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MR, GLA DSI'ONE'S SOIlE.L

Tîmtouani the exulting mhiutq ef tlîe Irish Natioisalist4 cf Londoni, ulrawnl

out unuler tlîcîn priemuts, andî aniitîst tîm' joyous exîlîctatioli of tChe Aliii'min
Fenians, andî aIl ;w'lo dlisirc tIse dowiifall I f tIi' liritiîhl poewer, M r. G lii
stone ioveii iii triuiih te propose %vli:t Iii' liad Iiitîis'l f, a vorm' short tintem
before, branded as the Io î î'ii e i î f t lii Etmp1iire'. Iý f loci îî t.he
expressioi ow li,' shows.'ihow rapilv hoi ilrifts, Iio\w î';isily andiîîî ji'îl

ho breaks witl iis ewii past, lîow tri'acliiirouis ar' tIoi' lioorîigýs cf tIi' ship
cf state if it anchors by lus convictions. 'lo lie appiatidied hy thme eliciluies
cf lus countny weuld cause luiin les-s oîf a ijîaliii tlîaîî it Nvoulil causeo to

opéliiary mceii. I fis wonsliippers an' foîîll of gi vinîg lîiîî the iý4l îut ivo
titlo cf t1e greait " liiîuati "tteii ILi h is a hligli', Chlii, p('nlialis, te

be luîîi an t te nîationîal. W i nay look forwaniî, iii spirit, te tlîe
dlîy %;'lien, as theî t r ile lias i ~'ilest iii thli' nuationî, the n'iations w iii hi lest
in umuanity. Hut,,a lin e.silt, iii thmemic'l's vortex cf initerniationial
conliltititi it iutt fan' iii witli thei nationi l%-iiîl lias miot a plstriotic chiîf;
and i Eiglaîil iay have Ilitt#!r ruasol ii co 'ishi tîmat NI r. Gliadstone' iiistead
cf hcing, h'r P>iirime, Nliîistî'r wou'e l>Iîi'nfi. îor cf NIlîkii il. ]t enîaps
a îîot very iareow hatrietiin iiay tîdî tîmat i've'i NI iikin ii! ould lotie
somnething wlîich it can ili aflord te loti' îy timi' iiîiîii'îldiati' de'structioni of
the Britishl power.

Thmat the union of two iniîepenihînt Parliuiients uiiier cine Constitu-
tional ('rown iii utterly iimprtîcticalili, and tîmat tie attînIllt would lead
cnly ta confusion, ail wlmo art' worth limeîing On political ]ulea ave
witlî eue vouce proncunce<l. "'lctllilig,"' aYs Macaulay, " is as plain as
a proposition iii Euclid. A ('onstittital Soeegsniust conifomn te the
senise cf Par1 iainent, antI, if tînt two ]'arliainîcîts itlfr, licw cati lie conformn

ta the sentit Of bhî ?i " W'iure the remîl pcwem' i-i in tl(! Crmwis a plurality cf

Parliamiieiitt is prai'ticaiiie, svhîeni tî i naI power is ils t he Psîi!iaîie(iit it is

net. TIse Irishs Parliami''iit ding tmu pu'riod cf its stnu ilisuiipi'iuc
was really Iueld iii dependemice by ('rcwnii ptronage and corruption. Bette,,
far bettm'r, tChan a Union with tw<t Pariliaimiints is Sepîîratiois cutriglît,
which womîld rid Great Britain mît onice cf ail rcspoiiýsilbiiity for Inelanul
and leave lier lit libîerty te deal witlî it as a foreign counstry. 'Pliat betveemi
Legislative Uniion anid Siparatien tîmini' is nmo iiiiddîe way lias liitîierto bei
the verdict cf al] statisiueus. MNr. GinIstoiioý tliiist tChat he lias fourid a
midie way. He sets up twva Pariiansitîît, ec adimttioinal, andî puts, ais euid

te, Irish representatioîs at Westminister. But of tIse two Panliammî'its cime
is te lie Iimperial, the othser local. 'lo tise Parliîîmiit of Ireiaiid local
sîîljects enly are as.signed. Authority oms Iiîsperial subp'cts, iidlu(hing the
Army and Navy, Peace and NVar, Foreign andi Ceolnai poiicy, Customîs,
Coinage, Trade, Navigation, anti fer the present tise Censtabulary, is
vested in the Parliamtent cf Great Britaiu alone. In these questions the
Irish Parliansent is te, have ne voice ; yet Jre]aîsd is ta ho dragged iu the
train cf British policy, invaived in Britishs wars, auîd made te pisy

