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J. M. COURTNEY, Deputy Minister of Pinance.

- A FANCIFUL SHOP.

Does any one remember the desoription of &
shop in Dickens’ imaginative story of The
Chimes, a goblin story of some Bells that rang
an Old Year out and & New Year in? Itie a
wonderful result of mental photography, this
picture, as the liet of the shop’s contents shows.
The author firat desoribes that fat, rosy-
cheeked, comfortable pair, the joint proprietors
of the shop, “ Tugby, late Chickenstalker,”
sitting before a brighs fire, with a small table
between them, on which had been spread hot
tea and mauffins. The fire gleamed on the
windows of the room, and also on the panes of
glass in the door which separated the room
from the shop, and which had a curtain drawn
half across it.

In the shop itself, two smoky lamps burned.
but dimly, and customers were scarce. Sleet-
ing and windy, and cold outside, but inside
the oheery Mrs. Chickenstalker, who had
married the apopleotic Tugby, argned with her
selish husband about matters of Christmas .
charity.

« A listle shop, quite crammed and choked
with the abundance of its stock. A perfectly
voracious little shop, with a maw as accommo-
dating and as foll as any shark’s. Cheese,
butter, firewood, soap, piockles, matches,
baocon, table-beer, peg tops, sweetmeats, boys’
kites, bird-seed, ocold ham, birch brooms,
hearth.-stones, salt, vinegar, blacking, red
herrings, stationery, lard, mushroom ketchup,
stay-laces, loaves of bread, shufttlecooks, egga,
and slate pencils. Everything was fish that
came to the net of this greedy little shop, and
all these articles were in ite net. How many
other kinds of petty merchandise were there it
would be difficult to say; but balls of pack-
thread, ropes of onions, pounds of oandles,
cabbage-netse and brushes hung in bunches
from the oceiling, like extraordinary fruis,
while various odd oanisters, emitting aromatio
smells, established the veracity of the inscrip-
tion over the outer door, which informed the
public that the keeper of this little shop was a
licensed dealer in tea, coffes, tobacco, pepper, .
and souff.”

It our readers will look at this list they will .
see that this $ruly remarkable ehop was half-a--
dozen shops in one, for it kept in stock the
merchandise which should properly belong to
the following establishments:—A grocer’s
shop, a toy shop, a provision stors, a confec-
tioner's shop, a drug store, a milliner’s shop,
a bake-shop, & book store, to say nothing of &
sobacconist’s shop and a tallow chandler’s.

How this comprehensive little place and ita
proprietors, the selfish husband and the big-
hearted wife, are interwoven with the
imagined fortunes of a group of people among
the poor and outcast, one must read the story .
to learn. It is the most extraordinary of New
Year's tales, abounding in fanoies grotesque
and far.fetohed, or poetic and touching, as
well as in economio principles and distressing
facts of English life fitsy years ago. The
lessons taught are, however, as befiia the sea-
son, namely, the frequent kindness of the poor
to the poor, the dreadful inadequacy and $he
hardening inflaence of the poorhodue system
bat above all the beauties of faith, and hope,
and love among humsan kind. I know,”
says Toby Veck in hia vision, * that we must
trust and hope, and neither doubt onrselves
nor doubt the good in one another.”” And
says the anthor to the reader in his impres-
give close, * O Listener, try to bear in mind
the stern realities from which these shadows
of life come; and in your sphere—none is oo

wide, and none $0o limited for such an end—



