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CÀNADA'S AGRICULTURE AND MINES

sgow Writer's Errors-Reasons for Diminution in

Area and Value-MineraI Statisties

T.

Comparing the 1912 figures, as received fromt the Cana-
am government printer, with those for igîî, under exactly
milar beadingcs. there cannot be a shadow of doubt left that
acadian land ta the extent of approximately 400,00 acres
as gone out of cultivation, and that the value of the crops
arvested bas declined by approximately $so.ooo,ooo, writes

W., of Glasgow, in the London Economist.
1<ow, these results are not in accordance with those the

ablic were led to expeet. Before the officiai figures were
abIished very littît was heard about the dîsastrous effects of
Wilng frosts.'" Ail niewspaper estimates were for record
los As recently as December 2nd last the president of
e Bank of Montreal, in his speech to the shareholders, esti-

-te an increased wheat yield in the Northwest of î i,ooo,ooo
osbels, whereas the actual result shows a decrease of prac-
cally the like amnount. But it is said that the decline, now
lit il bas to be admitted, in agriculture, as shown by the
Op returnsl, is made up for in other directions, and the
anaian Gazette suggests that live stock farmaing is taking
s place. No figures, as you justly point out, are given t0
ib5tantiate the suggestion, and what figures are available
-r opposed to any sucli conclusion.

The figures gîven on this subject in the lately published
aglastical Abstract for the Colonies are not complete for ail
-vnces, but assuming tînt in those cases where they are

coplete for îgîx (the latest year given> îhey are the same
l thse given for the previous vear, we find that since 1907
er bas been an almost continuous decline. Thus, cattie
Il down fromt 7,193,386 to 6,548,083, sheep fromt 2,771,447

2,9,63 and pigs from 3,381,510 ta 3,297,938.

W~ rendanoy In Minerais.
'mot only is agriculture in Canada declining in ail its

-3nçbes, but a similar tendency is found in the production
jtais and mineraIs. The production of gold in toit,

nnpred wîth 1910, declined by 20,000 ounces- silver, 130,-
No ounces; *,ron ore, 44,000 tons; and coal, 1,400,000 tons,
rainst *bich there was an increase Of 70 tons Of copper.

We mnay well ask: Wlat are ail Canada's new inhabi-
u, cf whoin we hear so much, doing? They are not pro-

sngwealth in proportion to their numbers, that is clear.
u hyare consumning wealth, and that as fast as we are
olsl xporting il, in the forrn of loans, from this side.

That there i, great prosperity in Canada ai prescrit no
le woitld attempt to deny. But it is prosperity based on
e isse of an almnost unlimited number of promiîssory notes,
bd canilot Iast. In truth, promissory notes now figure as
ana,, principal export commodity.

K&WOM&ljy Severe Winter.
Dr Arcbibald Blue, chief officier of the census and sa

,tc offie, in commenting on the, above letter, states
MJ 5n 1912, for thet 1rst time since the crop estimates, of

ce Dominion goverfiment began to be collectrd in 1908, the
tal area under field crops shows some diminution as Corn-
Lre with the previou.s year. In i912 the estimated area
ade field crops w115 32,449,000, acres, aind in ig911 il was

ý830Oacres, the decrease beirîg thus 404,000 acres. 0f
derase flot less than 326,000 acres was in respect of

I >hut wiiiîer-killtd by the exceptionally severe %%inter of
lh-12. The remaîniug net decrease Of 78,000 acres; may be
=cned for by the disastrously wet and cold weather which
evailed throughout the greater part of Canada during the

,r«season last sprîng. Thousauds of farmers were un-
)l t sow wheat at ail, and had etber ta sow laite crops or
p hbir land lie failow.

iiI th three Northwest provinces the acreage under
isasincreased bY 351,oc00 and of barley by 48,ooo, while
eWetacreage waS; less by nearly 340,000o acres.

-Owing to the special circumnstances of weather and the
esqetdifficulties Of grain girowing, 1 think it probable

la n (1 a larger proportion of the area than usual was
Ri .t uxmnr fallow, and if Ibis was so the returns of
.ag own in. the ensuing season should show a corre-
enigexpansion.

xînwai is certain that the decrease ta which the
vrepnet of the London Economist calis attention is
trbtbe enrely ta the abnormal character of the season

c l92, nd ot to any. other seî-back in tht development of
,e loehestor of otb.er areas of Canada,

sis as pointed out in the Census and Statistics Monthly
or 1eceberlast, the average prices for most of thse crops
cr eslait year thari in loti, and this, with the other fac-

aconsfor the, diminution in total value."1
"With egardta the statistics dealing with minerals the

OW Mue o th mineraI production in Canada ln 1ig2 was
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$ 133,127,489, according to the preliminary stalitie 11 ch arý
based upon direct returns f romt mine anid >iimelîeî oprto
but subject t0 revision, prepared by Mr. J. McLui',h, chief
of the division of minerai resources and statistics. Compared
with the previous year this production shows an increase of
$29,9M6,495, or nearly 29 per cent.

