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-BRy .the adoption cf:the;Canadian shilling:as the:
îfftb tpart of a.dollar, .we bave virtually recognised
4-he decimal gystem. for oâr.durrency; in estimating,.

also,:the ton at.2000 ibs., and the ewt. at 100 ibs.,
_we bave made a :fÜrther advance 'In the riglit
direction. And it 48 clear,.tbat if tthe :British bill
-becomes law, .weë mit either adopt.the standards
-which form the basisof their system cf .weights and
:measures, or improve upon it in snob a way as to
avoidmany of.the objections to wbich it is hiable.
In new scientific:works, claiming.to corne up Vo the
standard of modern requirements, the French
weigbts and meaBure8 are generally adopted; and
.we do not.seeany.valid reason 'wby a modification
.of that.admirable sy8temn sbould nlot find favour
.with our lagisiators.

In order that our ,readers may form seine -con-
ception o! the difficulty of this question in -England,
.ve.ntroduce the following notice of British weights
and measures from the report of the Select Corn-.
.mittee of the flouse of Commons.

"Oritting. Maniy specifie anomalies, we have no:
less xhan ten different systems of weigbts and
.nmeasutres, mest cf themn entablished by law :-1..
ýGrain, computed decimally, used for scientific:
-pu rposes ; 2. Troy.weight, under 5 Geo. .4, c. 74,>
tnd 18 & 19 Vict.,c. 72; 3. ýreon once, withdecimal:
mulitiples and divisions, called bullion weights,

under 16 & 17 Vict., o. 29; 4. Bankers' weights, to.
'weigb 10, 20, 30, 50, 100, and 200 sovereigns; 5.
Apothecaries' wei gbt; 6. Diamond 'weights and
peari weights, inel uding carats; 7. Avoirdupois
weigbt, under 5 eo. 4, o. 74, and 18 & 19 Viot., c.
72; S. Weights for bay and straw; 9. Wool weight,
using as factors, 2,'3, 7, 13, and their multiples ;
10. Coal weights, decimal under 1 & 2 WVill. 4, c.
76, and 8 & 9 Vict., c. 101, Nos. 1, 5, *2, *1, *05,
025. We havýe also, in occasional scientific use,
the weigbts of the metrie systeni. For ineasuresof
length, we have the ordînary inch, foot, and yard.
We have, in cloth'measure, yards, nails an d ells.
There are four differatit sorts of elle. For nautical
purposes, we have fathoms, knots, leagues, and
:geographical miles differing frorn the common mile.
The fathom of a man-of-war is 0 feet; of a merchant
vessel, 5- feet; of a fishing-smack, 5 feet. We-
have aIse the Scotch and Irish mile, and the Scotch
and Irish acre. There are several sorts of acres
in the United Kingdon, and there are a great
'variety Of roode. We bave, in almost every trade,
measures of length especially used in those trades;
for the measurement of herses we have the hand;
shoemakers use sizes;- and we aie compelled te
adopt gauges where the French use the inillimétre.
These gauges are entirely arbitrary. The customn
of the tradeisathe cnly thing which would decide the
question, in case of dispute. Fur mecasures cf
capacity, *e have txventy different bushels; we
crin scarcely tell whiit the hog8htcad means; for
ale, it is 54. gallons; for wine, 63. Pipes of wine
vary iii many ways ; each sort cf wine seems te
dlaim the privilege of a différent sort of pipe.
For measures of *eigbt, %ve have about ten differer.t
atones.: a stone cf wool et Darlingpon is 18 lb.; a

:atone cf fierx at Downpetrick la 2-4 lb.ý; a'-atone cf
flax At Blelfast lag only .16tjlb.; but it -is aise at
Belfast 24J 1b., ,p.v4pg in enie place two v'alues.
The hundredweigbt may mean 100 1hb., 112 lb., or
-120.lb. >Ifyou.buy an ounce or pou.nd cf anythin5yen must inquire if -it belengs te 'Dutèb, Troy, or
avo irdu pois weight." The Ok4ernical Newsa say'

"The intrinsie excellence cf-the rystem of weighh,
and measure8 establislhed in France is almoast uni.
versally recogniged, and its superiority to the siys.
tem, or rather tbe confusion cf systerne prevailing
in this country, bas long been felt. la selentiflo
pursuits the French decimal sysetein bas been very
largely adopted, with convenience in sonne res-
Pects, but witb disadvantages resulting from the
absenceý cf any relation between it aend the logiti.
mate weights and measures nsed in commercial
transactions.

" The Parliamentary. Comffitteethat bave lately
been inquiring.inte this -subjeot have cornte to the
conclusion that there would be e great edvantage
ln the general adoption cf a system cf weights nd
measures wbich should be uniform, in itself, and
with the eystem now established in France. The
bilI .now before Parliament proposes therefore te
substitute the.Frencb decimal Wei lits and measuree
for those hitherto nsed in this, country. This
proposel eertainly combines very greet dîfficulties
.wmitb, perbaps, equally greet advantages, and il
will doubtless be the subject cf considerable differ.
en.ce copnn.The inco nveniences resultinu,
froin its adoption cannot but be very greet, theugli
they may be only temporary, and the great point
te be determined ie, whether the advantiges
ultimately resulting froin the adoption of a system
cf weights and measures. uniforni with that cf other
countries, would be oo considerable in tbemselve.,
an-d se much more important than the inconvenieR.
ces cf the change, as to justify its adoption.

'In France the.introduction cf the metrical systes
was effected .at a period peculiarly.favourable fora
change of the kind, but still if s practical recogitien
was a work cf considerable time and difficulty. It
may even be said te be scarcehy complete at the5
prescent. The introduction cf the metrical system,
as Vhs. legitimate one, in this country, would prob-
ably *be far from being generally fýlIowed by il$
actual adoption, just in the samne way that the
present legitimate weights and measures areco
universally used. Local çustcm is se much more
influential than sound principle, thet even flO
transactions are carried on in many parts wilh
w'eighte and measures that are noV the lgtmf 1

cnes, and it le equally probable that if the mOtriel
eyetem wvere legitimately established, the actal
use cf 'the weights aend measures now fainliily
known, would be diticontinued butveyrdul.
It would almost seeni as if sncb a proressi.C
change were contemplated by Vhes framers ofthde
bill as inevitable, since it provides that "ýFo'r the
mnoro convenient subdivision cf weiglits 511<1
measures, it shal! be lawfoh Vo use the double .
the hialf of ail the said units, and their prinCIP'
deciuxal divisions and multiples, as soell as ally
otlier subordinate div isions wvhich th e 0 0niltce
of the Privy Counicil for Trado nay deew Os'
pedient." thus iVis proposed that the neW 'POUn
shiould not be identical with the kilocrammne. I<
is equal Vo 2-2046 pounds avoirdup<s u tIitÎ


