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A FANCIFUL SHOP.

Does any one remember the description of a
shop in Dickens' imaginative story of The
Chimes, a goblin story of some Bella that rang
an Old Year ont and a New Year in? It is a
wonderful result of mental photography, this
pioture, as the list of the shop's contente shows.
The author Brst describes that fat, rosy.
cheeked, oomfortable pair, the joint proprietors
of the ehop, "Tugby, late Chickenstalker,"
sitting before a bright lire, with a small table
between them, on which had been spread hot
tea and muffins. The Bre gleamed on the
windows of the room, and also on the panes of
glass in the door which separated the room
from the shop, and which had a ourtain drawn
half acrose it.

In the shop itself, two smoky lampe burned
but dimly, and customers were soarce. Bsleet-
ing and windy, and cold outside, but inside
the cheery Mrs. Chickenetalker, who had
married the apopleotia Tugby, argued with her
selfish husband about matters of Christmas
oharity.

" A little shop, quite crammed and ohoked
with the abundance oftite stock. A perfectly
voracious little shop, with a maw as accommo-
dating and as full as any shark's. Cheese,
butter, nrewood, soap, pickles, matches,
bacon, table-beer, peg tops, sweetmeats, boys'
kites, bird-seed, oold ham, biroh broome,
hearth-stones, salt, vinegar, blacking, red
herringe, stationery, lard, mushroom ketchup,
stay-laces, loaves of bread, shuttlecook, eggu,

q and slate pencils. Everything was Beh thai
came to the net of this greedy little shop, and
al these articles were in its net. How many
other kinds of petty merchandise were there it
would be difficult to say; but balle of pack-
thread, ropes of onions, pounds of candles,
cabbage-nets and brushes hung in bunohes
from the ceiling, like extraordinary fruit,
while varions odd canisters, emitting aromatic
mells, established the veracity of the inecrip-

tion over the outer door, which informed the
public that the keeper of this little shop was a
lioensed dealer in tea, coffee, tobacco, pepper,

1 and mnuff."
9
s If our readers will look at this list they will
4 ses that this truly remarkable ehop was balf-a--
6 dozen shope in one, for it kept in stock the
7 merohandise whioh ehould properly belong to
8 the following establishments:-A.grocer's
10 ehop, a toy shop, a provision store, a confeo-

tioner'e shop, a drug store, a milliner's shop,
a bake-shop, a book store, to say nothing of a

18 tobacconiat's shop and a tallow chandler's.

S Heow this comprehensive little place and its
16 proprietors, the selfiah husband and the big-
17 hearted wife, are interwoven with the18

19 imagined fortunes of a group of people among
20 the poor and outoast, one muet read the story
si to learn. It is the most extraordinary of New
92a Year'e tales, abonnding in fancies grotesque
24 and far.fetched, or poetio and touching, as
95 weIl as in eôonomio prineiples and distressing
2 facts of English life Bfty years ago, The
98 lessons taught are, however, as befis the mua-

son, namely, the troquent kindneass of the poor
to the poor, the dreadful inadequacy and the

89 hardening inuence of the poorhodte system
but above all the beauties of faith, and hope,

si and love among human kind. "I know,"
85 maye Toby Vck in his vision, "that we must

trust and hope, and neither doubt ourselves
nor doubt the good Iu one another." And
maye the author to the reader in hie impres-

8 sive close, "O Listener, try to bear in mind
89 the stern realities from which these shadows

of life comee; and in your aphere-none is too
wide, and none too limited fer auch an end-

805