The minerai output in lot i, however, was, somewhat re-
stricted owing to long extended labor disputes and tlw Iargest
Previous production was in loto, compared with wlîich that
Of 1912 shows aîn i 'raeof $z6,243,866, Or Over 24 per
cent. The per capita production in 1910 was $14.93, and
this lias jncrea.,ed Îi 11)12 ta over $18. This record is a
ý,ratifying indication or confirmation of the fact that the
Canadian minerai indu'.tryiiil 1912 has had hy far the ost
successful year in ils history.

RAILWAY CONSTRUCTION AT NEW
WESTMINSTER

British Columbia Etectric Railway Improvements-Lulu
Island Brancb-Elevator Facilities

(Special correspondence.>
New Westminster, B.C., March 25.

The British Columbia lticRailway Company wilI
spcnd nearlv $200,ooo in Nea Wetnîinster this year. The
new freiglit ya;rds bewtnFoiurîeenith and "Sixtenth Streets,
which will liave a storage capacity for four huindred and
fiftv fuilît \as.%il] take $ 1 o,. oo, while $ý50.000O have
been appropriated to new car barnis. These barns, it is be-
Iievced, wýil1 be th Iarge in Canadca aind will be capable of
housing nearly fifty ilnterurban cars,. The clearing of the
site is neryc pledand buuildilnz ll start shortly.

In adliti n t these iroivemonts the, company will
double track, the fine alng Columbia Street from Leopold
Place 1- Bruinctte Street. Suirvvys are being taken between
New W'estminster and Port Mcordy for locating the line
which the opn ilntîends tn build in the near future. Other
lunes plinnedý arec One fromii Newý WesQtminster to Port Matn
a'nd another from Ne\\ esmne to the Delta.

CanadiEn Northern Buuy.
Work is in) fli swing on the LuIn Island branch of the

Canadian .Northern Railway ruinning from the west bôundarv
of New% Wesqtminster to Strv,,ston at the mouth of the Fra-
ser. Thte coîrrssu onrat and station contracts are
new being let and tht, grade will ]e conplted by the be-
ginningý of Jufle.

Mr. T. H. Whiùr, ehie 1 nine -fîfrala. i~
the easýterni trinal ttevso amdi owadsLad
th#- other dav ici ehiooe , site- for tin, trinal fe-rry wharves.
The compa-ny, also> basý plansj for, (evera-l miles of f roight
track, ihichthre i, gondl auithoritv for -titinir if pro-
bablv beý 11e1 in concto ith te-rminial elevators.. Withir
abnout three moths, tenld.. will be f lled( for ther portio)n of
the linec runining paalel New WetiittsWaturfront,
where il is blfeigved over à mile of doulef track ovrhelad
steel work will hav tr) h( built.

A serrd lvto l oee in) thtý e-itN th(' -loe day
by the Grain Grwr'British Columb)ia Azencv. Thiis tc-
Valoir i, situiated on the Canaidian Pacific Railway and Brit-

i sh Coluimhia Electric Railway trauks in th(, we;t end of th,ý
chyV aind lias a capacitv of 25ý,000- bushlels. and an additioîal
storage of 500o tons. The other licensed grain elevator has
betin operated byv thp rcma- Millingz Cornpany foir
filteen years on Front Street. The. samei rompany also oper-
ies a grist Aind rolled cats mill.-K.M.

NEW TRUST COMPANY

At theý- annual meeting of the Pe-ople's Loa.-n and Savings
Corporation the directors reported havinz made application
to parliament for a chbarter for a trust companyv, to be known
as "'The Premier Trust Grnpan\,." and tQ be operateid in
connection with the corporation. This action was annproved
and authority given to take a controlling initerest tin the pro-
posed companvy.

The Grand Trunc Railway Company reports that durlng
February it received on outsîarding orders 428 'box cars fromn
the Pressed Steel Car Company, twenty-five box cars front
the Cana-dian Car and Roundry Company; twenty.fou9 Pacific
type locomotives from the Monîreal Locomotive Works ; nine
switch engines f rom the Canadian Locomotive Company-,
seventeen Mikado locomotives f rom the AmeTican Locomo-
tive Company, and four refrigerator cars from., the Canadian
Car and Foundry Company.