for the support of British aroinexits and the maintenance of a Britishý

Empire. Site is to ho iive.sted with nationality, but divested of its high-
est attrihutes, taxed without representation, and comipelled to pay an
aniual tribute to, the detested Saxon. By the cable reports Nir. Gladstone
is mnade to say that the righlt of adl(ressiiig the Crown would remain, and
would be a full equivalent for the constitutional righits îvhich are taken
away ; but it is incredible that hoe cani have given utterance to such drivel.
Would it have been possible to devise a sleeme more certain ta generate on
the largest scale and iîitlaiiie to the hîghest pitchi the ennuiity which it is tbe
professeil chjeet of ail] tîjis rovoliitioiiary logislation to allay 1 Cani it ho
believed that Irelantl, wvith lier Nationali4t feeling stimiulated as it hias
ben, wvould Jlng acîluiesco iii such ant arrangement ? (,an it 1)0 doubted
that as scon as the Irish Parliainnt met, a patriotic struggle into which
every ainbitieus mîan would throw liiîiiself would commence for the aboli-
tion of the hateful tribute, for thoe reinioval of ail restrictions, and for the
assertion cf a complote nationality 1 Cani Mr. Gladstone imagine, after
the experience whichi ho lias h'ia iii the case of the Land Act, that tic
object of thie Irish agitators is peace, and that they wiIl rest content with
partial concessions i Does hoe think that ammbition will at once dia a way
in their breasts, that they will instantly bld farewell to the trade by which
tlîey imiake tlieir brtead, or that, if they did, othors more violent and insmitia.
bie would not lit Onmce stop) iinto thei r place îDotes hoe thlik thatAuria
Feniianismn wili lie content te sce 1 reland witli lier '' statutory " Parliamîsent
settie down iii loyal allegiance to Queen Victoria l Ilis ownariît
will ait onîce lie turne! îîy thorotiggoing Nationîîilist8 withi ft(d force
agaiti.-t hiiîmmselýf. If a Britisli egstu is, as hi coîitends, comltnta

I egis]a te for 1 rolideI, lic w eati it lie coi npe ton t to -gi vo lier a ci sstitti ti n

Suppose, iii regard to tlio trimute or any other inatter, Irelanid ru(fuses.
te fultil the conduitionis, liow are the condlitionis ta lie enforceud ~ups a
queiistiosn of jurisdîîtion arises, lîow is it t e i settîcil î Suppose thleri' is ail
amnbigu ity iii the com îpaît, wl l i s ta i iîterpret 'i 'The A ni ricai i Fil i stiî i

lias for flic s1cttliiimt of questions bctween its iniiiiiirs Ctei Sujîrimi
Court backed hy the force cf the Union. C'anada )lias the 1'rivy (Jouiicîl
lîackeil ly the force of the Elxpire. l3etweeii Great l3ritaiîî and E relamd
there woniild ho io an îiLttiin g tri butial or power. The only guarîliant cf
tue coi mact anîd tlii sole uiir ni'ou id lie the canition. 'lhuis te useape
fromo what iii deîsiriiîi'î as tCho dîsperati' titsk cf cocrcing a few lawlüss
terrorists, Greiat Býritaiin unîlertitkis, iii ant uvent wlîiclî, coiisiîlernig Uic
te inip 'r of thie I nisl ainid thei r A iiii' icali coifmdrates, inay ho devined
iii oral iy iii' v itthî e, to C00rCi' tChe %v lîîl e I rishî nation. Thle han iugor of

îîîaci', is lbig wi ti civil \vaîr. I t i.s lîig witii foreigni war also ; for an Iish
Parliatnejit nî.ýfuîsîmig te pay trilinte to G remit 1Jritaiji and declari1 ig, itself

iîî i'e u1î' itwou Id aillii.sit < r tainiiy o t taiùi recognitio n froin clîî de înagog-
isin cf the Unite'd States. If, hîy the cowardly love cf case and dread cf
trouble, Great lrtaimi is led te surrnider lier uîîity and greatness, retri-
bution wvill not long" liait belinid the crime.

As thore is no legal power cf eiforciig th(, provisions cf thie isew conisti-
tution or of interpretiiig its ainbiguities, se thient iii ni) legal power cf aîiend-
iîîg it, or indeed cf legisl:îtimig at ail on orgaiiic questions for the future.
No such ltuthority is assigîied to <'itiier the I3ritish or Irish Panliarnt,
ner te any coinliiîatioti cf the' two. Tiie Supneiise Loegislature is iii fact
extiîîguislîed, auid extiiiguishied i vthout po.44ilility cf revival. Thlis, ne
doubt, is ant inadventeiice, whicli %vit h otîsen inadvertences anti crudities
inay be regarded as due te haste. Mn. Trevelyain states po.sitively that in
Juie hast the Cabiine't was uiiaiiimiois agaiîîst Home Rule. Nino months
woiilt 1)0 ratiser a short time iii which ta mature a revolution. But
it is certain tChat M~r. (tiadstomîe's coniver'sion ta thie plan cf a Panlianuent
for Ireland dates frein tlic imioment wvlen the result cf the eloction showed
hiiii that lie could not have a îîî.îlority witliout tho Paruellite vote Tbis
solierise for the dissolution cf the U.nited Kingdoni lias been struck off at a
Imeat by Mr. Gladstome's conustructive genies, like those vast theories cf
llonieric iiiytliolory, pni ic eval liistory, aiid cosinegony wvlich are received
with polite <leriiem ly the learned aîîd scieutific svenld. He lias net even
coiisulted Ilis colleagues, heing determîîiised te keep the wliole credit cf
settling the Irishî question ta lîiimîîsclf. The want cf a power cf amend-
ment is the more ohviously disastrous, inasinuch as the plan cf the Irish
Constitution is evideutly adopted usot an its nuerits as a permanent polity,
but for the teuîperary purpose cf giviîîg the landierds the means cf pro.
tecting themselves agaiîsst demacratic confiscation.

Iga, internai. structure the Irish Pmrliapient a1ppeairs te ho a singular


