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Thus ended a brief but adventurous cruise among the Cyclades. 'Fhey

are islands so, seldoni visited that it has been thought worth wvhile to place this

little account on record, that others, who find themselves in that neighbourhood,

may haply followv our example. A good dragoman is the chief requisite, for

the dialect of the islands is very différent from the language talked on the

mainland, and there are, of course, constant erniergencies, from winch it nceds

native shrewdness and farniliarity ivith the manners and cuistoras of the isianders

to extricate the traveller.-St. JIames's Mfagazine.

THE ROMANCE 0F THE KOH-I-NOOR.

0f things remarkable sanie are treasured for their intrinsic w orth, and

others for the associations, historical or atherwvise, which tirne lîa7 grouped

around them. The subjeet of this sketch 1passesses both these claims ta farne.

0f itself it is one of the most valuab]e and beautifull of gems, îvhile the

romance of its history clathes it with a lustre other than its awn. Tradition

commences the story of its marvellous career more than three thousand years

ago, when it is said to have been wornl by Camna, Rajah of Angar, %vho fcll in

the " great war." By sanie accounts the gem is connectcd with an ancient

legend of the Talmud, whichi ascribcs its creation ta theic Ilindoo god Krischna,

though another theary, ivith the sanie show of reasan, declares it ta hlave been

discovered in the bed of the Godavery, near Masulipatami. Apart fromn tra-

ditions, however, it is mare than probable that at a xcry reniate periad the

Kohi-i-naor ivas in the possession of the Ilindoo priesthood, and possibly

adorned the shrinc of thec dcity to wvhoni its creatian 'vas ascribcd.

But leaving this daubtful basis of legendary lare for thec mare solid grotund

of absolute history, wc find the really reliable accaunit of the stone ta comn-

mence about the year 1531. In thc Il Memaries of the Mogul Baber," written

about that tîme, it is affirmed ta have passed into the treasury of Delhi, after

the subjugation of Malwa by Ala-uddeen, about the year 1304, and is described

as weighing the equivalent Of 184 carats of modemn weight. Hiere the gem

remained after the death of Baber until the days of the Great Mogul, whien in

1738, Nadir Shah, incensed by thec protection afforded by the Mogul ta a

number of Afghan refuges who soughit refuge froni lus v'engeance ithin the

walls of Delhii, laid siege ta the city, and ultîmately forced its surrcndcr. As

uisual in uncivilized wvarfare, the tovni wvas sacked, aîîd thec richi collection of

geins and jewels acquired uîider tlîc Mogul savereigris iiassed into the hands

of Nadir Shah. This accomplished, the Nadir restored the Great Mogul ta

the throne of the despoiled city, ta hald the saine iii vassalage ta hiniscîf. 'l'lie

Nadir having noticed a fine diamond in the turban of thec Great Mogul, and

not wishing to acquire it by force, suggestcd ta his uiew vassal tliat they should

exchange turbans ini tokcn of friemîdship, and in this îvay the Koli i-noor passed

into tbe hands of Nadir Shah.

On the death. of Nadir by assassination the Kah-1-noor came into the pos-

session of his nephew, Ali Rokh Shah, a man of small capacity and little

vigour, who presented it ta Ahmed Shah El Aldahy, a mast successfal soldier,

as a reward for military services rendered ta bum. F1ron Ahnîed Shah the

stone descended ta his sans, Shah Soujali, the eldest, being its mîext liassessar.

Runjeet Singh, the younger son, liaiever, a fierce and violent man, renowvned

in war, and consequently popular with the army, greatly coveted hlis bratlîer's

dominions, and notwithstanding tlie facet that Shah Soujah lîad rewarded bis

military services by making bum King of Lahore, declared war against bis

brother, and ultimately canquered hini. Shah Soujah fled ta, Cabul, of svhich

cîty Runjeet allowed him to be styled king, and in bis fliglît managed to carry

off the Koh-i-noor. Runjeet, hawever, liad not forgotten the brilliant gem, and

hc determined by sanie means ta obtain possession of it. Ta thîis end he

adopted a truly Eastern metbod, and "lmade a feast,' at whiclî lie invited the

attendance of his brother, but Shah Sanjah suspecting the designls of Ruinjeet,

took the precaution ta have- a crystal made of the same size and shape as the

Koh-i-noor, whieh he wore on his person in place of the original gem.

Arrived at the Court of Runjeet, the stone was almost immediately de-

manded of hini, and after somne show of resîstance the counterfeit wvas delivered

to the avaricious monamch. Runjeet was deligbted wvitli his new treasuire, and

Soujah was allowed to depart for Cabul with the Koh-i-noor still in his posses-

sion. The deception,-howevem, was but shomt-lived, for the king's lapidary soon

detected the cheat, and Runjeet's rejoicing was turned into mortification and

hatte. .The palace of the Soujah was immediately invested amîd seamched froin

top to bottom, and at length, through the treachery of a slave, the genii ivas

found beneath a heap of ashes. Upon thec deaîb of Runjeet the stone camne

into the possession of Khurruck Singh and Shew Singh successively, bath of

whom were killed after reigning but a short time, "lbattie, murder, and sudden

death" seeming to be inseparable from its possession.
The thmone and its valuiabies next devolved upon a son of Runjeet SingJi,

a feeble youtb, whose mathier for some years acted as regent. In 184, lîow-

ever, while under the regency, matters assume' d so serious an aspect that the

British authorities were compelled in scîf-defence to assume a share in thîe

governxnent of the kingdom, and in 1849, after cvery other expediency lîad

been tried ini vain, Lord Dalhausie, the Governor-Genieral, fommally aîînexed

the Punjaub ta the Britishî dominionîs. Thli termis uipon wvlich Dhuieep Singh

resigned for hinîseif, ls heirs, and successors all right, titie, and dlaim to the

savereignly of thec Plinjaub, were as follows :--T'bat thîe praperty of the State

should be conliscated ta the Hlonourable East India Coampany, that the gemn

called the Kali-i noor slîould be sunrenderecl ta tlîe Qîteen of England, and

that H. R. Il. Dhuleep Singli should receive an annaal pension of four lacs

of rupees for the support af liitself and bis relatives, coîlitiauially upon bis

remaîngn obedieîît ta the British Governnîent, and residing at suchi place as

thue Governai General might select.

