
Postponement of Tariff Issue Urged
Manufamr' Association Maintains That Present TariY Slhould be
Retained-Reply to, Western Grain Growers-Burden of Reconstruc-
tion Fala ôn Industry-Revision Should be Postponed for' Some Time

A. for the. retention ef the. present tariff, includlng
Swar levy, is contained in a stateinent issued on Jan-
h, in reply to the. Grain.Growers. It says:-

Canadian Manufacturera' Association wishos te
irly its position witii regard te, certain demanda now
ide, especially by the. Western Grain Growers, for a
Jiange li the. tariff ot Canada.
chief ef tiies. demanda are:-

tri immediate and substantial ail-round reductien of
OMS tariff, including tii. reniovai uti anl duties on
d iiousehold maciiinery, lumber, cement, ail and a
of etiier artiçles whiéh fariners buy.
ýoznplete free trade between Great Britain and Can-
ve y.ars.
lii. acceptance ot tiie reciprocity treaty with the
;tates, whicii was rejected by Canada in 1911.
rhat any furtiier reduction ef the tariff of tii. United
)ward Canada b. met by a similar reduction et the
i tariff towards the United States." (Preauznably
de with tiie United States at any time the United
s ready for it).
s fair te assume that tii. above reselutions are de-
iot merely te make sllgiit changes in the. tariff, but
) abolliih It entirely, tiiereby r.volutionlzlng our pre-
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Yet, at the. very tixne when "reconstruction" seons te be
crystallizing inte the hope that the manufacturera *îIl b.
able te furniah employment, a fiscal policy la advocated,
which, If put lnto effeet, would close many factories' and
reduce the. staffs of otiiers.

lIow can the. commercial interests make Plans te pro-
vide empicyment if tiiey fear that the ground may suddenly
shit beneath their feet? How ean they continue the, struggle
te maintain and develop an export trade, a course wiih is
belng strongly urged upon tiiem, if the Canadian market la
suddenly invaded by competitora from other: countries ?

The. poaaubîlity of the introduction of anythlng approacii-
lng free trade would create iminediate andwlde-spread un-
employment. Unemployment breeds social unrest, somethlng
wiiici dees net roquire encouragement in Canada ait the~
present time.

In the. manifeste Issued te the electers of Great Britain
before the. general election, signed by Mr. D). Lloyd George
and Mr. A. Bonar Law on behaif ci the Coalition, it was de-
clared that if the. Coalition succeeded ini the. election, 'la pre-
férene wll b.e given te our colonies upon exlstIng duties
and upon any duties whlch for our own purposes may be
sul>s.quently lmpoaed."1 - t was furtiier declared that tiie
Britishi government would preservo and sustain lcey indus-
tries lin the way wiilch experlonce and examination mlght
prove te b. beat adapted for the purpose, and that li order
tu minitali production at the bfghest limit at home, security
would b. given againat the. unfair competition te which
British industries might be subjectd by "the dumping of
goods produced -abroad and seld on our market blow the
actual cost ef production."

Bine 1878, the. national policy of malntaining the cas-
toma tariff, which wifl at the. samne time raise revenue, and
provirde moderat.e protection for Canadian lndustry, includ-
lng agriculture, has been consistently supported by the. great-
er portion of the population of Canada. Both political par-
ties, wlile i power, adiiered te it, differing only sUightly
ln regard to the. degree ef protection wilch should b. main-
talned. Under this policy Canada progressed se continu-
otisly, in agriculture, i industry and in commerce, that at the.
outbreak ef war, it is doubtful if tiiere exlsted a nation wiiose
people were more intelligent, more prosperous, or leas bur-
dened by taxation. Durlng the war this yeung nation en-
llsted an ariny ef over hait a million. We clotiied tlier, ted


