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THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION. a
1

There are rumours of difficulties being placed in the way of General ru

Garfield to, prevent bis taking up bis residence at the Presidential mnansion. Tt tI

appears that (General llancock bad a plurality of votes amongst the people, but nl
as this does not affect the question as to the Presidency, it goes for notbing. b
The mode of election is but imperfectly understood, and the followving ilotes a

are apropos ti

" No one except a naturai hoin citizen, is eligible for the office of Presidelit of the United fi

States; nor any one wvho bias flot attained the age of thirty-flve vears, and resided faurteen

years witbin theUnited States. A persan, liaving these quali fi cation s, is selectecd as a candid ate 1
atarepresentative caucus of bis friends and it deed ponth v'otes of tise various teq

which of the candidates shail be president. The States vote as follows: They appoint, ina

whatever way their legisiature unay direct, a number of presidentiai eiectors equal t0 the

number Of repre.,entatives and senators, ta wbich tIse State snay be entitied in Congress. P-

The representation of tIse State in Congress ciepends uspon it., population and two senators a

are added. 'I'us New~ York State bias 33 mnembers in the Ilouse of Representatives and two]

senators; Indiana, being iess in population bias oniy 15 representativeS and the two senaLors.C

Thus, then, New York is cntitled to 35 presidential electors and Indiana to 17. The w.ual

way of seiecting tbere is, tisat tbe party mnen of each town or district send representatives to

a district convention, each party having a separate convention. Trhe district conventions of

bath sides send delegates ta separate State gatherings. The Republican State gatlsering tien

selects their men il wishes ta forrn the State electoral coilege, and tbc Democrats, Green-

backers or any other party select their nmen. Thesc chosen ones are put op for popular I
ciection in ail the States on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November, and tbe

state electorai colieges are thus tormed. The Electoral Coileges then nicet in tue various

States on tbe first Wednesday in December to record their vote and send the resuit ta the

President of the Senate at Washington. The State votes solid for eitber one pauty or tbe

other-tiat is, that if the Repululican party obtain a niajority of orie in the State, tise

Electoual Coilege is Republican, and the whole State vote goes for that parîy, or vice vvrsa.

As the results froni the varios States are known just after the election in November, it

is understood wh'o is to be tise next Preuident long before tihe Electorai ColUeges meet in the

varions States."

The Democrats continue to feel very sore over their failure in 1876 to
secure the Presidency for their party, and now, through sume error iii their Newv
York electoral management, they are again defeated, and it would sem tbat
thoy are nowv prepared to go to any extrernes in o.der to secure tho Chief
Magistracy. Thore is very great danger that tbey will yet cause scrious

trouble, and it is a great pity that they cannot becomo reconciled to their
defeat and allow tbe affairs of the nation to be administered in a peacefuil
manner. AIl this doîîbt and squabhhing must damage commercial interests,
and the risc in stocks and other securities consequent upon the presumed
election of General Garfield must or ought to have made it patent to every
Democrat that the wvorld at large have every confidence in the Republican
party and in tbecir fitiancial policy. To some the only blomishi upon their plat-
form is their adberence to a protective policy, but this is much less to be corn-
batted or opposed than a financial pohicy tending towards depreciation of the
currency, or perhaps entire repudiation.

SHOP GIRLS.

In several journals both in England and the United States bave appeared

articles advocating the placing of chairs or stools for the uise of sbop girls, who
in many cases, if flot in ahi, are obliged to romain on their foot froin morn tili

niglit. This ovcr-work cannot fail to be productive of bad results as regards

the liealth of the girls and any efforts made to ameliorate thoir condition
ought to, bo warmnly scconded by every philanthropie person. 'Ple qulestion
evidently bas flot been sufficiently agitated in our good city of Montreal, for, if
sucb had been the case, ivo would bave soon some resultant effeets; on the
contrary, tbings appear to remain i statu quo. That this shotîld ho the case is
deplorable and we would draw the attention of the public to this important
subject. Without being extreme in our views we hold that this inattention
or ivant of interest on the part of employers is culty-the effeets, bowcver,
being extended over a comparatively long pçýiod of tinie are not apparent to a

superficial observer. Every one will admit 1 that some stops ougbt to 1)0 taken
n the matter, and it bas been stated that the evil is in some cases aggravated

by the dilatoriness of ladies in making their purchases. A little forethought
on their part would bc proper and they should not visit stores unless with a

definite purpose. The only means of relief the poor sbop girl obtains is that

at long intervals, she is enabhed to lean against the shelves at hem back and get
relief-but this is a poor apology for a stool.