I tdus vvay thîe Koh i-noam became a British possession, aîid on June 3,

1850, it wvas presented ta 1-1er Majesty the Queen. In thîe following year the

geni wva exiîibited at the Great Exhibition, wliere it attracted a great deal of

attention. Sliortly after tlîis the authorities determined on liaving the gcnî re-

eut, and thîe late Duke of Wellington placed it an thie mili for that purpose.*

The wisdoni of thus destroying the identity and depreciating the value of thîs

emarkable stane has been niucli disputed, and doubtless there was much. ta be

said iii fav aur af nîainlaining the forrrî iii vhicl it passed tlirougli ils ronuantic

liistory. Priar ta ils re-(iitting it ranked second only ta the Orloif of Euiropean

gelins, lit now it raissixth, the Nlogul, the Orloff, the Grand Tuscan, the

Regent, and the Star of the South ail takixîg p)recdence of it bath for weiglit

and purity. Let uis liol) that haviiîg passecl tlîraugh experienees of so niucli

ivar and bloodshcd, tlîe reniaiîîder of its existence may be spent in peace.-
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A LIFE'S OPPORTUNITY.
1W FEL1TON LEA.

Uncle R'alph, 1 think J wiil play truant this afternoon, if you will not

lotok vei y tlîreateing,," said Noei Brandon as lie droppîed lazilv imita bis

accustomîued tchair iiiftie office. Il 1 believe iny fathier niay be hîece ta-malrraw

andl thie good hîye tor holid.îvs. W'ill y-ou give your ]cave aîud blcssinig ?

N oci, y ou aire liii 1'tting vourseif ta follow in the stelîs of your father.

This hialf-ivark, tIlîrceq iîtarters- play sort of going-an ivill ruin your business

prospects as sure as iny naine is JZahîh Brandon. My boy, it really is tume

you bail a fixedc iturliose iin life. This shiily shuailying auly needs tume ta svreck

you as it, lias so nmiuy before you."

l'or pity's sake, Umîcle Raîpli, do liat serniomiize - 1 cannot stand it.

Maiiiiiîa does thiat C11i11gli, aîîd 1 1tel al thec better, or- rallier warsc after listen-

ing, tlîotghi site ui er ' rules' a fellaîv withî what she says ; butt 1 am like a cat

rubbed the w rotîg waty whcn aiy anc else 'tries it ou ' sa if van tbink il such

an awful derelictioti of diîty just ta take ami afternaon naov and tien, why, 1

submit. ýSo lere gocst. Wliat is nuy part iii the progranîme? 1 arn sick of

adding up f*igutres, îîîakiîîg buIls of lading and tlie wivîle thimg,"-'md ta judge

froni NoA Bratî(oii's fit e, tucre wvas sonîething very serions likeiy ta resuit

f'romi bis ailaient.

l ook hiere, Noi"said his uncle facimîg hilin, atîd drawing uip lUS taîl

iveil knit figure ta ils; iuttost beiglît, Il 1 anm disappointed iii youl, I tell yaui

caîîdidly. Ilear nie out, s 'ir, for 1 shaîl not interfere with you agaîn. 1 judged

from ftie pronmise of yor schooh)oy days, yaîî wcre wortby ta carry on our

firni. J îîeed not tell yotn what tlie worid thinks of Bramndon Bras. The name

is enough. F7or generatiouîs it lias stood finm ini ils strict integrity, aîîd lookecd

uipom the struggles of others, seen thueir downfahl, but no panic, no caiamity has

s0 much as touched is-, anîd now for once iii your life tbink,-how wiil it fame
in yonmr hîands ?

" If ever thiere ivas ail unlucky fellow umider the sun, it's mie with a

vetngeance," said Noci impetously, and with a bauind he cleared the back of

bis chair, bgbting on the table right in front of his astonisbed relative, wbo

drew back luis liead ini tume ta, avoid a collision. Il It's no good 1 contimnîed

NacI, grasping bis uncle by the shouider and nîaking him an unwvilling prisoner

by tue futîer addition of pinianing luis legs as lue made ami impromptu foot

stooil of thenu for lis aîvm. Il 1 tell you, sir, yout shahl licar me," and bis imita.

tienu of lits ttîîclc's nmariner uvas perfect. Il I-Iow dare yau ask nie such a

quîestion ? W'lat are you gaitîg ta do,--emigrate ? And svhat is goimîg ta

become of yotir fallier, eli? Are yoru gaiîîg ta, descrt thîe aid hulk amud expect

nie ta pilot lier thîoughi ail weathers. 1 gnîess you arc nat quite se, far gomie as

that," and sncb a boyisbi laugh ecboed again and again tbrough the room,

that the reserved, dignified Mr. Ralph Brandon unbent a littie, as be adroitiy

regaiiied ]lis libîerty, îud then starîdinug erect said: Il Yo kuiow% nu), nieaning

uveil emougli-so loung als G ilbeirt and Ral )lu Brandonu cati 1101( a peil anîd chuarter

a ship, tbis office xviii neyer sec thueir place vacant ; but we want aur boys ta

be ready ta take the command when the lime nuay come for their need, and

Noci, niy dear îiepbew, yau are drifting into uselessniess. Wiîbotut systeni no
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