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A Municipal Convention.

The counicils of urban munlicipalities in
the Province, and more espeçially cities
and towns, have been învited to send
representatives 10 a Convention to be held
in Hamilton on the 5th and 6th days of
September. The first day wilI be devoted
to the consideration of the Assessment
Act with the object of securing amend-
ments to do awvay with anomalies that
exist respecting the assessment of street
railway, telephone, telegraph and other
like comnpanies, on the scrap-iron basis,
also, the assessmnent of personal property
and income ot individuals and partner-
ships. The second day will be taken up
with the consideratjon of the Municipal
Act.

The assessment of street.railways, elec-
tric lighting andi other companies enjoying
a franchise euîhng them to the uise of
the streets .of a municipality is ant impor-
tant question, and one that should have
been considered when the franchises ,vere
granted and agreements entered loto with
the municipalities. In mosit of the larger
towns, comparies of this character have
been enjoying the use of the streets for
many years, and somne received a bonus
to encourage the investment of capital in
what are now looked upon as great public
conveniences. Very often these com-
panies were at first conducted at a loss,
others at a cornparatively small pro-
fit. Owing to the increase in population
and the adoption of many practical inven-
tions> we find to-day thatin many towns, and
more particularly citieS, public companies
which a few years ago were almostbankrupt
are in the hands of the most progres
sive citizens and are looked upon as first-
class investmients, so mnuch so that those
who had not sufficient confidence ini the
future of the municipaiity 10 învest their
capital at a reasonabie rate when an
opportunity was favorable, are now jealous

of the stockholders of these corporations.
As a result we find in nearly
every community a feeling that these great
public conveniences are being conducted
at an exceedingly large profit, and that
legisiation should be passed to, divert a
portion of these profits to increase the
municipal revenues. If there is good
reason for believing that the revenues of
these companies are excessive, will a
municipality benefit materially by the
passage of an act allowing the taxation of
the plant in proportion to the revenue
derived therefrom by the company?

The City of Toronto offers the best
example of the proper adjustment of a
valuiable municipal franchise. In dealing
with the original street railway company
the City procured special legislation,
purchased the franchise and leased
it to the present company, sub-
ject t0 conditions which are most
favorable to the city, the muost important
of which is that the city receives a pet-
centage of the gross receipts.
In this way, Toronto was enabled
10 protect ils own interests as fair as the
street railway companty was concernied,
and if other municipalities are simiilarly
situated they should endeavor ta solve
the problein within themnselves, and seek
such legisiation as will increase the sphere
of local activities. There should he no
encroachment by the legisiature upon the
funiction of the mttnicîpalities, as il wvould
only result in tbe impairment of the Inde-
pendent life and usefulniess of these bodies.
To ask the legisiature 10 do wvhat the
municipalities slould be able to do, shows
want of faith in the power of municipal
bodies to manage their own business. If
the councilmen are unfit for their places
]et their constituents select others who are
competent, and if the people wiIl not take
the care and trouble 10 do this, by ail
mneans let them suifer, and let themi suifer
it in their pockets, ofrentimes the most
sensitive part of the humant organization.

One of the best results of the meeting
of the League of American Municipalities
at Detroit last year was the unanimous ap.
proval of municipal owneurship of aIl such
monopolies excepting Street raiiways where
theleasingof publicowned trackswasprefer-
red. If this is enuniciated as the first
principal and suggestions are oifered that
will enable municipalities to purchase
these monqiplîes, the convention will solve
most of the vexed questions that are at
present erigaging the attention of councils
throughout the world. In England
municipalities are taking over waterworks,
lighting and tramway plants as rapidly as
possible, and the experience there is that
they prove as good if not better invest-
ments for the municipalities than they
were for private shareholders.

An owner of real or immovable pro-
perty, that is lands' and buiildings, is not
able 10 pay taxes unless he can induce

personal or moveable property 10 locate
on his premises-and in considering the
question of taxation, " Do nrot adopt any
system that has a tendency 10 drive awvay
movable property, but on the contrary
adopt a systemi that wiIl attract it, for we
aie worth notîing without il and the mov-
able property man miay go elsewhere and
do quibe as well."

"Never ta anything that would be nf va'tie to your
municipality, that could and would ron sswsy, or that
coukd and woIld cornte to youi."-Eiiock Ensey.

A number of counicils have already
appointed delegabes to attend tbis conven-
tion, and we hope that thiese gentlemen will
recognize the importance of their mission
and endeavor 10 arrive at proper con-
clusions in reference 10 the various im-
portant subjects to he considered. In the
United States meetings of tbis character
are looked upon as important sciral events
and large sumns are expended by municipal-
ities for the purpose( of' entertaining their
guests. This is often carried to such an
extent that the consideration of business
is a secondary malter and the delegates
can only report that they had a delightfui
time.

Statutory Rights of Telephone Co's.

The Ottawa City Solicitor bias given an
opinion in regardI 10 tite conditionrs that
surround the use of the streets by the
Bell Co. He says the charter of the
Company authorizes it to construct its
lines in the public highways, provided
the rights of travellers are not inter-
fered with, and "provided that in cities,
towns and incorporated villages the
location of the ]ue or 1l ies and
the opening up of the streets for the
erection of poles or for carrying wir'es
underground shaîl be doue under the
direction and supervi sion of the engineer,
or such officer as the counicil may appoint,
and in such manner as the counci1l may
direct, and that the surface of the street
shall in ail cases be restored 10 ils former
condition, by and at the expense of the
comnpany." From this he draws the con-
clusion that the company has the righît t
place its wires underground on any of the
streets in the city, and 10 open up the
streets for that purpose, but in so
doing must not interfere with the
public right of travelling oni or using
sucb highways, and must locate its un-
derground wires in such portions of the
street as the counicil may direct, and
rmust carry on the 'work of opening up
the streets and ylacing ils wires under-
ground aISO in such maniner as the council
may direct under tile supervision and
direction~ of the city engineer.-Fcerbor-
m.rgh Reviewv.

Hon. W. B. VialI, state hilhway core-
missioner of Vermont, in bis instructions
10 town road commxssiollers, States that ail
permanent roads should be not less than
thirteen feet wide and graded S0 as to de-
scend ftom centre to gubter al least crie-
haif inch te, the foot.