Many shop girls, who are not ill in the iteral sense of the îvord, are

able to work, but the day's îvork is gone through. despondently and with a

'ldisproportionàte sense of effort f they do not know wvhat is the inatter with

theni, yet they continue to feel ili and dejected-this is the resuit of over-work.
This lowemed vitality, should any attack of sickness com-e, tends to, put the
patient more in danger, and siekness will corne unless some change is mîade in
time. Add to this another cause of sickness, namely, the want of nourishing
food, wvhich results froni the pittance given by enîployers, and sve have a sad
state of affairs. There would seem to be no0 escape for the poor girl except
through the philanthropy of others'and this bas been attempted with success

t a place called Sinningbill near London, England. It was founded by the
ite Sir Frederick G.rcy and is called a Home of Rest and bias witbin a year

eceived forty-five girls. This Home accomodates at one time eight girls, and

le roomns aie pleasantly furnisbied: pictures bang on the walls and books and
iagazines strewv the table. " In the gai don, tircd girls rcsting among the flowvers

eds, under the shadowv of tbe trocs, forrn pathetic pictres that mnight tempt
nl artist to pait. I t is liaWf sad, half arnnsing, to blear those girls pratter of

[hc delighit of those lazy, bippy days, Mien in rnany cases tbey have for the

rst time been introduced to rural sigbts andi souinds. One girl lias spe tt the

arger part of lier young life pobishing coffin handles, witbout any break of

rigbiter associations uintil she came to Sunninghill ;another had turtned a inangle

.s long as sbc could reinember, without a holiday."1
'l'le abovec shows that in London, they have got even further than the

roviding of stools ; thecy take an interest in their health sufficient to provide
Home wvhere tbey înay recuperate. In New York thc late A. T. Steward

eft money to bc devoted to building a Women's Hotel wherein the shop girls

'ould bc inde pendent and self-supporting ; through some cause or other, we

:now flot wvlnt, it lias flot succeced as well as migbit have been expected.

Ve have beard that tbe rates wverc excessive and that some very stringent rules

,vere enforced, so stringent as to becoie bumiliating, That this should be

tllowed to bc even a partial failure is greatly to, be deplored, and it is to be

iopcd that ineasures w ili be taken to improve it.
Som-e idea of the importance of shop girls, apart from benevolent con-

siderations, rnay be gainecl wven tbc fact is knoivn that nearly one-eightb of the

commercial population of the city of Boston consists or is composed of shop

girls. If moirc attention were paid by employers to the health of their em-

ployées, and a kindly interest sblown in tlieir welfare, the resuits both l)bysically

and pecuniarily would bc veiy beneficent and gratifying. Sap'pho.

FREE TRADE AND THE FARMERS.

AIl over Etigland the supply of farms nosv greatly exceeds the demnand

for tbem. Varions causes biave contribnted to produce this result. In the

uirst place, tbe r(n1 Of bad harvests bias severely tried all tenants whohave flot

been abnndantly supplied ivitl capital tipoi whicli tbey could faîl back. The

value of tîtuse îîîteorological forecasts wvbich ive daily ptiblishi is indisputable

but M\r. S(cott does not undcrtakc to prophesy the yield of next year's barvest.

On this matter many people arc satisfied ivitb a sort of rough and ready form

of tbe doctrine of chances. Nor do they fail to be misled by the besetting
fallacy with whicb that doctrine is eonnected. It is no doubt true that the

chances are heavily against the occurrence of fîve bad harvests in succession.

But it does not follow that, as many people rather assume than deliberately

infer, after fivc bad barvests the sixth is likely to be good. On that point no

conclusion can be drawvn wliatever. A small fariner when he takes a bit of

land probably reekons on bcing able to tide over one or two bad seasons.

But five or six tbrow himi on bis bearui cnds. Ahl his plans are spoiled by the

failure of the condition on which they depended, and be throws up bis farm in

disgust, thanking blis stars that hoe is not a Icaseholder. The present state of

agricultural affairs lias prcsscd withi special severity on tenant-farmers on a

small scale. .A peasant proprietor would get in bis corn with bis own hands,

assisted by bis family. The large farmers put on an extra supply of labour,

and took fnill advantage of the golden days of Auigust. The great objcct of

the unfortunatc class wbo are just struggling for a bare livelihood was to spend

as little as possible. AIl through the precious days of sunshine tliey leisurely

rcaped and slowly carried, tilI the ramn carne and found a good deal of corni

stili ont, and soaked it througbi, and even penetrated many stacks wbich were

neither thatcbied nr covered with a tarpaulin. So ears sprouted and lost their

g'oodness, and thus the barvest becamc worse than ever. This, however, is not

the whole of the 1)rcscut crisis. It is flot only the small farms that are vacant.

More combination ivili not extricatc the landiords from their disagrecable situation.

Many large farms are lying idle, and tbough this is probably but a temporary

phase, it is sufficiently scrions in itself and its consequences. For part of their

ornbarrassrnent tbe landlords bave thernselves to thank. They have persistcd

in putting tbeir gaine before their tenants, tilI at last the tenants have been
forced to consider whetlier tbey shouild sacrifice themselves to the game and

the landlord. The pheasant vice of excessive preservation bias becorne an

instrument to seourge tbe preservers. 'ro this practical evil the Ground Game

Aet bias applied an appropriate, if tiot an adequate, remedY. The axe has

not, perhaps, beon laid to the root of the tree, but the tenants have in some

ieasure been enabled to proteet theniselves, and the landiords have to some

extont been rescucd froni the consequences of their own imprudence. But the

Act musi bave time to work. In England it will not be long in operating, for

English tenancies are as a rule tenancies froni year to year. Independently of

legisiative interference, the landlords have been taught a lesson on the subject

of gamie. Miben several candidates cornpeted for every vacant farni, the

interests of the fariner viere naturally postponed to the sacred pheasant and the

venera@d bare. But times have cbanged. The tenants bave, for tbe tume at

any rate, got the uppei bland, and landowners will think a goQd many tumes
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