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*Pr-evionislNv, slue lia(ln d10(esire to get
loose. Shie lias been living quihe coin-
fortablv. andi that marks the Iirniit of
bier wislhes in this regard. But things
have changed stncdenly of late. lier
(laughiter lias jnst corne of a ge. Soon
slie vill rnarry somieone, and( the old
xvoinan wvî11 sup)plv the (data that xviii
p)ut everything i1 cati 1)ro(lce ont of
keoping. xvith the ti-nth. NONv hiere is
the pi-ecise point at Nvhichi I arn 0-olin-
ho cati upon yon for assistance.

Plaul Iooked coldly at hlmi wTithiout

speaiking.
* Vou have spoken quitC freqtetcivN

Nvitlî tle (laughhel- the voning lady- wx-ho
hiolds so iîuuclh that is priomsing foi- the
fortunate (levil wvho muarries hier."»

-1 do0 not knlow lier," î-etnî-ned Panil.
*W thwhm VCre o li gvcs-

ter(lav whien I met voit niear thce \\r
cathcd i-ai ?"

-W,11 0 111 . Veda

*The saine. Shc is the iag's clatgbiter.
Nowv lere's the plan. 1 hiave app0oaclec
theni xvith a view to nîiakîngi- \Teda mv

W1v1f e. Lknt voit 1lcnom the (lifficultios are
ilany. 1In thîe fi-st place ih is not so
vrerv bn--not long enougli silice 1_ rid
nî\-sc1f of the xvife 1 (lî( hîave. 13esidesý
Iarn a ltlo over ae Co fulfil the (I-caflis

of one o l0 anidsonîle as oui- falir one of
the (lai-k eyes. ,L ooki ng 1ht ove;- fi-oui
ail sides I cati iai-div hl 010hotn fv
in. their siglît. ami tlhn h te 01(1 la(\-
hias proliiise(i to consîdi(e- it cefLuII\-

f1 ari iloh expzlcctilig mue hcl fri-oi thein. So
Voit sc. it secms thiat 1' arnl out of tule
(itestion as far as miakinlg hierl- v wi e is,
Concele(l. I nut f have aniotheî- ca-d vet
to play. Thlat littie grl isý haf n ov

Witli v-on. Yotn have a stronig iîîtlce
fliecîe. While .F caillioh win lîir affectionî,

voit can-vott've \von it ali-ea(lv."
-She speaks to Ie kîdv"said Pauil,

evasivel x.
Piw'agcî-r lier hhlonghItsý (Ion ýt sto

Mîeî-e0 lc-w-ds make an< cîad, sai(l
Nickolai, jokin-ix. "I f voit jet uIc tell

\-On hiox'. ne'll laninchi ourselves safelv
into a ighi-tx- ilce tlillg. Tobei
xvith.i- *want voti to marry VTcda."

"i.larvVeda ! Thiat 'ouild flot be
possible. '7

Piossible ! Pooh! Ohl I know, 1

lkîîo\y'; au. ve l)ccIl a soIlier for- Ov\er
fifteen vears, and >f knowv the tra(le. ()f
course, \,oit re a soldier vourself, 'and
take nothing Ilwk dhat scriotisly. cr
ail alikc il, thlt regad.lit let thiat
be, I wvant voin to muakc it possible. Be
scrious for 'a wvi1ie. If it (locsn't suit

Voit, \VIhv, (10 as Fve (Ione.'-gct out of
it wvhen vouire sat!sfie(l with what
N0vo 0got.
1. aull rose froin his scat and faccd

Niiclolai.
-J sav it is impossible" hie said cool-

ly. "You nced flot asc inc to exl)laifl

-jfImpossible reiterate1 Nekli
"Do voit forget I1. hlave broughit \-ou from
1)OvOIty Wo whlat Nvon are- .1J have lhelped
yonl. now it*s foi- von W return the fa-
vor. Renmember wI1( x*ou arc, Paul. It
. Oght payv oni better iIf voit (10 nlot let

others knomw it. Yul Wecrc ail ottcast,
a pick-up. a

'*Stol) !- deînandcd I >atl. tmas
nlo (ierl wIlal 1 wvaS wxvhen yOt
fourndnime. 'Xo\\ .1 ar a nman and I take
110 par-t mni Nour (lirty schemclls. 1 (10
Ilot flicC( y0t r Ila Ille Ini Or(leF to li ', a l1d
fronil this tinme £crxard 1 ani stili an out-
cast, a ])ick-tj). and wi thont a nanie uni-
tii 1. finid onel duit is more hionorýable thanl

-11clvotn refuse to lîeip Ille
'iotn insuit Ile ho ask.'

"i')e care*ful.' replied N jekolai. thui'cat-
cnîngv. 'on igh.t ho soi-r- lûi. it.

voil klo\.
".1 shiaH noever l)c SOI-tv for hvn

donc1 what 15iîoab sa1i( Pa1.\itIl
an air of dlignit\.

lurtliti con výet*saýti *on wvas prevellte(i
l iîvte (loor beîng Stl(eIcNi Opl)Cfed. 'lile

hiag appceared, and Ie(l the 'vav býj lorc
thie tall. bcautiful wonîan wi'th 11,asii-
eves. I'atl turned p)aie anid Ncn
starhe1JecCtb\ as thoey 1)ChICI(l\'
standing hofore theni.

Nickolai hurned to P1atil wvith a. ni
cilus smnilc.

4iYoui cati go to the (levil, fl0\ T,, 1'C

sai(l. 'Yotur aissistanice xviIl not 1)bec

IV.
1t wvas an hiour later thiat Pauil pacc'd

restIessIlv up and( (iownf in Ilis rooiii. I ý'
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