, the Irish peasant lias

been really dragged downi into terrible poverty, not by paying rent, but by

being trained in idleness, iying, -and f aise sentiment. ie is taught to

1attribute ahl his wrongs, real and imagînary, to somebody else. Hie is toid

ctitat lie eau becomne rich and happy by legisîntion and not by labour. If

1this be so, whiat matter is it whether this or that law be proposed for his

àgood b If lhe got Ilome Ruie to-morrow wonld that lîelp hiim out of lus

e difficuity i If a great foreignl war brouglit witli it a sudden rise of prices,

1 will the inan wlîo lias neitlien crop noer stock on lus land profit by it 'i This

g is the terrible future whici. is before us. A generation of men, however

Weil disposed and quiet, who bave been systematicaliy urged both by empty

[e bombast and soiid bribe to idie aud to throw the blaune of their poverty on

Lt somne one cisc, will not be untauglit these lessons witliout terrible distress

ir and suffering. There will be despair, and with it crimie tic natural couse-

îi- quence of despair. There will be more expatriation and expropriation

- than was ever dreamt of by any legisiator. But the real blame will rest

is not upon the landlords, however their f oolish harshness and stihi more

of foolish weakncss may have produced occasional liarm, but upon the blun-

al derers and thîe phunderers, the Engiish legishators and the Irish algitators,

te Who have assiduously and only too successf ully taught a social and pleOas.ure-

b- loving people that idleness is ne harm, aîîd that labour ii nîcre vaîiity and

al vexation of spirit. What laws eau save a people who fail into this terrible

silare I-J. P. Malbafy, in the Dublin"I Union."


